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PREFACE. 



X HE present may be considered as a 
new work^ and the fourth attempt which 
the author has made^ in the course of 
fiye years^ to establish the claims of a 
new and powerful remedy to the atten- 
tion of the medical profession in this 
country. To the original facts and ob- 
servations respecting this important sub^ 
ject contained in the first edition^ consis*- 
ting of less than: one hundred pages^ the 
author has been enabled to add^ since 
the period of its publication and rapid 
circulation in 1819^ a vast mass of in»- 
formation collected from various sources^ 
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rendering it incumbent upon him to 
Hew-raodel the work, and extend it to 
its present size. He trusts that in sa 
doing, he shall not be taxed with having 
unnecessad*ily swelled his pamphlet into 
9l volume; and that when reference shall 
liaye been made to the additional matter 
of practical utility contained in the pre- 
sent edition, the scope he had in view in 
publishing it, will not be mistaken. On 
the subject of the Hydro-cyanic Acid, 
much is now known ; for much has lately 
been written respecting it, in various 
countries in Europe; but the author i» 
not aware of the existence of any work, 
either English or Foreign, which com- 
pared with the preseot, or even with his^ 
former volume^ offers as equally compre* 
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bensive view of the subject considered in 
all its bearings, particularly those of a 
more immediate interest to the medical 
profession. As a matter of fact^ the 
author may be permitted to assert this 
vrithout being accused of presumption; 
but how £Bir he has done his duty with 
regard to the composition and style of 
the work itself, remains to be determined 
by an indulgent public. He has endea- 
voured to lay before them^ every, even 
the most minute, circumstance connect- 
ed with the subject of his research : and 
in order to render the information he thus 
brings forward, on a point of so much 
importance, more available to the public ;. 
he has accompanied his ^^ cases " with 
elucidatory observations, and introduced 
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them by sbort descriptWe delideationt cf 
the diseases to which the Prussic Acid 
fhas been applied as a remedy. 

Throughout the following pages^ 
ibe author has studied to be clear^ rather 
than el€|g#nt; and his aim has been to 
write for popular readings rather thaa 
for the m^pe consideration of his profes" 
aional brethren. 



^, Suvilk Row, 

^Qth^October, 1820, 
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A SHORT ACCOUNT OF THE COMPLAINTS 

IN WHICH 

THE PRUSSIC ACII> 

HAS BKEN ADMINIiTBHIDI 

WITH CASES AND PRESCRIPTIONS. 



PRELIMINARY REMARKS. 



SWINGE the fonner edition of the following 
observations^ several publications have appear- 
ed in Italy, France, and Germany, on the 
Prassic Acid, considered either as a chemical 
or a medical agent; and the attention which, 
on three distinct occasions,'*'' I endeavoured 
to excite in the medical profession of this 
country, to the subject of this medicine, has 
now happily been converted into a warm senti- 
ment of interest for its success. 

When I ventured, not longer than a year 
figo, to express a hope that the Prussic Acid 

* tSee ** Some observationfl on the action of the Prassic Acid." ^ 
Iiondon Medical Repository, vol. iv. 1815. Also " On tha 
nse of the Prassic Acid, in the treatment of certain diseases of 
the diest, &c. Translated, with some preliminary observatioDS,' 
from the French Memoir of Pr. Mageodie. Jonraal of SdemM,. \ 
▼ol. IT. 1818« And ** Farther ObserTations on the Hydro-Cyawe 
AxoA, m ComplabU of the Chest, dec," 1819. Ist Bdi^m. 
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would be found to supply a more rational mode 
of treating^ if not of curing; ,tliat most insidiAjcu 
and destructive disease '^ pulmonary consump- 
tion/' I was not, as events have since shewn, 
indulging in the chimeras of a revery; but folr . 
loWing the dictates of intimate conviction, de- 
rived from induction and pf actical observations* 
Yet even the most sanguine advocates of this 
new medicine could scarcely have expected, 
at' the period at which I was writing, that the 
testimonials of its beneficial efiects in the dis- 
easse just mentioned, as well as in several others, 
to which I first es^tendedits application, would, 
in'so short a time, become, not only so nume- 
rous, but so conclusive. To find another arti- 
cle in the Materia Medica so favourably cir- 
cumstanced, would be a difficult task ; still more 
dijQScult would it be to think, that any candid 
and unprejudiced practitioner could hencefor- 
ward refuse to place his faith in the medicinal 

• • • ■ ■ ^ ■/ 

prop^ties of this substancei 
Having been the first to prescribe the Pmssic 
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Acid in this country, and to call the intention of 
the profession to its medicinal powers, 1 standi 
in^ m' manner, pledged to them for any farther . 
information, which I may be able to collect' 
respecting it; and ^th this I am happy to sa^, 
that my experience for the last twelve monthfl^v 
has supplied me to a degree surpassing ev^n my ■» 
best expectatioiisi 

It must, at tbie same time, be gratifying to me 
to hare it in my power to add to my own, the 
result of the practice of those medical .gentle? 
men who, either at my suggestion, or in conse* 
quence of the former publication of this work, . 
have employed the Prtrsisic'Acid, and have since • 
fomislied me, ver^ kindly, • with' their observa*'^ 
tions. This forins ^ ma^ of accumulated evi*-- 
deuce, which to withhold fron( the pu))lic would • 
be a dereliction of 'duty on my part; while by . 
laying it before them in the present fonn,. an : . 
answer i$ at once givetf to the < numerous J ap^ 
plitotions which often reach me ifn^m: medi^alj.. 
prMfitibners> sdid otiier persotii^ io ^e coiaAxfr ^^ - 

b2 
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for more ample information on the snbject; and 
for directions how to procure and administ^ 
the acid, in the various diseases for which it has 
been recommended. 

Jn order the better to acquaint my readers 
with the complete history of this recent addi- 
dition to our Materia Medica, it will, not be 
inexpedient to give some account of the dis- 
coverj^ and chemical nature of the Prussic Acid ; 
the experiments which have been made with 
it I and the analogy which led to its adminis- 
tration as a medicine. If to these facts be ad- 
dend a minute enumeration of its effects on tbei 
hiHnan system, and a detailed statement of 
those caises in which it has been used, both 
successfully and unsuccessfully; the public lyill 
haVe been put in possession of every circum<H 
stance connected with the subject of this v%dQ- 
abJe. remedy, 

Sut before I proceed to execute this part of 
mf task, I think it necessary to state, that, 
altjiqngli the present edition^wiU be found mach ., 
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enlarged witk new matter and new facts; the 
eoirections which expmence and the sugges- 
tions. of firiendly critics seemed to dictate, ha^e 
. not been lost sight <^— nay, several have .beoi 
. adopted. The opportunities which, I have bad, 
during the last autumn, of personally consulting 
some of Hie most eminent physicians in France, 
Fms^ Switzerland, and Italy,, on the subject 
of. the Prussic Acid, and of witnessing the 
• effects of this jnedicine administered und^ their 
rdirectioa in some of the public hospitals, have, 
I hope, enabled me to present to my readers, a 
more accurate . account of its nature and pro- 
perties ,than I was before able to do; while at 
ttie. same time, they have furnished me with 
the. means of rectifying an incorrect^ state- 
ment respecting the person to whom the 
,paUie stand indebted for the first introdue-^ 
'tion of this powerful and U3.dul agent into 
.jmedical practice. I had indeed, on a former 
>occadon,'*^ .asserted that Borda, one of the pro- 

* Sea tiM paper in tte Reposito^ alM^ dladed- to. 
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fbsi^ifs at the. University of Pavia/had, a& long 
-tdiice as tte year 1807^ administered Jthe Pmssic 
' Acid iii inflamni^tory diseases; bat^ in translat- 
:ingi Dr« Magendie's paper in ISiB, and<thu8, 
.bnce more, catling the attention bitheial^dical 
'/profession in tiiis: opilntry to tlie*iise .of;t^attme- 
/jdicinei IJbad aliiK»t attributed to iiie liaitt^ :gen» 
It^nimirthbdiolQ honor of this great inlpiwemebt 
oih t^erapeilti€S.I>.lt'will how^veii be founclJinlits 
iprdpeif fpla^ptttai mrch intitt.iidtiibe tk^ 
,^pi3nis]^iDnrr<11^T^lider!s.iin(indp fan nothing 
/>beri£Mher'(fr<nn:^Tealityothan itfais vsspifpiibn 
-onrniyiipart;- fsancH if it;shoahl dje :pvo¥ed7tliftt 
ii^dieii physicians! had si^retal/^yeate n^d, natioiily 
ilidministered iithe Fmsbic : jLcid ^ in i^be^ sanle 
-iKs^asto 'for which jEhr. Sfageiidie ;lias: sinfte 
eAcoBimmided it; bat abo; ttiai'they had pab- 
-^ishted Ae nivtare-and residtiof fbeir- practice 
olnitWs rfespect, m a manner to cbmn^d Ae 
v|iaBdilic !attentioKi ; ' ihe claims- of i the ; celebrated 
'F«eft^fa "physiologist just ^^ntioned, to the 
merit of . baying added a valuable remedy to the 
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few which possess that character in the hand 
of the practitioner, must naturally be sur- 
rendered. 

The various works also, as well as insulated 
observations, which have appeared on the 
Prossic Acid, since the first edition of the pre- 
sent essay,, could not but supply us with addi- 
tional materials towards rendering ita history 
and monography more complete. Of these I 
bave availed myself without hesitation, parti- 
cnbffly when I found that the authors deserved 
implicit confidence, or that they related curious 
and important facts, however contrary these 
might appear to the conclusions which I had 
drawn in favor of the medicine under consi- 
deration. 
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SECTION FIRST. 

Cheffiical History of the Hydro -cyatiic^ or 

Prvssic Add. 

The name of Prussic Acid was given by 
Guyton de Morveau* to a particular substance^ 
which he supposed to be the colouring principle 
-of Prussian blue. Every one knows that the 
Prussian blue is a pigment of a fine dark blue 
colour, discovered by Diesbach, of Berlin, 
more than a hundred years ago, by the acci- 
dental mixture of a solution of green vitriol 
(sulphate of iron,) with an alkali highly im- 
pregnated with animal matter. The precise 
process of preparing this substance as a colout*, 
was published in the Philosophical * Transac- 
tions for 1724, by Woodward, and may be thus, 
briefly stated. Dried bullock's blood and good 
pearl ash are calcined together in a crucible,, 

* See ** A Biographical Aoconnt of the late Baron de Morreau,^ 
bj Dr. Granville, printed in the Journal of the Royal Institatiom 
Yot. iSi, 1817. 
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and the ocmtenU afterwards boiled in a certain 
qiiantity of water> and the liquor filtered; a 
solution of green sulphate of iron is next added, 
when a bluish-green deposit is formed, which 
by the further addition of muriatic acid» is 

' instantly changed from a bluish>greeii to a de^p 
blue. This is the Prussian blue, or in other 
words, " a combination of iron with a parti* 

:cular substance contained in the blood," and 
separated from it, in the first instance, by the 

, potash^ It is this substance, thus furnished by 
the blood, which has been called Prussic Acid 
by Morveau, but the real nature of which was 

. not properly ascertained, until 1815, when M. 

^Gay Lussac of the Royal Institute of France, 
in a most admirable memoir on the subject, 

.which, to use Sir H. Davy's expressionsi. is* re* 

.plete with the most elaborate and ingenious 

.researches, published the real chemical consti- 
tution, of this substance.*^ 

* Recherches sur l^Acide Paussiqub, presentees ^ Hn-^ 
stitat, le 18 Septembre, 1815, par M» Gay Lofsac. ExtraH des. 
Atmales d* Chimie, Aoui, 1815. 
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Yke fiw^sh (^heinist, Seheele, was tfae fir^t 
^ho sttcbeeded in separafing the particntar 
ficii. in question fr6m the Prassian blue, so aff 

'ko etiable him to study its nature and proper- 
ties, Sereral other chemists, namely, Greoflfeoi, 

'MetooU, Brown, Macquer,* andBergtoan,f had 
preceded him with their inquiries into this 

'interesting matter, and others had followed him; 

'Wt his process of obtaining the Prussic Acitf 
Irfes considered the best, down to the period 
when Cray Lussac shewed that the acid, so 

' prepared, was far from being pure; and propo- 
sed another method, by wbich he obtained an 
acid,, endowed with such active and energetic 
properties, that physiologists have felt no hesi- 
tation in ranking it amongst the most virulent 
p6isons. This metliod however being unfit for 
the preparation of the Prussic Acid to be 
employed as a medicine, and for which I have 
proposed the name of Medicinal Prussic Acid^ 

* Mem. de I'Acad. des Sciences, 1752. 
t DisiertatioD sor les attractious eleotiT«a» 
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It dktmtioii since adc^ted by M agendie and 
^tiienr, need not her mentioned in Ods place. 
It will be snfficimit to give the formula eni(- 
ployed by Vanqnelin^ and recently adc^ted 
by &ef FiBEcnlty of medicine at Paris, in their 
I%artnacopoe(ia.'"' The Pmssic Acid, prepared 
lU^cording to las directions, or to those of 
Scheele, is a safe and valaable medicine in 
the hands of a cantions practitioner. The 
formula will be found in another part of this 
paper. 

Having obtained from the Prussian blue, the 
Proissic Acid, in its purest state, it was to 
he expected that so acute a chemist, as Gay 
Lassab, would nbt be long in discovering its 
re^ nature. This has indeed been the case; 
and we now know that it consists of a particu- 
lar 'gaseous and highly inflammable combina« 
tion of carbone and azote,, acidified by the ad* 
dition of hydrogenc^t 

* Codex . Medicamentarias, sive Phannaoopceia Gallica, jiiftsa 
Regis optimi editna a FacoHate Medica Parisieasf, anno, 1818. 
t So far back as 1784, BragnateUi had obtained bj disdUiDg tr 
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' To- the fonner of th^e combiiiati<»ij9, Getf 
Loissac has given the name of oyanogene (pjra*> 
ducing blue); and to the conibination of cy* 
anogene vith hydrogene, thai is, to the acid 
formerly called prmsic,he applies the distinctive 
appellation of hydro-cyanic. By an accurate 
analysis^ be found the cyamgme, to be comr 
posed of 

Carbone 44.39, or 46.19) 

^ . «,, ^.. ^, r iJ^ every 100 parts,. 
Azote 61.71,^ or 53.81^ ^ ^ 

and the hydro-cyanic acid to consist of these 
same proportions of carbone and azote, with 

the addition of 3.90 of hydrogene, or, whttt 

amounts to the same thing of | a volume of 

cyanpgene with i a volume of hydrogene. 

Before Gay Lussac had published his inquiries 

on this interesting subject, M. Porrett had pre* 

sented to the Royal Society, * a memoir conr 

«(Dliitioii.of Pnuatateef potash, an elastie fluid highly iofltnunable^ 
bnniiog with a blue flame, and coAsistingr M he thought, part^ 
of hjdrogene and partly of azote ; or as they were then called*^ 
iit/amiBa6le andMplM air. 

« See Philosop. Transact, foe 1815^ 
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tming certain experiments made with a Tiew 
to determine the composition of Pmssiate #f 
Mercury and Prossic Acid. The result of bis 
analysis ^ves as the composition of the salt ^ . 

Pmssic Acid •••... 18.2 
Red oxide of Mercury 86.8 

100.0 
and the following as the elements of the acid: 

Azote 40.7 or in Atoms ••..... 1 

Carbon .. 24.8 2 

Hydrogen.... 34.5 •• 8 



100.0 u 

On a reference to the analysis of Gay Lussac^ 
the errors of M. Porretf s operations and result$ 
will be readily detected. The name of Chyazio 
Acid (composed of the first letters of the words 
carbon, hydrogene, and azote, with the syllable 
ic added to them) was proposed by the latter 
chemist as a substitute for, that of Prussic Acid« 
but the new name has nev^ been generallj 
adopted* 
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But Although M. inirrett's ^^ 
•Plrnssic Acid' te not doibisisKeht with what has 
'since been found to he its real nature; he liks 
a just claim to the discovery of a very important 
fact connected with this question^ natnely, Utat 
of an elementary combination of Pmssic Add 
andiron, constituting a new acid; which when 
combined with bases forms what have been d^ 
.nominated triple prussiates. . 

. . . y ■ ... 

, Ube habits, and chemical arrangement of tbia 
ferrated Prussic Acid^ are jaot however as yet 
•£stinctly understood ; and although M. Pelletier 
has more recently paid considerable attention 
'to this new niodificatioh of the Prussic Acid, we 
do not think that itis existence has been fairly 
made out. 'But this is not the place for a 
(Chemical disquisition, and we will therefore 
proceed to'ott'er matters. 

To those who are anxious for a more cbnv- 
plete chemical history of the Prussic Acid and 
its compounds^ X would strongly recommend 
the perusal of the article Adde PrussiqiU, in 
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ihe EmcydopedU Methodique, written by Mor- 
yean in 1788 ; the work of ConUon, published 
in 18199 as well as his* former inaugoral disser- 
tation of 1806; the memoirs of Gay Lnssac 
and Vaaquelin^ and lastly those, of Le Maistre, 
translated and inserted in Thomson*s Annals, 
and of Pelletier, which will be found in one of 
the numbers of the Annals de Chimie for 1819. 
Besides tiiese, eminent chemists, several pthdr 
philosophers have been engaged in inquiries 
upon this subject. It will scarcely be neo^- 
sary to mention the names of BerthoU^t^* 
Fourcroy,f Vauquelin, Thenard,;)^ Proust, ^ 
Buck-holz,. and Hermstadt, the latter of whojH»; 
denominated thift acid the Zootic Acid. 

* Mem. de rAcadentie des Soieiice», 1787. 

Qumie Statistiqne, vol. 11. 
t fijtUBkede CoBnaisanoes Chimiqaea, toL I^ 
% Trait6 de Chimie, 1818. 
I Joumal de Pbyiiqae^and Aimales de Chimie, toU "SU 
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, . SECTION SECOND. 

, Method of procuring the Hydro-cyamo Add 

for Medicinal purposes. ^ 

< It has already been stated; Hiat the acid hi 
its pnrest state, as obtained by Gay Lcrssac, 
cannot be employed as a medicine. The pro- 
cesses which have hitherto been recommended 
for its preparation iii a ditnted state for medidd 
purposes, are those of Scheele, (improved hy 
La Pianche,) and of Yauquelin. I shall there- 
fore detail them both with minuteness, as it is 
oS the utmost importance to be very precise. 
Us well as cautious, in the manipulation of tliis 
powerful agent. 

1. Sckeele^s Process. 

To two ounces of Prussian blue, mixed with 
one .ounce of red precipitate of mercury, six 
ounces of water are added, and the whole 
boiled for some minutes with constant agitation, 
when the blue colour entirely disappears, and 
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die mass becomes of a yellowish grey ; it is then 
filtered, and the mass on the filter washed 
with a little hot water, which is added to the 
filtered liquor. Poor this upon one omice and 
a half of clean iron-filings, and add three 
drachms of strong solphnric acid. Shake the 
mix^ture well, and after allowing it to sub- 
side, pour off the liquor, put it into a retort, 
and distil the fourth part of it over into a 
weU luted receiver, which will afterwards be 
found to contain the aqueous prussic acid, witjh 
an admixture of a little sulphuric acid, to be 
got rid of by means of barytic water. The 
improvement suggested by I^a Planche con-^ 
sists in limiting the first distillation to f of the 
whole,, and iA rectifying the liquid thus ob- 
tained, by means of a gentle fire, over .^ of 
carbonate of lin\e, drawing off, afterwards,: | 
only of tho whole by a second distillatioii* 
Sy this method the acid is obtained at an 'uui* 
form degree of concentration^ 
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His process of Scheele has been varionsry 

explained by himself and other chemists, par^ 

'^libtilarly by the 'aulliors' of the paper on Prussic 

Acid inserted in the American. Kecorder. 

■ These * explanations; however, arfe fiftinded on 

^false plremisesi^aiid the' foHowln^'appeanr* to 

~re' the true rationale. When iroii^fiHiDg's afild 

'tralpbinrie acid ^er added to the sbltitioxi'' of 

F^russian hlue and thei red precipitate'^ mcn*^ 

ctary, water is decomposed, theredttced xier- 

entry combmes with the base of the axsicFed^^ 

'taihed in the Prussian bine (cyanogeiie)^ and 

^wms a cyantiret of merciny^ This new coiik- 

biiiatibn n again torn asimder by t£e 'kppli- 

'^caation of heat, aiid the '^i$yan6g;e^e''«u^8iiig 

upon the nascent hydrogene of the decbmipo'siflig^ 

watCT, forms hydro-cyanic vapours,' which wHen 

absorbed by wafer in th6 receiver, constitute 

'what has been called Prussic, or Hydro-cyanic 

Acid* 
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2, Vauqaelms Process. 
^ Into a solution consisting of two ounces of 
aaoret of mercury and sixteen ounces of 
iter, pass as mucb sulphuretted-hydrogene 
gas as will serve to decompose the salt, lea\'ing 
of tLe gas. Filter the liquor to se- 
larate tLe sulphuret of mercury formed, and 
^at the filtered liquor with an excess of sub- 
larbonate of lead. Shake the bottle until the 
excess of sulphuretted-bydrogene be absorbed. 
Filter once more, and the remaining liquor 
will be diluted hydro-cyanic acid, of a proper 
strength for medicinal purposes.* 
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so ItfAGENDIB's PREPABATTOK. 

from experience he feels convinced that 
Scheele's process does not produce an acid 
endowed with medicinal properties saflScIentlj 
uniform, owing to the want of precision in the 
mode of operating. He, therefore, prefers, 
and now employs. Gay Lussac^s acid, diluted 
with six times its volume, or eight times and a 
half its weight of distilled water.* Tlie density 
of the pure hydro-cyanic acid at the tempera* 
ture of 45^. being^=70.583 (that of water being 
' =1) it follows that the weight of the diluted add 
will be=9.20583 since the weights of fluids 
are equal to their volumes multiplied by their 
densities. To this modification of the acid^ 
however^ there are objections which I shall state* 
hereafter. 

oadftr demoBstratios, that everj preoaatioii was taken to eiuiire 
the aceorate result of the operations. 

* Read ** Reoberches Fhysiologiqaes etCliniqaes, tm l*Emplol 
de I'Acide Pnissiqae oa Hydroojaniqae dans le traitementdesmit* 
. iadies de Poitrme. Par F. Magendie, D.M. Paris 1819, p. 71 ^ 
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^^H ' 4. Apothecaries Company's Process. 

^^fc*Tlie demaDtl for the acid having been con- 
siderable* siDce the publicatioti of the first 
editJOD of this book, the Apothecaries Company 
have been induced tu prepare it at their crwn 
laboratory. The formula they employ has been 
supplied by professor Brande, as he himself 
informed me, and is tlie following " Prussiate 
of Mercury (cyauuret) lb. j. mnriatic (hydro- 
chloric) acid lb. j. water lb. y. Draw off four 
pints audrectify through chalk." 1 haveuot had 
an opportunity of trying this acid, as I am satis- 
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* Mr. Bnndn iuronneil mei Tour manlhi mgo. tbU uboai 
niDF ijubtU of ihe acid bnd bei^n said al tie ApothFCurki Hull, 
since April IttlOi and I am (old bj Wi. Garden, Ihal fortj piqt» 
wtte diipoicd or, liBve Uie iBiDii period, in fuisbap,makiiiK.i total 
ofinnetmndr'^ and tmenlj^-ciffhl oaacti : a quaniiij mlucU, tvliCQ *e 

in thti tounUr, oboul iwelie months, and thai it ii prnoribed in 
Ibr dOH. at moat, of 16 or SU drops in 24 lioar>, Buiinol but be 
iwDBidERd *t a proof nf Hi hatiDg porllj InlGlled Uic eiLpecta- 
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fied with that .which Mr. Grarden prepares for mf 
patients ; but I should conceive that the same 
objections, which exii^t respecting Scheeles 
process, may be urged likewise in the preisent ' 
case ; for the acid cannot by this prbcesd, be 
obtained in a uniform and well-known degree" 
of concentration. I know, besides, iliat ike^ 
acid, thus prepared, is of a turbid yellowisb' ' 
colour, instead of being colourless and trans-''' 
parent; and that it deposits [a considerable se-' ' 
diment, both which circumstances seem greatly ' 
to militate against its purity. There id mor^' ^ 
over no novelty in the process itself, bdilig^in'*' 
fact that of Gay Lussac, changing, unneoesim* 
rily, the proportions, and omitting two or three 
essential precautions, proposed as indispeniuble .. 
by that chemist in the preparation of tiie acid. 




SECTION THIRD. 

On the presence of Prussic Acid, in Animal, 

k,„ Veffelable, and Mineral Substances, 
The prussic or liydro-cyanic acid is not funnd 
ready fanned in the hlood. This fluid does, 
indeed, contain the principles of the acid in ■ 
question, but they re(|aire the presence of an ■ 
alkali, to influence that peculiar attraction and i 
combination of their molecules, which consti-'i 
lutes what has been called Prusstc Acid. Foui- 
croy, -and Thenard iudeed, thought that a 
change, simply, in the proportions of the coi^ ii 
stituent elemeuts of animal matter, sufficed to . ' 
produce the hydru-cyanic acid; but this suppo- ,j 
silioQ has been found to be incorrect, and baa^n 
been subverted bj subsequent experiments. 

On lliis point the reader will excuse my 
quoting from my notes, taken wliile attending 
a course of animal chemistry by Vauqnelin at 
the Royal Garden of plants in Paris, " When ' l 
animal substances are exposed to heat with..' 
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a mixture o( alcalies-hydrogene, carbiirettedj» 
and carbonic gas are obtained, besides a resi- 
d«e> which if washed in water will be foiHtd to 
contain Phissic Acid. Hie alcali therefore 
seems necessarj to form the Pmssio Acid by 
attracting together the principles of which it 
is. constituted. Nor should it be forgotten^ 
that no Prussic Acid will be produced mdess 
the temperature of the mixture be raised to a 
red heat." 

•It is a fact, that when we wash tiie residue 
of animal matter in water, no Prussic Acid is . 
found, unless alkalies be present at the same 
time; but on treating animal matter by heat, 
ammonia is formed, the presence of which is 
sufficient to promote the subsequent forma* 
tion of Prussic Acid. 

It is not improbable that the Prussic Acid 
is sometimes formed in certain diseases^ in 
some of the fluids of the animal body. Mens, 
Coollon debates this question in his last work 
on this substance^ and is inclined to adopt the 
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affinnative. He relates, among several others, 
the case of Dr. WiUiam Batt of Genoa, who 
coOected the sediment of the urine of a female 
patient, aged seven years, which, when exami- 
ned by Mojon the professor of chemistry, was 
found to be prossiate of iron, or prossian blae, 
a colour of which the sediment partook in 
a great measure. On another occasion M. 
Coullon himself found prussiate of iron in the 
menstrual fluid of a young lady having a de- 
cided lymphatic constitution.* It is a fa- 
miliar observation with some medical men, 
that blood, in a state of decomposition, will 
impart a blue stain to linen. Fourcroy relates 
an interesting observation upon this subject. 
'' A woman, aged about thirty years, laboured 
under a nervous and melancholic aflection, in 
consequence of protracted grief. The princi- 
pal seat of her suffering was in the epigastric 

* Consult tbe ** Reoherohes et Cooudentions Medioaies, sin 
Vuidit Hjdn-ojajuqoe, ton radioal, les compos^a, et ses antidotM « 
he:' Par J. COUjLLON, D. M. 1 toI. Sto. 1810. 
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witli b^otiq fevei;, j^d £l liyjid p^enes3 of tb? 
3)dn; ajt last evei^ t^n^ s^eioed to ^Mmpjuiv;^ 
uuiyeEsal lajoguor* land j» deppmijpofiUiQA oiibl^ 
hlood. Afitej a few days, she was :Sj^ed wUh 
a ^onvulsiv^ tc^mbliog aru] i^MJUJ^gs^, wljuck 
were followed by the disofaJaJjg^ ^ drops of 
Uood from the edge of ihe ey.elids, the nosk 
trils, -and the ears. The liaen with which <tbf 
hI«tod was wiped was marked wjAb spots of -^ 
heautiful Uue." FoiiB»crx>y. was wijyiefss of 
thJ3 fact; and he thinks himself warranted to 
Qonclude, from the e;S|periments wJbdeh h^ 
made in relation to (this sjo^ect, that ti^ 
blood, in this caseu contained ^ iix^d pruasi^ 
ef iroB."^ The same wrjAetf in his Animal 
C^^mistry, s^ct 8. order 2. art 9. on ih^ 6^ 
titio03 ^mmsi acids, s^saeiU that *' natwfe soq^ 
tmes ^ves birjbb to Pimss^c Ad4 ^^^ t)^ 

* Foarcroy. Annales de Chimie, torn. I. pp. 66. quoted 
iftflo bj ^e Aothor of a Memoir on 4lie Prnssio ht\d, printed in 
the -Sd Vol. of <tfie AiBerien Me^Bcd "Rcoorder, p it Mi i A c d nt 
Pluladelphia. 
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flf jMnlrifiMsiMii. 1£ Atilmrf iDatinr lie 
koied iiLJBiric mmI, a liqnd is obtnaed whidi 
0iaiAi» "tr^Mi hat beat caHe4 cyanogeae; irar 
if wiljpintc af wm be miieA, fNnniaa Uao is 

BffOClBStflAlBA 



His acid has also bofin observed in a state 
of perfect formation in some vegetable sub- 
stances^ though in small quantities. Their 
smell fully indicates its presence. This is the 
case with the bitter almonds, the kernels pf 
apricots, cherries, particularly the cerasajuU* 
ana, and several plumbs, the peach flower, 
peach and nectarine leaves, the leaves pf the 
lauro-cerasus, &c. The b^k of the prunu$ 
padus, or bird cherry-tree, when fresh takeo^ 
has a fragrant smell, and a bitter sub-astrin« 
gcut taste, somewhat sitoSar to that of bitter 
9]lniiili4s. Jtfj- 3^eimm> SOI ^po^cajry iu 
Beffi&> asceitnin^d, in 18il, that this baHc 
contained a notable quantity of Prussic Acid. 

c 2 
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'Water distilled from it,, proved fatal to animals 
when given to them internally^ and it is. a 
curious fact, that superstitious people ^shcHild 
have Selected the berries of this shrub to form 
necklaces, which are hung round, the neck of 
children to prevent fits, and allay cough from 
teething.* 

We may instance, as the only mineral sub- 
stance which has been found to contain Prussic 
Acid, the fer azurS of Haiiy, having a fine 
blue colour. 

It is also not improbable that the lapis-lazuli, 
which contains a small portion of iron, may 
hereafter ofier, when accurately analyzed, 
another instance of a combination of the Phis- 
sic acid in the mineral kingdom. 

, • To Messrs. Schrader and Vaaqaelin are we indebted for the 
greater number of these observations with regard to the presenee 
of PntBsic Aoid b vegetable substances See Annates de Chimio, 
vol. 44. aad Soberer allgem : Journal der Chimie, c. x. p. ISO. 
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SECTnOX FOrBTH. 

Physical Properties of tie Hydro-cyamc Add. 

When prepared by the deconqposition of 
mariatic acid and the cyanoret of mercury,* 
according to Gray Lossac's method^ the pnunc 
or hydro-cyanic acid has the following distin- 
gnishing properties: 

1. At the common temperatore it is liqind^ 
colourless, and transparent, with a strong 
smell of bitter almonds, and a peculial* pungent 
bitter taste, at first bland and sweetish. 

2. It is volatilized at 20° of the centigrade 
thermometer, boils at 26% and at 15° below 
it becomes concrete, and crystallizes in nee- 
dles like nitrate of ammonia. Its extreme 
volatility is such, that when a drop of it is ex- 
posed to the air, on the end of a glass rod, it 
'is rapidly crystallized. The same happens if 
a drop be suffered to fall on a sheet of paper. 

• Formerly called pnusiaU of mercury, until Gay Lassac pro- 
red thmt the cyanogene alone is combined, in this instance, with 
the metal, and not the hydro-eyanic acid. - 
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3. Its specific gravity is (k70§SS: when in 
a concrete sU^e it is only 0.600: wJuIethat 
of itis vapour is 0.947. 

4. It has an odour so strong and characte- 
ristic, that it produces almost immediate pain 
in the head, with deafness/ unless largely dilu* 
ted with air or water, as in the case of th^ apid 
prepared for medicinal purposes^ In other re« 
spects the smell is the same a? that of pe^h 
ffowers or of bitter almonds. 

5. Its tendency to assume the gazeouft 
form is very considerable: it is decomposed by 
a high temperature, or by the contact of lightj^ 
when carbonic acid, volatile alcaU, and carbu-» 
retted hydrogen gas are given but, a carbonfi-^ 
ceoos matter remaining behind. 

6. When brought near to a body in a 
state of conlbustion, it instantly inflames andf ^ 
bums with a blue flame. Water and alcohol 
dissolve it readily. 

In the memoh* of Count Le Maistre of St* 
Petersbourg, to wjbocli. I badrpccasiQii to alludes 
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s few pages back, in speaking of certain novel 
eombinations*^ortbe Pmssic Acid^ the author 
Qpmes to the following conclusions. *' Three 
different and well marked states in. Pmssic Acid, 
may be distinguished: 1. The pure acid^ with- 
out oaLjfpUEk iind withMt vcwt, such Its it exists 
iBEtfae sdubler prdssmtt of iron; 2. The fenm- 
pBKOmi. Vnasic JkeUt^ trkhont oxyg«il» as it 
ejusti in Hm pnusttiate of potash and im tlie 
gieeti pittasiates ;. Si The fermj^ous- and oxy« 
gSDated aeidy sudi as it exists in ail Hbe blue 
prficipitales*" 

tf tins be eorreet^ contmues tfie anliior^iiiaiijp 
iieta will- be.erjq^ained respecting Hm habits of 
ttdii adid;. while at the same time tlie phenome-' 
mfa( of twa ptimsiat^ the one colonriess and' 
sofaibley the other blue and resoluble, can be 
easily, understood.. 



* J 
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SECTION FIFTH. 

Phyuological Experiments made with the pure 

Hydro-cyanic Acid, 

It is only by means of physiokgical expe*> 
rimeats, that we can ever hope to . increase 
tk^ number of those substances^ which 
m&a may afterwards use^ with safety and 
vantage, in the treatment of diseases.* From: 
l^e moment of its discovery, it was ascertained: 
that the Prussic Acid was deleterious to Hie 
hiiman frame, and was consequently rahked 
amongst poisons. Tliis opinion was confirmed, 
by the experiments of Coullon, Emmert, Bo«- 
bort, Orfila, and more particularly by those of. 

^ Recentioref Medici, at medicanniDtonua^ sapellex magis 
map^isqae angeretor, eomaiqoe vis qoofidie mag^s innolMcest; 
plurima sane experimenta, ni in semetipris, aliisqae, ita etiam in 
bratis, tgerant; atqae hanc Tiam secnti, Materiam Medieama 
remediis compioribas efficientia probatif» porro loenpletamnt* 
Makzoni de pneeipois Acidi prnstid medlcia Cieiiltatibas sp«* 
eiiben. 1818. 
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Magendie^ Bnignatelti, * Dovignaii, and 
Parent. 

Not only the Prussic Acid in its purut state, 
but the substances containing it, are capable 
of producing the most baneful effects when 
immoderately taken. From the time of Dios- 
corides down to Deyenx, who wrote a few year» 
back» examples have been quoted where the 
hitter aJmonds^ for instance^ have proved fatal 
to animals of every description ; and Bauchin 
has been reported to have known persons, who 
fell victims to their excess in eating this spe- 
ciea of almonds. A few drops of the essential 
oil are sufficient to destroy several animals* 
Even the water distilled from the bitter, almonds 
is pernicious to the human fraiile when incau^i^. 
tiously or copiously taken. Messrs. Duvignaa 
and Parent made some experiments upon them- 
selves to ascertain this fact. They commenced 
by taking six drops of the water distilled three 

f Read the OwmtiU di Fineu, published erei^two month*, at 
tite Unfarenity of Paria. 

c 3 
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Urn^s, m w aiipropriate Tehicfe^ wiilHintpca<^ 
ducing any otber than a transient unpii^aHGai.^ 
QaJaktiig IB AtofByhomeYmt yestigaiiHB<«Hpe- 
ijienefd^ and ^ digfou&oa. ta ske{v aceooipA^ 
nied.wUh a. tingVmg of the^ CMfs and dinoess' 
o£ sight. Wbea tiie dose wa&^ iacneased; tn^^SS^ 
dfojps^ rfarnmg symptoms feflocwedy suoli asif 
cotiviibiowSy and nsomkiag^ wUctt, aUknigb tto 
eixperiifteiitcrs, aacQeeded in aMajaBf^ bf. aut^^ 
sfAsmncfios^ em«d tbem^ eompletel jr of aof atte*- 

xior. mA to txseertum' bow^ fkr &i^^ sttbs4!an<ee« 
iBigkt bG>d9tetopioas to aiiimate«^ A <fipachm (rf^ 
the distilled water of bitter almonds bas billeel' 
a ittod^Nite size dog. 

Tbe Lcmdaii and- Bdfabnr^ 6)yttege» bare^ 
re^cKyted'tiie (Mstitted water ftwst tbe^ stone»i of* 
Ma9tchirrie»m conseqnence of iti' contaiintigf 
Pntsste A^id— aUhon^^ not ift socb a ctncuatitf^ 
b«t4M il magi^ be taken witb ieapwMi^. JSihi^ 
€iim9-^m9ep^ or oberry-brandy, is not ftee fpowt 
this acid ; and Haller has remarj^ed . that it JkU^ 
led those who used it inunoderatolf • T^ samfln 



imltr cites 1fa« iti^ltte^ cC u- ycmtg nMb who 
bad #ateii to exceti 1^ k^»A of cbMrie^, nd 
nw'atttt^d. iritll a gVMt degteo of d»oW«i^ 
mesa. 

Expetfhii^tif Have l^eM' itmde oirMi'ds wii& 
the fresh jtJSciiB^ tte telives and flumers dt the- 
peach^trw: Tbe^e ifttfie^aiihiidi^ imiformty 
btted syinptoilt^ of tie impreitsioii it made oii 
th^hr systefm Itf ohid of the French newspa-' 
p^^ iot iKMi MTisf ftikd^ that the late Ihke 
Chairles d6 Lorrtine hfld neatl^ lost his life 
fl^om strsdlowhi^ somier dro]ps of 6<m de noyatt too 
sUttfti^' itttpr^gimted: wHhr' the essential oil of 
pesket^kemels; 

T^ Vdi^e r06A(m tH beil^v^that noyau fabri- 
&iU4 iff thte cotiiitrjr, or iivMcb; after a Ion j^ 
i^jrf^e* fttmi MSHiiiititie; has sniSbred in itS' 
(jwditJiis; iff^restt^e* to ftt iWv^ the add!^ 

iiM of riit&or pfttre ttrti^rftr Add; or chewy. 
MtiM^'trat^n 

IS?' ir iir Ae* feftve^' of tfie last^meAtitoedl 
I^ibtlf'Aatf tU^B'nssiO JiAd'eiam in greatest' 
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abondanoe — rubbed between the fingers, they/ 
givQ out a particulu: stupifying smell. They, 
have a, bitter taste more intense^ even^.than- 
that of bitter almonds. Tliis peculiar flavour and. 
smell, when in a mpderate degree, being rather 
pleasant, has induced cooks and confectionerft; 
to- employ the laurel leaves on many occa- 
sions. Milk, in some parts pS the Conti- 
nent, is boiled with one or two leaves of ther 
cherry laurel in it ; and Ingenhouz stales, that 
he saw people much affected by it. I wa^^ 
called last year to a family who had partaken 
of. a most delicate and flavoured preparation, 
of fish, and who had all been, indiscrinpnately^ 
affected^ after dinner, with vomiting, attended 
by a sensation of burning at the stomach. Sus^ 
pecting that some metallic oxide might have 
accidentally been mixed with that part of the. 
food which had been cooked in copper vessels,, 
I desired to see them all immediately, asweUL. 
as the remains of what the family h;ad partaken 
at table. Amongst otl^er utensils^, a situi^ 
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pan was presented to me in which the fisb had. 
heen dressed. The vessel was in the best or- 
der, and contained, y^t, part of the condiment^ 
and about a dozen of large and small leaves of 
die cherry-lanrel, which the cook had added to 
impart an elegant flavonr to the dish. This 
explained the sudden complaint of the family* 
The smell fully indicated the presence of the 
deleterioas acid, and I proceeded immediately 
to administer appropriate substances to conn-, 
teract its effect, in which I happily succeeded. 

Persons need be on their guard against 
high-flavoured creams, blanc* mange and other- 
dainties prepared by the confectioners. 

In the Philosophical Transactions there are^ 
two cases of poisoning (unintentionally) by 
drinking cherry-laurel water. 

Two servants at Turin, intending to regale- 
themselres, pilfered a bottle from their mi»- 
tress^s cupboard> which they suf^osed to con* 
tain some liqueur. They drank several swallows 
of it quickly — ^were seized with convulsions^ 



fwnoconc&tr 

ttd dkd M IW spot. It i« MeAflirt» Myr 
4iat the lifUftfr itm ohuij -jaoret irsfer. A; 
iMtar aeddeai; was Bear happenrng-tir ir yoai^: 
flidf, tiN> jemrs a^f Imt th^ qpumtiiy lakM^ 
MBg naall, aad assislaaee kaviiig' been ttSteH 
Ml proBtftly, &6 alflmMig a^inptoiiis wape^ 

1 have afaeady stated^ tl»al tbe d^i^feriott^ 
activity of^ AfM^ vegetable substaaioed^ i»* 
pfoved by Sebvadkir and otbeiv, is- dive" te the' 
presence of Pmssie Act A<. 

it- has been showa by several^ physiote^sts^. 
thai tlA^ aej4, when admtoistl^ed to waram- 
blooded animate^ in itd corrcentt^t^d state; 6t' 
itt the form e4'jBip&m^ defitroyiS tiierr senribi- 
lky» and the ccPKtraetility of the vokintafy mtrisi^ 
eles; but such a statsment should not dt ef t^i *' 
the physician ftom> inqoiring whether' av svrt>- 
stanoe, pos seised of su^ active pi*ep«rrtiteV. 
might not ba> safely intitMhwed in^ the' piM-^ 

*** CbHtnK on this tobjeot the writings of F<mtaDa, Hadden, . 
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See of medicine; for it mast not be forgotten, 
that many of onr most energetic remediea, are- 
drawn from the class of vegetaltle and mineraf 
poisurts. TTius ophun, henbane, hemlock, di- 
gitalis, arsenic, corrosiTe soblinrate, &r. are- 
datly nsed by the practitioner, with great 
advantage, though they are known to be poi- 
sonous in other reapects. In fact, almost 
every article in Uie Pbarmacopceia may be 
considered as banefut, rather than beneficial 
to the human frame, if the precautions, re- 
specting their dose and intensity, be over- 
looked or neglected. The same reasoning 
Itolds good with regard to the acid, winch, 
forms the subject of the present paper. It is 
not becanse Dr. Magendie or Orfila tell us that 
dogs have been destroyed by the application 
or ingestion of theprusstc acid in its most con- 
centrated state, that we are to abandon all 
ideas of using it as a niedidine. Who would 
refuse to prescribe the arsenical aolntion of" 
wler in agues of long standing, and in. some- 
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obstinate cutaneoas disorders, because arsenic^ 
even in small doses, has been ei^ployed to de^ 
stroy vermin { CouUou, indeed, proved spme- 
time since, that the Prussic Acid, like digitalis, 
hemlock, &c. may be poisonous, and yet per-. 
fectly admissible into the Materia Medica ; for, 
he brought himself to take eighty drops daily^, 
without experiencing any bad effects*. 

In the year 1815, a report went abroad that, 
a Mr. Scharinger of Vienna, had fallen victim, 
to the' poisonous action of Prussic Acid, ac- 
cidentally applied to his naked arm, while 
engaged in some experiments concerning its 
preparation. The fact was repeated in the 
Medical Repository for that year ; when owing 
to my being then engaged on the subject of 

• See Coullon** InaugHral DiuertatioD on the Prnssio Acid, 
defended, the 80th Aagast, 1808. To those who feel aaxlovr. 
of knowing more than I have here thought proper to detail with 
retpect to the phjiiological action of the Pmsiic Acid, M. Conl- 
loi»*a paper will be a soaroe of great informatioB, as it oontaihf m 
TMt number of verj interesting faets. The same gentleman has. 
since made some experiments with the Cjanogene upon animals^ 
and has paUiibed a mw work on this sabjeet* 
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die acid iB question, I ventured to address the 
editor of that respectable journal with an ex- 
pression of my doubts as to the truth of the 
fact itself; and supported my doubts by what I 
deemed unanswerable evidence. The result of 
this address was an application from the editor 
to a correspondent in Germany, who in coiv*. 
sequence of a communication from Baron 
lacquin, the well-known professor of Botany 
at Vienna, was enabled to contradict the report, 
as far as it related to the Prussic Acid having 
destroyed JIfr. Scharinger, for it appeared that 
this chemist had died of apoplexy. Yet not-, 
withstanding this contradiction from authority,: 
the fact has again been repeated in some recent 
publications, with great disregard to truth, an^ 
ap|>arently for the purpose of throwing a good 
ihare of odium on the physicians who endeavom^ 
to establish the claims of the Prussic Acid to the 
confidence of every practitioner as a medicine:. 
This reminds me of a singular conversa- 
ti(m which passed between a person of raal^ 



ttttd A p^p&W pbysricfav stHne^ time Itet 
j€ear; bM isb0r% aft^ tk)- a|>pe«ra&G^ of Am^ 
fimn«r diiittoii^ ef tidd werib. . Ol^fai^ LonMifi 
leering «6f teH<Gfw wbef&BK he ttiight^ Mot^liati^ 

Mi€^ kif ttediort ailtefidimt ba#nof stHfet^JHi^ 
i* iteflioi4ii^^ tfte^pByiSi^ita d^>^ oMidrteA;, 
^'' Yes, my lortH yM- nwey AT y^u are dhrpoilsft 
ID Uflrt^n to aS" ^te tmii& tii)»t^ hstiefl Ihniii tfiil^ 
■Mfii^&t^ pr«ss'; Intf nMtrk Ae^ cemse yt t ai ic ^ ^ 
jgmiScmtat'iAx^'laifi aeddlentieiliyi^ffe^h^'fiftii 
gwwitti the Pi^ftsslc acl#, and trmracrify^tlAtMt 

•f oeameet, aad Id^t tltaiC Bf^essaiy appendage t» 
Hk^fttoe^-^'ifluteiryottn^ladjr, "^Im had tdso'takfStt 
fte- siffie^ medieki^' fbr a few idgf»y het^oAH^ 
titor»ujhlf ftftref Aa«tB«f'piW5tittDn«r; By licr 
ittMUfl- sro poptrlaras tBe oiiel bave jnst alhich^ 
toj obserred^ mture recently, inanswer ter triiefliei^ 
tSe acid imgfat not be of service in the eailH^of 
apatfent'dymg of pidnfonic affecticw, that **he 
Ytmld* rather ^itsttid' bye and do noliriff^, tbttt 
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hid it been gvieraHy adopted by medkml iMii 
of piiet ttd pruMit agee^ weuU ttotb»e ce». 
tribnted much towards bringfatg tlie Biirteite 
Mediea ifHe Ifait flouriflMag state te wMcb it 
bas-lmpipilf arrived at tbe pvesail nemeat 

file eAp e>l iiie » te nAiek baive bees nuide^ 
^wa^iiftainH nvtlr a^tiew lo aMeiUfea tber i«sft 
yrtgd n we efllMs e# tke bydre^yaaic add< ef 
mf tmOBOi ar4» vmam, and many of Ibenfr 
0M<m»r htist ^ detail ef tbeiA i» HbH plaee» 
iMiiA H^ aseleei, aatiieyb«¥ebeett published! 
itt^ seiretat wefMi^ witfi wtich erer^r me^MI 
mioi engirt te* be* aeq^ainted; to these fiicti^ 
and to the stestem^titewM^ I bare^ iDsertedriH 
^he Cranial' ef ^kr Koyd !betiliitie«, I must 
refer my readete^; but? wiA iMft- obeer^AtiM^ 
ttol the acid empl^^yed in these experimente, 
dtoifl^ which aaimal^y gf^«t\y infant tta mam 
in strength imd- ootislitcrtie«^ were de9lr<^ed^ 
k as aaJifce the acid now used in medicine^ as 
the syrap of Poppies is unlike the extract of 
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Opium; yet both these latter sabstaaceB are 
given as medicines ; whereas, iif ith regard to 
the Prussic Acid, the weakest preparation ofily. 
h^ been adopted. 

It will npt, however, be superflaoniB in thiC 
place to repeat, that in preparing thie hydro*' 
cyanic acid; of Gay liussac, the utmost canlt^n 
is necessary; as it is impossible to breatheitt. 
Vftpdurs without feeling ' thjO most . danger«ruft 
effects. Dr. Magendie states, that owing- tjfi^. 
some neglect . on his part, while preparing the 
acid for the purpose of experimeiits upon 'ani-r 
mals, he suffered the most excruciating piMOft 
in the chest, accompanied, by feelings of op«, 
pression, which lasted some hours. 

But even the strongest hydro-cyanic acid of 
Gfty Lussac, though dangerous in its prepara- 
tion, soon ceases to be so, as it is impossible tp. 
preserve itin a state of purity more than a few 
hours, a fact to which we have already alluded.* 

* Gaj Lof fao says, ** En oooienrant oet aoide dani def vasef 
bien fermis^ rn^me jaot qa*il ait le contact de I'air, il se decom- 
pose qaelqaefoit en moins d*aoe heiire." Op. citat. 
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The concentrated Prassic Acid is spontane* 
onsly decomposed at the ordinary temperature 
of the atmosphere, and then it loses all its ob- 
noxious qualities. In this process, carbone is 
precipitated, the liquid becomes brown, and if 
evaporation be suffered to go on, the whole dis- 
^pears under the form of volatile ammonia 
and. hydro-cyaaate ci aounonia, leaving behind 
a considerable quantity of black carbonaceous 
matter. 
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S£CTJON SIXTH. 

Anahffji which led to the use of the Medioinal 
Hydro^anic (or Prussic) Acid 08 a 
Medicine. 

Itoan nmfhe no kngera tn«(ler>of 4oi|l|^ 
^Mit tfie Fr«Hsk AcM, iM^vreffiir pmiMio«8 ^ 
Uselfy ttay, wbeM properly 4ilfitei ^iriAi wnkef^ 

foe used as a medicine with safety and«MMn* 
tage. 

This assertion, which a few years ago had 
little more than mere analogy for its support, 
has since been proved, by extensive practice, 
to be true to its fullest extent. 

In studying the phenomena of poisoning by 
the Prussic Acid, it was observed that animals 
on which it had been made to act, and in which 
no trace of sensibility or muscular contractility 
could be found after its application, would 
often continue to breathe for several hours 
freely, while the^ circulation of the blood re- 
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■HUDOd appareulK mialtBred. It might indaeA 
be Baid, liiifi these animals were dead wit^ re- 
gard to tlieir exteruaJ functiono, yet fitUl -enjoyed 
life tlirougb tlieir nutritive facvUies. 

This property <>( extingaisliiflg tbe gieaenU 
sensibilitj', without any e&teiisit>le iajnry to 
r6spirs.tion aai dtaviMiaa, tlie two principal 
fuoctiwDS of Ufe, a»tur«tlly led to a belief that 
tlie favdro>«jaiuc or PrasiiH; Acid, «iigiit be ad- 
vantageously used ill cases of exces^ve eeogi- 
lolity aiid irritation^ pailiciilarly when tliese 
two morbid states are Ukety to aSect, hb tiiey 
ol'tea do, eiUier the resfuratory organs, oc tbe 
circulation generaJly. 

Thus, in all coses of spasmodic coughs, 
ostjimas, booping cough., and tbe vanouB dig- 
tressiitg ciymptoms attendant on a ncrvoos 
habil, SlC. the acid faa« been administered w^b 
{;ood eUect; for in all sucb cases, there is a 
vicious augmentation of sensibility, ,owpe g«- 
tierallj tnown under liie name of irritabflky. 
^But as the Pmssic A^id i^ ^d to exert ci 
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derable influence over the arterial syiBtemy aiid 
Utile or none over the venous circulation^itmigfett 
likewise foe inferred, that in cases of inflamma- 
tion, the acid might be employed with the moM 
beneficial results. This kind of analogical rea« 
soning induced professor Brera, ten years ago,' 
to administer the Hydrocyanic acid of Scheele ill 
cases of high pulmonary and other inflamma^ 
tionSy in doses of four drops, twice a day; .whlBii 
the violence of the disease was quickly snbduied, 
without having any recourse to more than preli- 
minary bleeding. This, in a subject already ex- 
hausted by the depletion employed to combatthe 
disease, must be considered as an incalculable 
advantage ; for in all such cases there is a point 
where the phlebotomist is obliged to stop, 
or the patient might expire und^r the lancet^ 
before the desired effects of copious bleeding, 
in checking an acute, or eVen a chronic habil 
of inflammation, are perceived. 

The frequent opportunities which physicians 
have now had to administer the Pmssic acid in 
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the treatment gf Yarious disorders, evidently 
shew that it may be used witkont danger; for 
oo-onie case has yet been recorded, in which 
the acid in question (properly administered) 
has proved either fatal or injurious; whilst 
pf the digitalis alone, (to say pothing of other 
active and poisonous medicines) several in- 
stances are to be found in the medical works, 
and periodical journals, of its highly baneful 
effects on the animal. system. Yet the digitalis 
is still prescribed by physicians even to the 
most delicate subjects ! — ^A very few grains of 
tartar emetic, dissolved in water, and ^ still 
smaller^ quantity of corrosive sublimate, will 
^ach destroy life; but are we not in the daily 
)iabit of i^dministering both, the former as a 
most useful evacuant, and the latter as a valu*' 
able specific ? Th^ charges, therefore, which 
have been brought forward gainst the Prussic 
Acid, in ponsequence of its belonging to the 
pIimss pf poisonous sub$tapces, must necessarily 

D 
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t ' • • ■ ... . » . 

fall to t&e*ground, when even a single ftistance 

r 

of mischief occasioned by it canbot be ijtiibt^. 

That the Prussic Acid has 'foiled in prddtac- 

ing any sedsible effect in sotiie 6f the d&M- 

'plaints in Which It Aas be^n exhlbit^d» tiiti 
hbt^pr^pared to deny; nay, I ato'frfe'to ild- 
khowlie^ge tliiit In some iiistances VBJire *1 
expected sticce^, I have been dis{^[>oiiitdd. 

'But is not this the caie With rfe^d to eVefy 
other article in the Materia Medica, however 
deservedly esteemed and jiistly celebrated ? The 
want of successful results in the employment 
of remedies for certain specific 'diseal^es, 'd^- 

' pendis so much upon previous iit^tii&eht,* Cbik" 
stitundfi, and mode of adminis&kti6n' of' tKe 
medicine itself, as welf 'lis on a pi*6per tliow- 

"ledge of the kniihal ec6n6'my/wi% tefeir^lider^o 
the' mode of action of ' ihe rfemedy to 1be ' Hp- 

'^ plied; that no reasonable physician "vdll' be 
iticBned to think t^s favorsitily of a p'aftibular 
medicine, because it has failed to cure evety 
disorder. 
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SECTION SEVENTH. 

Effetis of the Hydro-ct/anic'CPrussicJ Acid on 
the Humari System, and enumeration of the 
^ 'IH8eases'ini6hzch<it has proved beneficial. 

"IBvery practitioner^ who hzs had any expe- 

Tience int'^e ase of 'the medicine under con- 

sider^tiony agrees in* thinking^, that thePmssic 

•Acid acts directly on the nerves^ and through 

them/ on the-x5ircnlation'i*''But whether the first 

effect produced on' the nervous system be one of 

excitement, ^closely f6liowed by corresponding 

*depression---«or''wbetfior'^'the latter on/y< occur, 

are questions- as yet* undetermined. Messrs. 

'Duvignau* and Parent f say, '*fWe feel jcon- 

itinCed that'the Pmssic Acid acts immediately 

on" the nervous system, of which it excites the 

action in a^manner veary^prompt but transient." 

BoBda and^Rasori): ^^snpposed that the Prussic 

* Fontana, Maog^i, Brera, Borda, Magendie, Orfila, Rasori, 
Thomson, &c« 

t American Recorder, Vol. II. p. 464. 

X Brognatelli Elementi di Cbimica Farmaceotica. Aimali di 
•Scienze, Vol. II. 1811. 
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Acid possessed a quality directly the opposite 
of stimulus^ and produced direct, debility."-- 
Cc^uUoQ.is of the same opinion^. Mageodi^ 
considers it as annihilating^ \rhen given in large 
jdoses, the muscular andnervous power, without 
extinguishing the nutiitive function^ of. lifi^ 
Mangili assures us,, that like the poison of th^ 
viper, the Prussic Acid produces depressing 
effects ;t while Brera, j: and with him, Mansoi^i 
and JPauzago § pretend, that it is^ at one and 
the same time, a stimulant, and a debilitating 
agent ; the first acting locally only^ the second 
generally. That tliere should exist some .dis- 
. crepancy of opinion in this respect, cannot be 
a matter of surprize; since it is only through 
its effect on the general system, that the pra9- 
titioner, or even the physiologist, can e\er be 
able to judge of the particular mode of operar 



* Op. citat. 
t Op. citat. 
j^ Op. Citat. 
§ Proipetti Cliniei, Vol. !• 
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tion of this medicine. And who is prepared to 
affirm, that because depressive symptoms have 
manifested themselves, occasionally, after th^ 
administration of the Pmssic Acid ; such sympr 
toms, have been developed throagh one, rathef* 
than another, part of the system ? That it has a 
lowering effect in some diseases of excitement, 
experience daily proves — ^that it diminishes ger 
neral irfitabilitv, no one skilled in its admini* 
stration can denv— and tliat it does so throui^h 
the Imodium of the nerves, seems equally evident ; 
i^ince it is only after a considerable nervous de- 
pression that such a species of irritability is tran- 
quillized. With regard to its producing, at first, 
a transient excitement on the nerves, followed 
by an immediate contrary effect ; I am not 
disposed to deny, that experiments have been 
brought forward to prove such an assertion: 
yet in those which I instituted for the purpose 
of ascertaining the best mode of detecting 
Prussic Acid, when administered . by the poi- 
sonous hand of the murderer, I never observed 
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that the animattf we)% eitber eoimibed, or.iii 
paitt'; nor did I' discoter tire fafnt^^ iric&cf 
organic inflisiintilation. But after aH, this isr Irat 
a secDi^ary oonsidbmtionf in ih6 Htslory of tfii^ 
medicine in qtiVssfibil ; m6', iti'i&y h^tttftle cf)[fl^ 
nion> it is qoife stffficient for t&e' pwponeis of 
prft<$ticei to n6te tilnd r^t$ord tbe aggtfe|M«'dttnl 
of All the vislUa elftetr, irblub tb« Vm^ AM 
boi liein krfowlf to pf&duce in oeHato' e^tti^ 
\>letlntfi ( in order to Judge of Uie propHeff of 
iii flfpi^Ucatioi^ ill ether afitid riiiftilkr (MMdiv WM 
fhls VieiT, F siiftK beg^ totfvc) ^ ilMb tfae^ MMlt 
6f rAf 0:jt jii^rfenfce ob*^ thf* pblw; 

"tlie^ Fi^i»6le Adid'is^eitiitieKfly ^ati>^> iM^ 
,<i'o even fhaU dp^ium^; bdl* it^ sj^eolite inod^ of 
actidti' is socneWbiit ilfte^^Ui, ^t^ afil lo ifis^ py^^* 
p^^s' and efle(^, iVeiil tbett ef libe lal^r f nb^ 
Mtaiice. Tti(^ l^^ic Aold; vrhffn acfinmister^d 
f(> a' pafiebf labonring under a di/^ase 0^ vsur»- 
f^titoor otbei< 03^ oiteihent, appears to exert, an 
iMin^diate infinehee U]^n the nervons system ; 
it ^^i^duaUjr dinlinl^lKe^ all itritabMity, checks a 
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too rapid circulation, and calms many. of. the 

symptoms o{ ferer. If a dry conffh be present, 

i|^piroii|o^^e;Kpec}oretion, inihe first instance, 

f^id sii|>se<}iien^y, stops t^e, coagh itself. TIm9 

^|]^$s, b^ore exfid^, siK>n feel the quieting; 

imfMresi^ion of tbe acid ; they become subdued ; 

*, ^, «» .»™^^.», even *. „,^ 

sion of the eyes, assume a character of unusual 

VOeknesf ; there is a relief from pain and ac- 

tn^ sulGMring:; the patient feels it, and is grate- 

^A> sl^p comes on undisturbed, respiration is 

IP0, 9Pjl t]|e. pujse.more tranquil Ihan at anj 

oftei; K^9<) . 9% the coinplaint, haying lost the 

tlAol)Uig l}?§t of irritation. In spme few cases, 

fli^^. s|^df|t^ye effects are so inuch more consii- 

j^acftl^f thftt the patient expresses himself as if 

only **/h^fa^vh*' Q^^ those occasions^ there is 

an iigpg^arjtni entjr^ prostration of strength, g^:;ea) 

lowness pf spirits, and unwillingness to moye, 

sp^al;^ ^ t$y^^ &od; life sieems suspended, yet 

the ^^4 mi wpd remain clea^ and intelligent; 

therc^ i3 a totsj absence of pmn ; neither doe$ 
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the patient complain of any symptoifi of loc^T 
or general irritation; the heat of the skin 19 
natural^ and the pulse^ in the midst of tbift 
dead suspense, continues its course steadily 
and quietly. This state of things lasta froiO 
twelye to twenty-four hours, when it ceases; 
and €vfery organ is gradually restored to itrf 
former integrity of function. It should how-^ 
ever be borne in mind, - that such- instances 
of great depression, produced hf the aeid^ 
^re extremely rare; and indeed seldom ^^^ 
cur, 'txCept wbere the dose has beeft loo^ 
large, or the -acid has been -injudiciously- i^-» 
ministered; or fiX)m some peculiarity Jn the 
i^otistitution. There is scarcely a remedy which 
does not act in a similar manner, under simito 
fcircumstapces; or which does not present/ mord 
or less; some anomalies in its effects^ dependant 
oil the particular idiosyncrasy of; the patienti 
in some few cases^ the Prussic Acid disa^e^s 
with the stomach, and then it neither ean, not 
"miffht to be persisted in.- It has also been^ said 
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to occasion giddiness in some individuals, in 
in which case, it is necessary, either to discon- 
tinue it, or to diminish the dose, and associate it 
with slight stimulants; but in the course of a 
pretty extensive practice, 1 cannot aver having 
ever observed tliis symptom. Opium, Henbane, 
and particularly the Fox-glove, &c. have oftea 
exhibited greater occasional deviations from 
their usual mode of action. 

But the Prussic Acid has never yet been 
found to produce the head-ach, and heaviness 
ocpasioned by Laudanum; the fluttering and 
palpitations brought on by Hemlock; the 
parched mouth, and irritability of the 'throat 
proceeding from the action of Digitalis ; nor any 
of the other unpleasant symptoms which these 
medicines are known, under certain circum- 
stances, to develop. In a case of great anxiety 
to me, where the digitalis, after repeated bleed-r 
rngs, had been ordered in consultation by a most 
eminent physician, this medicine, without dimi- 
nishing the action of the puls'e^ brought on such 

d3 



99 EFPEdl'S OP thfi J>fttJ8SIC ACID 

^imiiiii^ d^6siSra& of the Arltkl po^ets, Wi& 
fV^^etit ioMiiit^i that its ttse wto dls^oiHiAfleA' 
^ftet this fe'^ ftirly hbitrs. Yet th^ tBffetftefWH^ 
4lis^se Tefidaitted inreheoked, the iip^^araAees 
of pfogrfessive iiiflatmnittioh, the fetei*, restless-* 
Hess, and inbtdinlate action of Ae prise con- 
tinned ; When thePrnssic Acid was had r6cburi?e 
tV), sAid the patitot was from fliat ihoiiirent in* 
sensibly snatched froni destractioh. 

I ii^Ve staled in a former edition thaft the 
lassie Acid acts gently on the hotels, ill flie 
fWst ihstaiw5e, and ^hrft when, ^ftist' sothe day«, 
fbe^e seem to ^eitU into a torpid state, %b^ 
]^i!dest mbdibihes, and those in ilmcLller cftiali- 
i4H^s than nsnal, suffice to pro'diitce thb deis^uie^ 
^flfebt, whe»n cbmbitiea with Ibhe ^cid. tPhfe ^rst 
pkrt 6f tMs obser*i^tre«, !idwevcfr, hoMd -g^KMt 
fnfiieW caseis otaly. In geiferd^eacid dofes 
nbt exctte any senfsible action 'on theboWcte* 

COUGHS. 

^ 'fhe effect whidi tiie Pras^C; Acid -produces 
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in almost every kind of cough, particularly if 
this be of a Bpa«modic nature, is bigbly satis^ 
ftipUnry, i^d ^s.more quickly obt^ed, than fir^m 
any other medicine, I ain aware of. 

HECTIC FBYER. 

In hectic fevers it affords ease, lowers the 
pulse, diminishes the number of paroxysms, 
works a favorable chancre in the action of the 
lon^, and their circulation ; while tlie morbid 
heat of the skin, and the circular flushes of 
the cheeks, gradually disappear. The night 
sweats are also soon suspended. My former 
practice in this respect lias been further con- 
firmed by the observations 1 have had occasion 
jtoQiake within the last twelve months; during 
which period I have administered Ibis medicine 
in a great variety of cases, so, as to enable me 
to rej^eat ike sftme assertions, notwithstanding 
the expression of doubt of their warrantable' 
qess on the part of . the, reviewers of this work. 
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PULMONARY CONSUMPTION^ 
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The disease, however, for which the medi- 
cine under consideration has been strongly 
recommended, and justly so, is pulmonary con- 
sumption. It will be seen, by a reference to 
our cases and to those of other practitioners, 
tbat in incipient complaints of this kind, the 
effects produced by the medicine, have been 
;»uch as to warrant us almost in asserting (hat 

it either suspended or cured the disorder. 

• 
In cases of confirmed consumption^ the 

iPrussio Acid, even at the approach of death, 

lias proved a most advantageous palliative; 

greatly superior, indeed, to any hitherto 

adopted. In a case of the latter kind, (that olF 

the son of a wealthy tradesman,) in which it 

was administered, during some days previons 

to his dissolution, the grateful acknowledge-* 

ments of the unhappy sufferer proved, how 

much more supportable the last days o£ his 
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existence had been rendered^ by the action 
of this powerfol sedative. 

Dr. Magendie^ in speaking of those symp^ 

toms which overpower the miserable consump- 

tive patienty states, that he had always found 

that the Pmssic Acid^ given in small» bu^ 

repeated doses, diminished the freqaency of 

the conghy moderated and rendered more easy 

the expectoration, and, lastly, procored the 

patient some sleep at night, without any colli- 

qnative sweats. '' Those who are accustomed 

to follow the progress of consumption, and 

witness the sufferings, without number, by 

which individuals attacked by this terrible 

malady are. overpowered, will easily appreciate 

the real benefit of this success"** 

AI^THMA. 

Asthmatic complaints have been greatly re« 
lieved by the use of this acid; particularly the 
suffocating catarrh, (catarrhus suffocativus.) 

* See the Sth Number of the Jonnial pi Science aad the Artf , 
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In Uris disease, breati^ing appears almost snp^ 
pressed or overcome, and the sound of the 
veice or cough is hoarse, accompanied' with 
jaifaissing noise, and attended by much panting: 
the pulse is small, irregular, rapid, and .often 
not easily distinguishable; there is an oppress 
sion at the chest, and sometimes pain undei^ 
the sternum shooting through to the back* 
AH these symptoms have yielded to the a:ction 
of the Pruissic Acid, while the paroxysms of 
the disease have been shortened, and rendered 
fewer in number. 

There Is .a sort of dry, convulsive, spiismo- 
die cough, which may be called ^ympatheHe, 
because dependant entirely on a morbid state, 
not of the lungs themselves, but of distant parts^ 
such as the liver, stomach, spleen, pancreas, 
mesentery, womb, intestines, &c. The pulse is 
frequent, and so small, as to be with difficulty 
discovered. 'The patient experi^ces pain and 
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ragging in some parts of the abdomen, witli a 
sense of constriction about tbe rcg:ion of tlie 
Jiapliragm, as if closely encircled by a girdle; 
the cough is worse at nigbt, and the expectora- 
tion more copious on ^'aking in tbe morning ; the 
face is pale, the skin dry, the pulse small and 
quick. In this species of cough I have suc- 
cessfully employed the Prussic Acid, in doses 
of from eight to ten drops, in several ounces of 
liquid, taken by spoonfuls every three or four 
hoars. The cough in two or three days di- 
minislies considerably; so does the expectora- 
tion, which from being thick becomes limpid, 
light, and purely mucous. The patient sleeps 
some hours without having retwopseto any other 
narcotic; and fiually experiences a degree of 
relief, which is alwaj-s proportionate to the 
ftate of the part affected. Of course, while 
the sympathetic disorder is thus allnyed by Uie 
aoid— ^8 cause which has produced it, namely 
the norbid state of one or .mmre of tiie ab' 
domhml viscera, mast undei^ti on appropriate 
treatment. 
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HOOPING COUGH. 

The next complaint of respiration, in which 
the Prussic Acid has 1>een given with great 
advantage, is the faooping-coagb. It may be 
stated, without presumption, that in almost 
every case of hooping-cough, wliich has not 
been suffered to proceed longer than two or 
three days, without the use of the Prussic 
Acid — this medicine, cautiously administered, 
has seldom failed to remove the disease: and it 
is singular, that children bear the action of this 
sedative medicine, in small doses, better than 
adults. 

jCHRONIC INFLAMMATION;— ABSCESSES OF 

THE LUNGS. 

That species of inflammation of the lungs, 
which is produced by violence or hurts, leaves 
sometimes behind a disposition in those oi^ans 
to becomie again inflamed, at different periods; 
and on the recurrence of the slightest cause. 
The patient cannot lie on his side ; the body iji 
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supported by pillows ; he complains of a distres-^ 
sing degree of heat in the back and loins ; and 
of pain in the mnscles of the legs, arms and 
ahonldera. The voice is either stridolons or 
hoarse^ and he expresses a feeling of consider- 
able oppression at the chest; still he can fill 
this cavity without much pain or efibrt. A 
congfa sitpervenesy which is sometimes d^y and 
distressing; and at other times> athinmncons 
expectoration follows. If this state of things 
last long; a decided oontiniied fev^, with iwd 
daily, exacerbations^ occurs and pireys upon die 
patienty who becomes emaciated, throwing off 
at-leng^ a ponilenl expectoration, more or 
Iipss abundant, which proceeds' either from a 
diseased secreting surface, or a small abscess 
in tiie longs. Jf the patient gets through this 
attack, there is a chance of his having.it again 
at some future period. The former abscess 
heals, and another is formed, producing exactly 
the sam,e phenomena. The pulse, during the 
attack, is quick, full, hard, and jarring. Blood 
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fimnd; to be finolgr;, <^<;^gilI»tjQ4 ai)4> eot^r^ 
with tiie mflaiQimatory cn^};: mA not miftlii^Ijil. 
QiHPpedh If tbe. putiont be quil^ oxfoUcted^ 
firom. tbac efl^ta pfr the disedAeu aod tbe system. 
o£: depletion, adopted to relioye. it» as well aa, 
from. QAy) other adveotitiona drwrnsiMiCi^. 
\At»dmgtmmot h% tepeated qfteaenatigh tg.da 
goodi nay^ there wiU evea coj^ie a ti^fe. ^ehtt ft 
mj^dohaxm, altfaopgh the puUe may. still ju^pm 
tor, indioatQ the visait of: it At snob, a jmsAMdi 
thie Fvusai^ Af idr. ifiAi be f(Hiiul ftodoativa ctf 
ike most dteqi&d: henefili Ube polfii^ wiHi bq 
bys^ered^ ^ndi totaBy changed as tocba^aofet; 
the incessant o^n^b r^Uieyed^ ^d iiliimatfily 
slopped fdtogelhec. The pnHQess. of ^eoretiOO 
HI the pobnoaary abscess is suspended; a thin* 
nifih e&pectojraticai, eonsistiDg of pare 9iaci^« 
relifiyes the distreising aa^ atorming symp- 
Muns of a previoif s. dry cough; until the. 9^tigb 
iAse^ aad the expectoratioa eptifeiy ceaM^ 
Sk>ep» ifhkh had \^far& TaiMshe4* bfHe ro? 
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tamsy and fhe r6spipatie& dttriag* sleej^ i^ cakn; 
s(^ aivd'Fegalar. Tbe* mormn^* atid^ evenkig 
paroaBjsma of fever do not^ Vs^t so- Idng/ a»d 
ooeiHi^ at ttiieertdiii internals « and bofHrs^ until 
ttejf- at lengtb disa|^ear edtogetlier ; and if tK^ 
acid be persevered ia, tiie morlnd habii of tMe 
hmga is^effectualfy oorreoted. It is darings tbe 
Biett' f^armiag part* of f«clf pulimmary oobi- 
jIUbM, that tlie sedative powers of the i^asste 
Aeid' are mos# conspicu<His> and astomi^ ^ ttff 
pt H fimA ^o> have- witeessed' the diaease^ md 
tta s^ppKolstfeB* ef t&e- r^nedjp^ 



>' 



7 Siaiilpf dbsarvittibns^ apply t^ wbat dm^ b0 
'oaUed syo o taaeaos* iaiammatibii, either ef ^ 
mbstaaoe ot the fongSr or of the siefiibraiie ti- 
vesting them, or of that lining the ribs. When 
tfaeessistmice of either es o£ both is fuHy ^saer- 
iainedt and the symptomsare pressing, bleed- 
iagt ef aoarse> shonld be had reoonrseto,, and 
repeated as often as necessarjr. Ibis is the be- 
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roic remedy in snch cases. But the loss of 
blood is not always sufficient to subdue the dis- 
ease; and the repetition of the remedy often de- 
stroys^ the patient, or plants the seeds of future 
mischief. There is, besides, a great aptitude tQ 
renewed attack^ in pectoral inflammation, arisr 
ing out of a particular modification of the parts 
lirottghtpn by the disease pr the remedies, whicl^ 
cannot be .c)iepke.d by the ordinary means em* 
ploy0d. Here then the Acid will be found be:;* 
XijeOcialj for if giyeq in full add appropriate 
doses, it will cheok the. inflammatory diatl^esiji^ 
quiet the harsh and heaving cough which gene- 
rally accompanies it; and ultimately shorten the 
period of the complaint. The first application 
of the Prussic Acid to such cases is due to the 
•Professors of the Universities of Padua and 
Pavia. 

- Signer Manzoni, in his essay on the Prussic 
• Acid, details several cases of complaints of the 
lungs in which that medicine was administered 
vitb decided beneficial results.. 



IN 8PITTING OF ULOOD. 0^ 

ABORTION, PROPUSB OK PAINFUL M£N- 
^ .3TRUATION; SPITTING QF BLOOD. - 

Sedatives being generally given in acute 
pain^ I was insensibly led to think that the 
Frossic Acid might be employed with some 
advantage, in removing those distressing and 
acute pains, which either attend or follow abor- 
tion. I have therefore tried it in a case of this 
kind, where every other sedative had been 
tried in vain ; nay, Mdth evident bad effect. My 
success was beyond my expectation — the pain 

vanished in about six hours after the first ex- 

i 

hibition of the Prussic Acid; and, what is 
more curious, the flooding, which had proved 
nntractaUe, stopt at the same time. This 
latter circumstance induced me to try the acid 
next, in cases of -spitting of blood, and uterine 
hemorrhage, especially where I had reason to 
suspect that the influence kept up by the 
nerves on the vascular system, bad not only 
• been the cause of the diBcharge,'but seemed to 
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maintain it. By what success these experi- 
ments V^r^'fbllOw^d; the fesTddr tdll 1>e able to 
judge* fr5ila ' ^oiiie of the eas^s iiis^^e'd ih the 
second/part of ^this treatise, Mr. Tliomsoii;; of 
Sloane * S tredt, a*, geirtleman of io^g ^od ^mc- 
cessful^practiGe, 'aad well ^knownria 4he'iii6di^ 
cal and' literacy worlds hasalso tried the 'Pru^sic 
Acid in'acaseof «pitti^ of blood, ^ofloiig 
standing : on the fifth day the spitf 9g of l^lood 
disappeared, lusd never again occxtrved. ' I 
attended' a similar case afterwards with bim «ad 
with the same success. 

» 

NERVOUS DISEASES. 

Narcotics; and other sedative medocines* are 

•.generally productive of benefit iik ' diseases 

'distinguished by the too generic, and now* «2s- 

^9Uf*aied • name of nerv&us. It follows/ that 

if the Prussic? Acid be, in reality,/posSe8sed of 

si&datiye properties, its^ Use in tho^e diseased, 

-must be obviously recommendable. il^ii^pe- 

, rience ha»/ in fact, 'pi^ed, that in this;elas»^f 
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comphdkits ' iibe Prassio "Acid <!bii tie itdkni- 
ijisteored ' wiili gpreat succisbs, ''Mtojr iiat&6r8» 
^ofiiiiose T^iWity the most Tastidtoas doidd 
tmbely ' doabt, 'have isij^^efed ik ^^i^Bttting^ to 
^bs^T'siibsfai^ices^ VMth d^kilkinrthelHllssle-Aeld, 
%e property of conetiing ikeHoita ittHkbilHy, 
4md' iff eating iotlier tiefybiis disbrdeVs; ivor 
lioeir it detect A-om'the' Validity of '^beir iitate- 
^tets/ftiat in efaiplbyhig^those stiblitadces/t^ 
Vete ignorant of i}ieir'c6n^sinihg fbe adcdln 
^fj[aefstion. Are the ttsftei^ctos of the older ^pViat- 
tifioiiers, t^ecUhgihe seddtire fitopeftlbs H)f 
\)p{t?m',' orfheSefflietic qiialities of ijilecacakfaa/'to 
'l)e'dduBtfed, liedstftse ri'ap^'ears ifliat they i*iere 
^ikht ilwzre t>f the Tormer doiitsdnihg mbrpKHim^ 
i^d ^e IkHter^en^die ? 

HtiMaivd, LarigHsh, and^nn&en: Mve Vc- 
^tcMiSe^ed^ihe lauirer trafer In hypocondriai^s, 
''ibd'i^mtks' itrtt^on. ^ Messrs. Bnyigtim^^tld 
'*^e6t'Iniew ^ lady sobjecf to hj^stertd feflfee- 
^iidiis, who aiWtys dented iiiu(jh' kUcf'i^ 
-«niU dJSes' of <a6i^li«iiayv itt 
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kernels, cut fine, Lad been digested. . Metliiuk^ 
I see a malicious smile on the face of some of 
my readers at this observation, as if it meaixt 
that the lady owed her improvement to th^ 

# 

brandy rather than to the kernels; but. thp 
authors tell us no such thing; for brandy alon^ 
gave no relief. In a case of spasmodic ilewi, 
after strangulated hernia, the laurel watc^ 
proved beneficial according to Hufeland; an4 
Winkler gave the same medicine, continue^ 
three or four weeks, to young female patien^ 
labouring under very painful symptoms arisiw 
out of particular circumstances, when evei^ 
difficulty was removed. Bremer> of Berli9, 
employed the concentrated water distilled firofi 
the bark of the prunus padus, with much j^i^ 
cess in spasmodic afiections of the bowels. In 
severe head-aches, allied to spasm, as well.^ 
in nervous pain from local injuries, I have used 
the medicinal Prussic Acid with. uniform go^ 
effi^ct^. In a case of spasmodic affection pf 
the tracbea> ^companied ,by a peculiarly irrit^ 
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ble state of the nervoas system, the Prussic 
Acid was administered with complete success 
by my friend Mr. Thomson. This case will be 
found in the second part of this treatise. 

From analogy, 1 was led to suppose that 
the acid in question might prove beneficial 
nflt only in cases of spasms of the stomach and 
diaphragm ; but likewise in cases of locked jaw, 
tic-dolourenx, and, perhaps, hydrophobia. My 
experience of its utility in these affections has 
been limited. In two instances of spasmodic 
attacks of the stomach, where the patient was af- 
fected by Phthisis, great relief was derived from 
the acid. — A case of what might bave ended in 
hydrophobia, will be found in another part of 
this work, in which I employed the acid with 
saccess. — But 1 cannot make as favourahle a 
report of this medicine in tic-doloureux and 
tetanus. In a very lamentable instance of the 
former of these diseases, the subject of which is 
too well known to the faculty in the metropolis, 
the acid taken for four days, under my direc- 
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tioD, «9emed to exert but a partial laflaence 
on the system^ and tieitber disked the jMin^ 
molt 4iminwhed the mimbear of altacka. At tibt 
same time it ought to be stated^ that dmriiig 4fc#. 
lise c^ the aoid» the patient wa^ andec ibe 
penedic^ iafluence of oncu Md the peaaaAeat^ 
eSeot of another source of irritation, naoieljF^: 
galvanism and a seton in the neek>-^The hh. 
stance ^f tetanus alluded to, is th^ of a joiang. 
lady in whom the disease had boen broaght imr 
by the aoeidental pnnoture of a nenre^ which; 
ptodueed con traction in the limbs, and. Othai^ 
symptoms attending simikur injuries. Theae&ti 
was ad»inistered without imy visihle effect fai- 
three days. 

It is a carious fact, which ouf^t to be i#r» 
corded, that in all the nervous comfdaintB^: 
dtoaoribed in this section^ the Prossic Acidhaa-i 
produced the beneficiiBl effects here mentioMid^ 
after other narcotic medicinea had iaither hMt': 
t|)nlr eibcta from continued wud, or had hecB . 
trittdi in vain in Ibe, first inatanoe. 
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ORCIANiC AFFECTIONS. 

- "When I pabEshed Die first editioil of fliis' 

lemiy, my ex^perience had not led me to form' 

HBtf dooided c^iimofr, nith regard to tiie effect 

irUck tibe Prossic AciA might produce in or- 

gsoit fldfeottotts. AHhougfa diseases of this 

mutte are essentially beyond the reach of me* 

4ii6ie> it is yet in the power of the physician, 

f^Um te alleviate the severe snfierings which 

tiey t>eeasieft. £ven where a care cannot be 

^flSscted^ it is onr daty to endeavour to render 

moifrsiippertable, the irrevocable fate of die pa- 

ttnrl. I know ef no class of disease wfarch calls 

Sfftk, m il more forcible mann^, the sympathetic 

M^bgB^ the attending pmctitioner/ than that 

vU^h time and anatomieal knowledge have 

statqped wift l&e unvarying character of orga- 

iA^" in'sticfaeasestosooihe is a victory; and 

pMwssiifg fnH proofs of the properties of the 

PiMsie acid in this respect, I ventured toadmr- 

nbter it, where* neitb«r symptoaiiii of influoust^' 

b2 
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tion» nor spasmodic action seemed to indicate the 
propriety of its exhibition ; bat where the mere 
blunting of morbid sensibility was a most desi'^ 
table object. Of the various cases of or-i 
ganic complaints which I thus treated, I shall 
only relate two in their proper places, the one- 
a carcinomatous affection of the stomach—^ 
^e other a cancer of the womb, with dropsy of 
the right ovarium. It would be needless to mul* 
tiply the examples. It has come to my know- 
ledge that a physician of some note, who visits 
the capital during the winter, employed the 
Prussic Acid, some time last year, in a ca«e of 
a most distressing and painful disorder, under 
which, the unhappy patient, a lady, was fast 
sinking ; and that by means of this medicine he 
succeeded in affording her that relief from inces*. 
sant pain, which neither opium, henbane, nor the : 
black drop, although taken in large doses, had 
hefore produced: and thus, painless, and almost 
without suffering, the resigned patient sunk 
under the weight of her complaint. 
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LOCAL DISEASES. 

I was not aware, niitil 1 had made trial of 
the Pmssic Acid in some local diseases attend- 
ed by inflammation, that a similar application 
had been recommended by other practitioners. 
Even now I am not conscions that tlie medi- 
anal Pmssic Acid bas been employed be- 
fore, for the particular purpose here alluded 
to. We read of Baillie using with success 
a cataplasm, made with millet-meal and a isa- 
tmrated infusion of the leaves of cherry-laurel ; 
and of Tomasini, Cheston, and others ordering 
lotions of the same medicine in cancerous affec- 
tions of the face with great advantage; but in 
fio book have I yet found that the Pmssic Acid 
itself has been employed on such occasions. 
This experiment, as 1 before observed, I have 
fiad an opportunity to institute, and with no 
small share of success, as I shall endeavour to 
show hereafter. I have used it in the form of in- 
jection, lotions, and fomentations; but the relief 



7$ BFF^CTS OF THK PBUS8IC ACID. 

it produces is not of a permanent nature except 

in particular disorders adnutting of its frequent 

application. On mentioning my ideits on UnB 

subject, to a l^ie eminent and ever to be lamen^ 

ted friend $md phy^icistn/lie inforipedm^thdt b^ 
saw instantaneous good eSecta produced b}f 

tlie application of a cat^pla^m Q^ade wiih pjrQfp 

Hioa \)hie, in 4 cohg of hi^h inflammatiiMl of ih^ 

face, brougbAoixbyxwnjeroii^fttixiga from wa/i(M^ 

I jsball coocbjidiB thjis i^eetieiQ wjith ol;i>^ra|Pviii^, 

tbat in the couf sip of tb^ pr^SLctiD^ gf Prpfi^or 

Brera^ Borda> RaJ^orji Bremer, Uufetewd^ Cout 

r 

Ion, Mc^endie^ Durignau^ Becamier^ I^nWr 
nier, Tbompson, &pi;damore, and vny own, 9» 
well as in that, of many others, wfao^i it would 
be tedious to m^ention, no had effect has ever 
been observed to result from the action of the 
Prussic Acid given as will be mentioned here- 
after. It must be acknowledged, at the same 
time^ that great care is requisite on the p/urt 
of the physician who prescribes it — that it re- 
quires to be watched — and that, in fapt, such 
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degree of attentien and vigilance is necessary 
ui its administration, as can only be doly appre- 
ciated by a practitioner, whom experience has 
rendered iidiy aware of every effect, which this 
(oweifU rwttfldy may {tfeduoe on his patient. 
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SECTION EIGHTH. 

On (he Poisonous effects which the Prussic 
Acidy like every other Narcotic^ produ^ 
ces on the Atiimal System, when taken iti 
. kuye quantities. — How to oppose them — and 
made of detecting the presence of the Add 
in Liquids suspected to contain it. 

No direct experiments can, of course, be ins- 
titated, to ascertain the e^cts which a medi- 
cine so powerful as the Prussic Acid, is likely 
to produce on the human system, when taken 
in larger doses than those employed for i^iedi- 
cal purposes. All that can be known, in 
this respect, must naturally arise either out 
of some untoward accident, or criminal inten- 
tion ; or be deduced, by inference alone, from 
the action exerted by the acid upon inferior 
animals. 

Cases have occurred where, from imprudent 
exposure to the vapours of the Prussic Acid, 
or from the ingestion of a larger quantity of it 
than was prudent; as well as from an excessive 
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Qse of some of the substances containing it, per« 
sons have saflTered considerably ; * and have ex- 
hibited all the appearances of being poisoned. 
Some writers pretend that Scheele himself, who 
^ied saddenljy while engaged in some inqni^ 
ries into the nature and formation of this acid, 
was affected by its deleterious qualities. — Dr. 
Ittner, accidentally felt the effects of the Prus- 
sic Acid gas, which had been inadvertently dif- 
fused through his laboratory. Upon respiring 
a large quantity of this air, great oppression at 
the chest, and painful respiration ensued. Shi- 
vering» came on with a burning heat, giddiness, 
vertigo, and lassitude. The fever lasted two 
hours; the other symptoms gradually disap- 
peared in the course of a week. — Messrs. IHi- 
vignau and Parent experienced the same effects 
on taking twenty drops of the distilled water of 
bitter almonds, which, our readers will recollect, 
contains a large quantity of the acid in ques- 
tion. — CouUon says, that on taking an increased 
({nantity of diluted Prussic Acid, which in Hbe 

s2 
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iose •f twenty or thirty drops kad not prodi»^* 
oed any rery material effect, he fonnd the Uqnid 
to possess an unsapportable bitt^ taste— *aB in« 
(^ease of saliva took place, and nausea in a 
flight degree, occurred two or three times* Tha 
pulse becama more frequent, but retqmed to- 
it3 former standard in less than two hours. H* 
e&perienQed, for a few minutes, a sense of weight 
in the bead, and a slight head-ach, which seem-- 
ed to affect the parts immediately under the 
skin of the forehead. During upwards of six 
hours he felt ^ oppression at the chest, suc- 
ceeded, alternately, by a slight pulsating pain> 
wb^^h pressure did not, however, increase^From 
the Annales de Chvmie, for October 1814, we 
l§^^ii that a profes;sor of chemistry, having in- 
£^vertently left on his table a phial filled witk 
a^ solution of Prussic Acid in alcohol, a female 
servant, who had been seduced by its agreeable 
sfnell, drank a small glass^full of it, and 
feu di^ at the end of a few minutes, as if 
struck by apoplexy. — A person of the name of 
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Dooellan was tried in 1718, for aduiiustairiiig 
« nedicine c<mtaiiiing lanrel-frater, to a relation 
whoso fbriaae ho expected to inherit The on« 
hffij vicliin died in the coarse 9i an hooc-^* 
Uaddeo has detailed in the philosophical. transA 
aeti<Mi of 1781, two cases of death, from nnsos-i 
IMcionsly drinking^ laiird-water.«--The caae of 
two other women who drank a notable qnaotitjr 
of tlie same water; and that of a young maa 
wider similar circamstances» are related by 
(hrfila» in his work on poisons. They all three 
died in a short time without any struggle, pain^ 
or convuUioii.<-A physician and his friend 
drank tea with milk, into which a few leaves of; 
the cherry-laurel had be^i previously infiised. 
The friend, still weak from a previous fever, 
fainted and fell to the ground. The physician 
Qxpmi^Qkced vertigo and oppression.'^ 

Thff following case is quoted from Hufeland* 
D«L. a robust and healithy man, aged 9& 
jmnf, while «baut to be setaed as athief by the 

* Vstter, Dinr. de £aikrocei^ai etb. 



64 • POISONOUS BFPfiOT^ 

police officers/ snatched a small sealed phial 
from his pockety broke off the neck of it, and 
swallowed the greatest part of it» contents* — 
*A strong smell of bitter almonds soon spread 
around, which almost stupified all present. The 
enlprit staggered a few steps, then, without a 
g^oan, fell on his knees, and sunk lifeless dowo 
to the ground. Medical assistance being called 
m, not the slighest trace of pulse or breathing 
could be found. A few minutes afterwardS) a 
single and violent expiration occurred, which 
was again repeated in about two minutes. The 
extremities were perfectly cold — the breast and 
abdomen still warm— the eyes half open and 
shining, clear, lively, full, almost project^ 
ing, and as brilliant as those of the most ard^t 
youth under violent emotion. The face was nei* 
ther distorted nor convulsed, but bore the imago 
of quiet sleep. The corpse exhaled a strong 
^ell of bitter almonds, and the remaining li- 
(piid, being analysed, was found to be a concen-> 
trated solution of Prussic Acid in alcohoL 
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Almost every active medicine in thePhannaf 
copoeia, will, if taken in large doses, aict as a 
poison ; and when placed in the hands of the 
guilty, or the igpiorant, has proved a source 
atill more fruitful, than the remedy under con- 
sideration, of fatal accidents, and premeditated 
mmes. 

It would be needless to repeat, in this place, 
all tiie experiments that have been made on 
animals with the Prussic Acid. It is enough 
that the inquiring physician, and the physiolo- 
gist, doing violence to their own feelings for the 
sake of the public good, should meditate on the 
details of such experiments, in order to deduce 
from them whatever may offer a chance of relief 
to suffmng humanity. To the general read^, 
and even to the practitioner, a relation of such 
details would prove equally useless and dis» 
tressing. 

But, sdthongh tiie details of the experiments 
themselves ought not to be repeated in this jdace, 
I ^tiU thinly that.the result of any investigation to» 
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whieh tbo$e experuaents may have led, aboibld 
be made public. The obserratioiis of othes 
writer3 on this subject may be consulted by 
referring to their works. Here I shaU otAf 
give the result of my own inquiries and ne*^. 
marks. 

On examining an animal destroyed by the 
l^russic Acid,, or even by the laurd-water^ the 
essential oil of bitter almonds^ or the distiiled 
water from the prunua^ padus^ (for they aU act 
nearly in the same manner) the most striking; 
{Aenomena^ I have remarked^ are these* If the 
io6e be large, and the animal in the full ^\|oyM 
ment of health and strength at the time of tak-^ 
ipg the acid, a sudden cessation of vitality 
t^kes place, quicker than thought can imagine. 
Oft words describe* It is as sudden as tha ces^ 
sation of motion in a watch when the finger ia 
applied to the balance — yet none of the machi- 
Uiery is put out of order ! No convulsions foUow. 
In some instances the animal whirls round once,, 
and faUi on. hia side, its body beading inwardly. 
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with B ipradual curve. The eyes are fixed^ 
opened, and as if «tiU animated by life* Alt 
movements cease externally. The insensihilityc 
of the nerves and sMiscles is complete. Neither 
pricking, woandmg, nor any other local injury 
can excite in them the faintest trace of life ; yet 
on resting the hand on the chesty the heart is felt 
tp beat and the arteries to pulsate with impertur* 
bable tranquillity ! The application of a candle» 
or of a glass to the nostrils and month, gives no* 
indication of the pulmonary function being active^ 
If tW abdomen be now laid open, the novel spec* 
tacle ciihe vermicular, and annular movements 
qf the intestinal canal will become fully evident 
%nd continue so for some time. Yet no meanjsK 
4mt oan be devised will succeed in exciting, 
muscular or nervous contractions, not even that 
of .the strongest galvanic battery. I have look^ed 
in vain for the Prassic Acid in suoh cases in the 
stomach, the cavity of the chest, or of the hei^d^ 
or even in the intestines.«—Its smeU pervaded 
%e "wkole system^ ao^ sconced ^mhod^ed witb^ 
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the very substance of the muscles ; bat no wh^r^ 
could it be traced except in the thin^ blackish, 
and decomposed blood, extracted from the 
heart, or squeezed out of the pulmonary arte-* 
ries. How did it penetrate thus far?—- Ihave 
read that other experimenters have found the 
muscles fiabby — the coats of the stomach re- 
laxed, and black— the vessels of thebram injec- 
ted; and that many other singular appearan- 
ces were by them equally noticed. Not so with 
regard to the few experiments I made, some of 
which I have very recently repeated. Every 
part seemed to be in the same condition that 
persons, in the habit of making jto^ moriem ex* 
aminations, must have observed in cases of na- 
tural death. In &is latter observation I am 
equally borne out by the authority of Orfib. 

Where, either from accident, ignorance or 
criminal intent, the Prussic Acid has been taken 
in such a quantity as to produce deleterious* 
effects, it will be of the utmost importance ta 
the physician to know how he may quickly sub- 
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dae tfaem, and save the patient's life. Several 
modes of treatment in these cases have been 
proposed, which I shall briefly enumerate; and 
thm, with the reader^s permission, will I also 
lay biBfore them the result of my own practice 
in ibis respect. 

But before I proceed to this part of my sub- 
ject, it will not be inexpedient to g^ve a short 
acc<mnt of the symptoms attendant on poison- 
ing by the Prnssic Acid. They are as follows : 
stupor and numbness, with oppression and a 
«ense of gravitation at the summit of the head. 
Yawning and an irresistible disposition to sleep ; 
Vertigo, and dizziness of sight. All or any of 
tibiese preiimincury symptonu, according to the 
quantity of the poison taken, are generally 
observed by the practitioner, if sent for in time* 
The pulse is found to be rather strong at first, 
but flags soon after, and becomes either fre^ 
quent wiry, and small,— or slow and vibrating* 
A paralytic state of the extremities is remarked 
Aext, the pupil remains unalterably dilated-*-* 
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tbe sensibility of the organs of sense is greatly 
^iminishedr Every animal function seems im- 
plored, except respiration, which is very rareljr 
indeed, accelerated or difficult. Vomiting 
aiid hiccup shortly precede the aggrkT^ti^n m 
every nervous symptom, when life ehb^ §0^ 
md becomes at last ej^tinct* In no instsnoe of 
f^aiiu)ning by other nar^otic<^» dotes death ap^ 
jffoacb so meekly. It seems like the slowr 
46icending of the last curtain, which tak^l^^ 
from our sight the closing scene of a tragedy, . 
Orfila in his work on poisons telb us, that 
vinegar or the vegetable acids— cofiTee—a solu- 
|i<m of chlorine in water -*>camphor — emolliwt 
drinks and bleeding, have been successively^ 
bat not successfully recommended. To the 
first of all these pretended antidotes, there ia^ 
however, a most serious objection. It quickwe 
and gives more energy to the action of the 
pobon. Coffee, as far as it may stimulate^ 
might be employed with advantage; but its. 
powers are not sufficient to meet the exigeney 
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of the case. Cklorine and camphor deserve 
bBt a partial commendation— while bleeding^ 
$eein decidedly a fatal measure. Coallon ai* 
nerts that oil, milk, ammonia, csmstic potaab^ 
e solution of soap, chloric acid, and the pyre* 
SQfJoic oil, as well as Colore water, may be 
of service in cases of poisoning by the Pmssic 
i^oid* He does not, however, speak confidently 
1^ Uieir effect; nor does be seem inclined to 
9ttmh mncb importance to the means suggested 
by Aomie rece^nt writers, who proposed to throw 
into tbe lungs, particular substances, with a 
view of counteracting the deleterious effects of 
fte ecid; ojr endeavoured to quicken the pa- 
tient into life by an artifiGial respiration. The 
anthers of the paper on Prusuc Acid inserted 
in the American Recorder, consider at full 
Imgtb the claims of every substance which baft 
been proposed as an antidote to the Prussio 
Aeid, and conclude with saying that we are 
entirely ignorant of a counteragent of this poi<- 
soKu In fact bow can it be otherwise ? If it be 



hare falleii a viotim to the defeterious eflfedts erf' 
the Pni»8ic Acid; Diongli ghren m a modenitd 
■quantity. Happily I have never had occasionrto 
try VbesetounferactinffsvLhHtas^eson the hmnatt 
lifstem^ bat ki the recent ease of a lady vrho had' 
iMipnidettlly repeated too oflem the prescribed 
dote of Hbe acid^ from a desire of encreasing* 
t&e oomforte wfaieh she had siready derived front 
its use; the frequent polation of hot brandy and 
irater succeeded in removing alf the ahn&injg;' 
i^fmptoms that feSowed her imprwclent determiw 
Hatiott. 

I shoiM therefore recommend^ in cases of 
danger from the inadvertent or premeditated 
aAamristlration of too liettge a quantity of this 
medicine, the means I have last mentjonedr 
given HberaByy asid immediately. 

Instances may hereafter occur, when thepmo^ ' 
tltioiic^r will be called befcn'e a tribunal to^ aiK 
swer/from his professional knowledge, whetiter* 
a^ pflsrtiealar case of death can have happened' 
fi^ the aetiott of the acid usd^ couaideratfte; 



ttd VHi y$ decision may depend the life ti tbe 
accused, er Ae fiitare infamy that may attach 
to ike memory of the deceased. It h, tiierefeie, 
i^the irtmest impertanee, that he shoald W 
prepared to give positive infonnation tm lUa 
U^Iy'db^eatesnl^eci, Welookinvainamongst 
the sewetei acrthors who hare written on the 
stilifeet ef tike Prvssic Aeid, for a mettted ef 
detecting its presence when mixed with any 
ether liqnid; iand it i^ only i^ler many expefi* 
sienfo, that X can witii^ confidence propose the 
two following methods. 



AAor collecting the bleod contafaied in the 
ventricles of the heart, a portion of ibe cod* 
tents of the stomach, aild of the superior intes- 
thiefry tegetber with a eertaia quantity of any 
fluid which may chance to be present witUia 
the tfavfty of the head^ chest, or ahdomen^— 4tfid 
baning agttated the miiitiire for soav$tuBi# i»- 
dfistified m^lksi, and fite>ed th0 fi^md^ (tlMsy^ 
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care to keep the whole at a low teniperatifre»)r 
proceed to the foUowing experiment. 

A. To a small quantity of the liquid add. 
a few drops of a solution of caustic potash in. 
alcohol. 

:' B. To this^ a few drops of a solution of sni-. 
phate of iron must be added, when a cloudy 
and reddish precipitate, of the colour of burnt 
Terra-Siena will fall down. 

. a Some sulphuric acid is now introduced 
into the tube, when the colour of the preci- 
pitate will instantly change to that of a bluidi 
green, which by a permanent contact with the 
atmospheric air, becomes gradually of a beau« 
tiful blue, assuming at the same time a pulve- 
rulent aspect. 

OR, 

A. Treat the filtered liquid with carbonate 
of potash. 

B. Add a solution of sulphate of iron with 
a small quantity of alum : a precipitate, as in the 
former method, will fall down which if treated 
by: 
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CX Free sulphuric acid, will also become blue 
And pulveralent. Daring this last experiment 
Hiere is a disengagement of carbcmic acid gas. 

The reader may satisfy himself of the cor* 
rectoess of tiiese experimeiits^ by treating^ eno 
cording to either of dke above methods^ a small 
qaantity of water to which a single drop of 
Pmssie Acid has been previously added, when 
Ihe same resuks will be obtained. If, on the 
oontrary, a similar experinuent be made upon 
fUm water* or any animal fluid not containing 
the Pnissic Acid, the effscts above described 
wUi not be ebserved* 

EnideiMe mey be poshed still farther, and 
the eetiirfenoe of tiie PrusMc Acid proved in a 
more peski^o manner by decomposing the pvoi* 
<^piti^» which is a true Prussian blue, so as to 
separate the aduL For this purpose, heat the 
ptecipitate wi^ an equal quantity of tartaric 
sisid io> a glass retort, at tha temperature of 
XSO% when the hydro-^cyanic vapours will sooa^ 

lYthrito fi»qi the mixtaror . and m^y. be received 
in water. p 
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SECTION NINTH. 

Bistory of the Introduction of tJie Prussic 
into Medical Practice ; with an accmint of the 
various Publications that have appeared respect* 
ing its medical use, down to the latest period. 

In order to avoid any unnecessary digressicmSy 
I shall limit my observations respecting the in- 
troduction of the substance^ which forms tiie 
subject of these pages^ into practice, to Ae 
free and combined Prussic Acid-— that is, to 
the acid such as we are in the habit of pre» 
scribing now, and to that which has been 
administered under the form of laurel-water. 
There is no doubt but that former practitioners 
recommended the laurel-water as a medicine^ 
without knowing that its properties were due tji^ 
the presence of Prussic Acid; this discovery 
being, as I have elsewhere stated, due to more 
recent times, and to Shrader;4ibut it is not 
equally certain, whether those who introduced 
the Prussic Acid itself into the materia medicay 
as a remedy against the same diseases for which 
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tbe laurel-water had been before recommended^ 
were not led to it by a previous knowledge of 
that fact. Indeed, the physicians who first 
adopted the pure and diluted Pmssic Acid, in 
lien of the lanrel-water, Brera, Borda and Ra- 
Bori, hare acknowledged, that from an analogical 
reasoning, respecting the power of laurel-water, 
sad from the subsequent discovery of its con- 
taining Prussic Acid, they were induced to em- 
ploy the latter in preference. But Dr. Magendie, 
who, besides the same source of information and 
indaction, conld scarcely have been ignorant of 
the publications of the above professors, pre- 
viously to his ever employing the Prussic Acid 
m his practice, tells us, in his observations al- 
ready quoted, that he was led to use it by the 
result of his own unassisted reflections on what 
he had observed during some experiments re^ 
specting the poisonous effects of the acid on 
aaimals; and makes no mention, except in his 
last edition, of any other physician having pub- 
licly, and for several years, as I have shewn 

p2 
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and will fttrtber shew^ recottun^ided and pre»» 
prescribed that medicine in the same disease* 
for wfaidb he has more recently proposed it 

If we are to believe Darwki> tike use of the 
cherry-lamrel dates from imm^norial time ; nay, 
he asserts, that the Comean Sybil nev^ sat oa 
the portending tripod without first drinking « 
few drops of its juice. Be this as it may» it ia 
certain that the cherry-laurel was not cultiyated 
in Europe until the year 1576^ when it was 
brought hither from Trebisonde by David Ua* 
gnad, a German ambassador at the Port. Far 
some yearsy Ihis plant served only as an oma:* 
m^:it in gardens, until the accidental eating 
of its leaves had nearly occasioned death in one 
or two individuals. This circumstance haviog 
directed the attention of tb» profession^ aiid 
other scientific persons, tothie properties of tlm 
plant, some of them recommended the water 
distilled from its leaves as. a medicine. Duliamdi 
and Brown-IiangriA were among ik^ lattw ; wA 
QOine e2^p«rii9ente are loeoorded^ where a f}sm 
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drops of the liquid in question, given daily to a 
lean and sickly dog, produced the happiest 
change in its appearance. But not long after 
Ibis epoch, an alarm was raised against the 
distilled laurel-water, by the recital of cases in 
which it had proved a deadly poison ; and Mad- 
den was the first, who in a letter to Mortimer, 
SHbsequently inserted in the Philosophical Tran- 
sactions, called the attention of the public to this 
Ugfaly important fiftct. Experiments were imme- 
diatdy entered upon, in consequence of his 
observations, in various parts of Europe, which 
confirmed, beyond contradiction, the assertions 
of Madden ; and it resulted from various reports, 
founded upon the experimental investigations of 
Nichols, Watson, Stenhelius, Rozier, Duhamel, 
Virter, and Fontana, the latter of whom wrote 
a work, exprofesso, on the subject, that water, 
distilled from cherry-laurel, was a violent poison. 
About this time. Dr. CuUen directed his 
attention to this subject; and as the fatiro- 
arasui bad^ from the moment of its being 
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discovered to possess poisonous qqalities, 
been tried as a medicine ; he endeavoared to 
ascertain whether,, as such, it acted in any spe^ 
cific manner on the system. His opinion in 
this matter, however, can have but little weighty 
for it does not appear that he ever instituted a 
single experiment, or that he ever made use o£ 
the medicine. Still he thought that the medici^ 
nal virtues of the plant were fairly to be de^ 
duced from its general powers: and althougl]^ 
he denies that there is any evidence to sbew^ 
how greatly beneficial it had proved, as some^ 
authors pretended, in cases of phthisis and 
obstractions of the liver — and seems rather dis-. 
posed to believe that its good effects would bo 
obtained from external applications only ;. he 
declares, &at the lauro-cerasus^ in the hands 
of a future Storck^ may pi^ove a valuable me- 
dicine. Dr. CuUen went even so far as to state,, 
by way of encouraging medical men to try the 
laurel-water, that it had never shewn a ten-^ 
dency tp produce topical inflammation.. 
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We have the anthority of Linnseas for believ- 
ing fhat the Dutch were among the first to nse 
the laurel water, in consamption of the longs ;* 
and Dr. Paris, in speaking of the Prussic Acid, 
in his lectures on the philosophy of materia 
medica, before the Royal College of Physicians, 
has very properly noticed this fact, as having, 
most likely, given rise to the present practice 
ef employing the free Prussic Acid in the same 
complaint. The use of the launhcerasuSfhow^ 
tver, seemed to have been applied chiefly to dis- 
orders totally distinct from phthisis. Langrish 
and Bergius gave it with success in inter- 
mittents; Hannemann in chin-cough; Plenck, 
as a gargle in inflammatory sore throats; 
Thilineus, Hnfeland, Haller, Thnessen, &c. in 
variooB kinds of nervous diseases and vesaniae. 
Still the active principle to which these cura- 
tive properties of the lauro-cerasus were to be 
attributed, remained unknown; and none of 
the preceding authors can be considered as 

* See Amasnitites Academicie, Vol. IV. ^ 
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having introduced the Prussic Aioi4 into the- 
materia medica. 

It was about the conclusion of the last^ and 
the beginning of the present century, that Schra* 
der, a chemist of Berlin^ discovered that the 
Pnissic Acid was a constituent part of the cbeFi- 
ry-laurel. By treating the water distilled firom 
the leaves of this plant with lime, and adding ji 
sulphate of iron» be obtained Pruisian blue oa 
the further addition of either muriatio oor %v3^ 
phuric acid. The eidstence of the Praaaie 
Acid in the cherry-laurel being thus proved* 
Stemert immediately began a series of oompi|i«. 
rttive experiments with the acid and the lau* 
rel-water, to which I have already alluded in a 
former part of this treatise.'^ CouUoii followed 
io 1S08, and a few more after him. But the«^ 
practitioners confined themselves, chiefly, to th^ 
physiological action of the acid, and made no- 

* pissertatio inaaguralis de venenatis acidi boru&sici io aiii« 
malia efPeotibus, &c. 1805. 
CottllQn — Consideraiions medicates, &c. 1808« 
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ue of it as a nedioiiie in any particular dis* 
order. Tkis part of the history of the Pmsrio 
Acid stands tbns. In the year 1797, Professor 
Brera was the first who used the prassiate (cy^ 
anuret) of mercury in syphilitic diseases; while 
Borda, induced by the experiments of Fontana 
on the acti<m of the laarel-water, administered 
&e latter in cases of inflammatory and sthenic 
e<Hnplaints. The real nature of the laurel-water 
was, then, not known; but in 1800, when 
Selnrader had made the discovery, to which I 
kave so often alluded in the course of the pre- 
sent work, Borda announced to the worM, 
ftat A>e Prassie Aeid might be advantageously 
used in <Sseases of high excitement, without 
however emptoying it himself. This idea of 
Borda Wats reprinted and published by Bmgna- 
telli iB Us Pharmaeopeeia. Rasori, who was, 
about this thne, one of the most distinguished 
fMehers aC the university of Pavia, lost no time 
m adopting the prevailing views of the day, 
and gave the Prosaic Add in sthenic diseases 

f3 
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with various success. But the first employ- 
ment of this substance as a medicine in mala- 
dies of the chesty is more particalarly dae to 
professor Brera,. who during the year 1800- 
1810, administered it to a. female patient affec- 
ted with pneumonia, and threatened, from the 
violence of the disease,, with suppursdion and> 
suffocation** From that moment the Acid was- 
uniformly used in the treatment of these com- 
plaints. In the same year, Brera employed 
the acid as. an anthelmintic ;. and the success hei 
met with, is recorded in the work mentioned in. 
the note at the foot of this page. This latt^. 
property of the acid was further confirmed by- 
the experiments of Bremer and others. In the> 
course of succeeding years, the use of the acid, 
was extended,, but chiefly, in the north of Italy^ 
to other complaints, such as monorrhagia^ spit- 
ting of blood, Sec In Germany, hydrophobia* 
was said to have been cured by it; and we arer 
told by Messrs. Duvignau and Parent, that iik 

* See Frospetti Cflinici di Bren, No. I* 
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1812, Becamier arrested the fatal progress of 
that disease in one of his patients^ at the hos- 
pital of La Salpetri^re> by means of the acid in 
question. In 1815, Dr. Magendie^ agreeably 
to what he states in his first essay on this sab* 
ject printed three years afterwards, treated a 
case of pulmonic complaint, as Brera, Borda, 
Bsad others, had: done long before him,* and was 
equally suecessful. Still no publication which 
treated professedly of the medical properties of 
the Prussic Acid, appeared yet in France, and 
much less in England. The subject, as far as 
it related to- its chemical history, and to its phy- 
siological action on- animals, had engaged the 
attention of several writers in the former coun- 
tries, it is true,' and a few of their memoirs were 
translated and published in'EaglBLud; but the 
attention" of the profession of neither nation 
had yet been called, specifically, to its medici- 
nal powers; although the Italian practice on 
that subject, must at the time, have been pretty 

t Oi». cHat. 
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gmeraUy known on t^ opoti^ei^t; wA liieir 
memoirs, antecedent to Pr. M^ev^ie's papw«- 
laiist have circulated freely in a printed fiano.* 
In the ye^gr 1815, havings at the anggQstioii ^ 
Borda, and immediately after my rMum fram 
Italy, whither X had been on a abort vifiit, e^ 
t^ed npon spme e3i;periaienta i?e$p^tiQg tb^ 
medical and chen^cal action of the JViisyX^ 
4:Cid, I endeavoijred to direct the attention ef 
t^e profession in this country to the subject; i^ 
a paper which was published in the Septeiqbeir 
nnniber of the Medical Repository for thai year*: 
U|itil th^t tin^e, no mention had been made* ky- 
any flnglisb pKaotitioner, of the Pru^$ic Acid 
33. a ^edioine; wr had the slightest allusion to- 
the Italian pifactice, of employing it as a seda- 
tive medicine, occured in any English work or 
p^ripdics^ publics^tion, to my knowledge. 

■ • Professor Brera's work, " Pros petti dei risiiHamenti otte- 
ni^^ neUa OUnic^ M«dic« dell' Imperiale R. UoiTersiUi di Padovs^ 
ne' sei anni scolastici X809-1815," was printed in 1816. — Dr«. 
Magendia's paper on the nse of the Pmssic Acid, in diseases of 
the chest, was first read at the Rojal Institute of France, M.^^ 
Utter end of 1817. 
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I liave alr^ttdy observed, that the incoiTect 
gkfitidiBf^wt of M. Seharinger's death from the 
a^tiaii of the Pnissic Acid externally applied, 
b94 led me -to express pnblioly, my doubts as 
to fbe tmth of the fact : and th^t upon inquiry 
tbe f^ct itsdf ]^oved to have been wholly dis- 
%uretdL T%at circumstance gane me an op^ 
port unity to ftddross the profession at large, 
ritspectting the medicinal properties of the acid 
i|L <{B«stioiv eaiq^estly soliciting their attention 
to that important subject* As a part of tfa^ 
Mstory of the introduction of this new medi- 
due ii^ practice^ oi which I am attempting a^ 
stob^ in this Section, it wittnotbie con^id^Mi 
superQnws to quote one or two passages from> 
4at p^pevr After coosidoriAg the Prussic Aeid 
iHaeliemical and physiological point of vievir 
^ ffedfftev. {Upocoeds thus -. '' But there is m^ 
thtt; view oi the sul^ec^ to whioh 1 am anxious^ 
to call your attention, (the Editors) and that of 
your numerous readers. I allude to the benefi" 
eial eflfocts that have Ukis bo^ derived bqm 
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file nse of the acid in qnestion. Professor 
Borda, Lecturer on Materia Medica, in the' 
University of Pavia^ has introduced the Pms-^ 
sic Acid into the practice of Physic* as a vain-* 
able remedy in violentpulmonary inflammations^ 
in diseases of extreme excitement, and in cases - 
of worms. / do not find this iherapetttical^ 
application of the add noticed in any of the 
English medical works to which I have had 
access; and from a supposition that it might 
have escaped the attention of the English phy-* 
sicians, as-many other foreign scieiUifio sutgects- 
have, in consequence of the late political com* 
motions, I feel induced to communicate a short' 
account of this new practice to the public." 

** Professor Borda had been in the habit oi 
prescribing the aqualauro-cerasus in doses of 
from twenty to thirty drops in two ounces of' 
water, every two hours, in inflammatory dis- - 

* I was then ignorant of Professor Brera of Padora, u V 
hare already observed in this Treatise, baying used tbe sam*-' 
mediciiie tome jears before Borda* 
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eases: when, by a chemical analysis of this 
water, it was found that Prussic Acid formed 
Ae most important of its constituents ; and that 
when deprived of the aoid^ the laurel-water 
became wholly inert. This naturally led him 
to try the Prussic Acid itself, which he did in 
a. yariety of oases, giving from- four to six 
drops of it in distilled water, with a view to* 
diminish the excessive action of the heart and 
arteries, and thus arrest the progress of in- 
flammation.'* 

^^The materia medica, has thus been en* 
riched by the addition of a new and a powerful 
medicine, which, on the other hand, is con^ 
sidered as a most violent poison ; and while we 
find tlie Prussic Acid registered amongst the 
most important and effective preparations of 
Bmgnatelli's * general Pharmacopoeia," 8cc^ 

8cc.t 

• Bdhidii of 1B14, iii vol. — t moft interestibg work* 
t OlANTiLLB OB the Effeoto of Prusiio Acid; 1815. Medical 
Eq|Ofitarj« toL ir- 
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Id tbe memoir, so often quoted, of Messis.* 
Davignau aud Parent, it is stated, that a yoang 
Engli&h physician who was attached to tbe 
Rossian Imperial Guard, Dien quartered at 
PariSy '^ treated several of them, ill of inter* 
mittent fevers in the Hotel Dieu in 1814, with 
atroDg doses of Scheele's PiiissiG Acid mixed 
up with other substances. Most of the patient* 
experienced much disorder,, anxiety,, difficulty 
•f breathing, vomiting, and in short all thcr 
symptoms of being poisoned. All except a 
few, were perfectly cured in a short time." It 
ifi to be rQgretted that the name of this young 
and bold, yet successful English practitioner 
has not been divulged. Were I to conjectiure,. 
as to the individual, I should mention. Dr.* 
Hammick, the brother of the Surgeon at the 
Naval Hospital at Plymouth, who, I knew, held 
a high medical situation on the Staff of the Ent' 
peror of Russia, at the epoch here mentioned. 

Towards the latter end of 1817, while I wa* 
yet a resident in Paris, Dr. Magendie cead h» 
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first poper on the use of Prussic Acid in pec- 
toral diseases. This paper I received from him 
with a request that I would translate it for the 
purpose of communioating it, exclusively^ to 
the Editor of the Journal of the Royal Insti- 
tution, This task I performed late in the same 
year, and the memoir will be found in that pe- 
riodical and useful publication. 

While thus engaged in promoting the adop- 
tion of this medicine in Eugland, I felt not a 
little mortified on perceiving that the subject 
loomed not to engage, in the smallest degree^ 
tbko attention of my brethren on this side of the 
water. Nay, having 'by this time had occa* 
wm to administer, both in public and private 
pfaotioe, the Prussic Acid, I found that,, with 
two exceptions, I could not prevail on those, 
whom I had occasion, either to meet, or to 
speak to on the subject, to give it a trial. Of 
these e;s:ceptions I have made honorable men* 
tion in my first edition. They are Dr. Scudar 
more and M« Thomson, and I have, in common 
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with the public, reason to believe, that fheir 
opinibn of the efficacy of this medicine dif- 
fers very littie, if at all, from my own. The 
cases with which they have supplied me, are 
recorded amongst many others, as a proof of 
the correctness of their judgment in readily 
adopting a powerfal agent as a means to com- 
bat obstinate diseases, against which that medi^ 
cine had be^i recommended on highly respec« 
table authority; and as a reproach to those, 
who, be the evidence what it may in favour of 
new medicines, are always ready to reject them 
with scorn, without any previous inquiry, and 
from motives of presumptuous supererogation. 
By this, I by no means wish to imply, that 
because a new medicine is recommended, by 
however respectable an authority, every prac- 
titioner is bound to obey the invitation, — 
nothing is farther than this from my thoughts : 
but in making my observations on the subjecir, 
I hold it fair to insinuate, that any hasty con* 
demnation of every improvement in tiierapeu* 
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tics, is more likely to check the progress, which 
that branch of medical science is now happily 
making ; than any readiness, which some prac* 
titioners may shew,, to embrace every new sng» 
gestion in materia medica, especially when 
supported by fair and authentic evidence. Be 
this as it may, finding that the opportunities 
which I had enjpyed in the course of my prac- 
tice, had enabled me to give the Prussic Acid 
a proper trial in disorders for which I had beea 
instructed to administer it, as well as in others to 
which I had first extended the application of its. 
powers ; and having, abo, been the first who pre- 
scribed the acid in England, I thought it neces- 
sary, as well as prudent, to give publicity to the 
result of my observations.. This determination, ' 
fpve rise to the little essay entitled " Further 
Observations on the internal use of the Prussic 
Acid, 8cc." printed in March 1819, — ^in which 
a complete history of this substance, consi- 
dered both chemically and medically, with a 
greater body of facts, and number of cases 
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tban had yet been published, in this or any 
other country, on the sut^ect, was, as far aft 
then laid in my power, faithfully recorded. Of 
this little work reviewers have spoken freely^ 
and with great liberality; so that» far firom 
being hurt at any remarks they have rnade^ 
which seemed to militate against my doctrines 
in some few points, I beg, in fliis place to 
thank them, for the friendly and prudent cor- 
lections they haye suggested— while at tiie same 
tim^ my aokno^edgements are due to fhent 
for the encouraging recommendation they hare 
bestowed on the work. 

Since the publication of the first edition 
of the present essay, memoirs, on the same 
subject, have issued from the press in 
dmost every country in Europe, and also in 
America. Dr. Magendie was again foremost, 
amongst the writers on this occasion; but his 
second memoir, now before me, contains no- 
thing of his own, save the re-impression of his 
former paper, with a short reference only, to 
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«oiiHi firodi eastti— 41 skort note of half a pagiB^- 
Bad feor <x fiv« fiwnnuke. The remaiiider ii 
made op of very skort abstracts fron a panpii* 
let cf M. FoBtanelks, and the thesis ef Manroni^ 
and of a literal translatioa of two-thirds of mj 
own work, occupying thirty-eight pages ontof the 
dxty-niae ofwhiob Dr. Mageadie's pamphlet i» 
eoHipoted. Moos. CoaUon, whose former obser* 
vatMMia (m the Hydro-cyanic Acid^ have been 
moi#tiiaa once noticed in these pages^ again 
«ama Ibrwardin 1818» shortly after the a|^ear- 
aacoof Dr. Magendie's pamphlet, with a memoir, 
eatilledy '^ Medical Researches and Considera- 
tiom on the H^Fdro-cyamc Acid, its Base, 
Compounds, Antidotes, &c." Hons. Conllon 
ebtaizied the prise from the Society of Idege 
fNT Om memoir; and, as^ far as I can jndge, 
with great jastice. Mens. Coi^on has proved 
himaelf a most indefetigable compiler and experiv 
AMiter. Unfortimalely, however, no new fJEM^ta 
dm bo etkited from his work of any praetieal 
Bliitj ; and aa Dv. Dfagendie had already made 
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as much use of what Brera had done, and ct 
what my little essay contained, as was con- 
sist^it with his views, M. Conllon thought it 
unnecessary to say another word about eitbor; 
and consequently, not the slightest allusion is 
made, either to the Italian professor's, or to my 
own production on the subject; and this too, in 
a work which professes to give a complete his- 
tory of that medicine ! M« Coullon has divided 
his work into three chapters ; the first contain- 
ing the chemical history of the acid ; the second 
its action, and that of its base and compounds 
on organized bodies; the third an enumeration 
of its antidotes. Another essay on the Prussic 
Acid has appeared, since the first edition of 
this work, namely, towards the end of 1819, in 
America^ to this paper I have often referred in 
the course of this work, and from its pages I 
have borrowed freely every thing which, being 
peculiar to its authors, Messrs. Duvignau and 
Parent, or the result of their recent researches, 
appeared to me to merit repetition. The paper 
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in qaestioii was presented to the 
ndlosophical Society, and has been printed in 
tiie 8e€H>nd volume of the American Medical 
Recorder, published at Philadelphia* It conr 
tains an account of the history, discovery, 
origin, formation, various modes of prepa- 
ration, physical and chemical properties, 
efifects of the Prussic Acid, and, in fact, 
the very division and sub-division of my 
awn work, which is however, on no occasion, 
either mentioned or even alluded to. The only 
material part in which Messrs. Duvignau and 
P^urent^s paper seems deficient, is in practical 
fflustrations >t>f what they have either copied 
from others, or stated on their own authority. 
The two cases to which their medical know- 
ledge of the acid seem to extend, and which 
are new, will .be found in a subsequent part 
of this work. I have already stated, that 
Manzoni published a thesis on the subject 
of the Prussic Acid, under the avowed di- 
itction of his preceptor, Piwfessor Brera; his 
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memoir is written with great perapicpit y ■ ■ | wrg 
latinity — and contains a yariety of luefiil infinv 
mation. As to tiie €tormanfl» I should iievar 
end this, I fear, already too much extended 
section, were I to enumerate the various papers 
that have been written and puUished, in tbe 
various journals of their country, on the sul^ect 
of the Hydro^cyanic Acid, within the last eigh- 
teen months. 1 may, however, remark, that no 
regular work exists amongst them, containing, 
as for as I have had tiie means of aseertainingv 
a full body of information oh Ihis medicine ; bat 
that, on the contrary, tiheir observatioBs hoye 
been chiefly confined to some individual point 
of practice in reference to the administration of 
the acid in particular diseases. 

I have thus endeavoured to give a complete 
history of the introduction of the medicine under 
consideration, into practice, from its earliest, 
down to its latest period — ^in doing^ whieb, I 
have been actuated by a great desire of com* 
plying with the request of several muoh ie» 
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spected medical friends/ who were anxious to 
see the scattered details, which exist on this sab« 
jecty brought within a narrow compass; and 
abo by a sense of daty towards the profession at 
large, who, ere they assign a becoming place 
into the materia medica, to a new medicine, 
have a right to claim every sort of information 
which may lead to the attainment of that de^ 
sirable end. 



CHRONOLOGICAL RECAPITULATION 

OF THE 

Facts contained in the present Section, ' 

EBSPECTIHG THE INTRODUCTION OF THE PRU8SIC ACID 

imo 

THE PRACTICE OF PHYSIC. 

1576. David Unguad introduces the 
€herry-laarel into Europe from Trebisonde. 

1731. Maddbn and Mortimer first call 
the attention of the public, in England, to the 
poisonous efiTects of the cherry-laurel. 

1746. Brown-Langrish makes use, for 

G 
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Ae first tune, of the latuel-water jm an «(!• 
tMiiatit and dissolTent in animals, 

1749. LiKNBxrs announces, in ImAnutni- 
fates Academics, ihat the laurel- water was m&i 
by the Dutch physidans as a remedy in palmo- 
nary consumptions* 

1755. DUH Aiif Bli ^ i&efertioiis isome e^peti- 
ments mad^ oi^ ianiinaTSy '40 proT^^ehen^oifB 
effects of the laurel*water in certain 'leases. 

1773. Baylies appears to have been the 
first to try the action of the laurel-water on the 
human system; and to recommend its use in 
inflammatory diseases, and abdominal obstruc- 
tions. 

1780-1796. Thilineus praises the laurel- 
water in herpetic ulcers — Bergius in inter- 
teHtent fevers — Oui.L^E'N as an external appli- 
cation^-^HAKKEMAN in chin-<)ough-i<Pik»NOK: 
in inSammatory sore thi'oat.-JIiJi^LAND, &al- 

liisR, ThVESSEN, SIVBDIAUR, SPRBNGlfeL, 

and others, in nervous diseastes, vesanile, hypa> 
^lioiiKSHasis/stomacJh cotntAainls/ di^pepsia, &c 
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17S7. .ProfiMtor Br BRA ea^ploys ike cya- 
Mret (pmssittte) of OMroury m syphililic com- 

1800*1B02. BoHK and Scwrad&r dkoover 
the presence of Prussic Aoid in laurel-water, 
iKod the iHiter dknoncU* 

1601-1806. BORDA, Brvgnatelli and 
Rasori employ the Prtumc Acid in diseases of 
Ugb exditement* 

1885. . Emmert publishes, at Tubingeti, a 
Memoir on the poisonous ^ects of Prussic Acid 
in animals. 

1807. BrugnatRLLI declares, iu his " Far- 
BHMMipeaCsienerale/' that laurel- water and pnis« 
lie acid are. advantageously employed in pneu- 
aoniat angina, tobercnlar ooagh, catarrh, chro* 
Bio eongh, worms, &c. 

1806. CouiiLOK and others, in France, 
jmblish some. observations and experiments on 
tke auticm of Pmssic Acid; still limiting their 
inqilirieB to physiological considerations. 

1809-1810. Professor Brera of Padova, 

6 2 
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gives the Prussio Acid in pneamonia and .diS' 
eases of the chest, generally, with or without 
suppuration. Also as an anthelmintic. This prac- 
tice becomes general -in the north of Italy, and 
in some parts of Germany. 

1814. Sprengel, inhis ** Phartnacohgia,"^ 
recommends the Prussic Acid, free- or combined, 
in complaints of the stomach, dispepsia, hypo* 
chondriasis, &c. To this property of the Pros- 
sic Acid may be referred the success which the 
author of the present work has met with, in 
the cure of sympathetic coughs, from deranged 
functions of the liver and stomach, detailed in 
the edition of 1819; and the obstinate case of 
dispepsia, complicated with cough, cured with 
the same medicine by Mr. Thomson, related in 
the same work. His case concludes with these 
remarkable words :— " If, therefore, the Proi^ic 
Acid produces a more beneficial efiect, (than 
opium) its importance, as an adjunct to tonics, 
in the treatment of dispeptic affections, must be 
obvious." 
1815. Dr. Granville is the first to call the 
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attention of the medical profession in England^ 
to the subject of the Prossic Acid^ as a remedy 
in inflammatory and other diseases of the chest. 
No public notice is tak^i of the subject for two 

years. 

1816. The result of professor Brbra's prac- 
tice^ with regard to using the Prnssic Acid in 
complaints of the chest, and others, was this 
year published in his work entitled, ** Prospetti 
CUnici." 

1817. Dr. Magbndib reads a memoir on 
the use of Prussic Acid, in pulmonary cpnsamp- 
tion, (17th November, 1817) before the Royal 
bstttnte of France ; which memoir Dr. Gran- 
ville translates and publishes in English, on the 
following month, again urging the attention of 
Ae medical practitioners of this country to the 
medical properties of Prussic Acid. 

1818. Manzoni prints a thesis on the same 
sobject in Italy — and M. Fontanelles an- 
nounces, at Montpellier, the good result he ob« 
tained in four cases of hooping-cpugh treated 
with the Prussic Acid. 
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. 181&. Dr. GitANViLLE pd^shed' Ae «©- 
suit of hi» practice in thi» eouwtty, wf A re- 
gard to the use of Rrtissic Actdf iti oases o( 
consumption and hooping-cougb; and extends 
its application to other complaints in which it 
had nerer been administeredi sutch asastfiina^ 
sympftthetie ooaghi apasanodie eeagb of plP6|^ 
nant women-*-acute pafe attending- ahetttM, 
&c. His work contains' a chemteirf mai wMr 
dical history of the Prussic Acid^ with an ae^ 
ceantef themode of {Hrqparingit> smdpre^cri- 
bing if. 

Subsequently to the appeanmoe of this^ wmli, 
1/ke Prtissio Acid has beei> frequently ^opley^ 
hy Ekiglish practitioners, and notice hBU» been 
taken of this important addition to eux materia 
medica, by various periodical puWicatiens.-— 
Some months ago, Dr. Mag^idie and M. Co«^ 
Ion, in France, reprinted th^r former ob§er- 
yations; and Messrs. Duvignau and Parent, 
in America, pubtished the memoir on ^this -me- 
dicine set often quoted. 



FART THE SECOND. 



A short preliminary account and delineation 
(if the various Complaints in which the Prussic 
Acid has been administered as a medicine'^wUh 
Cases* 



SECTION FDtST. 
eoKSuicFnoN*. 

^Hikc 8trddeii> and' sometimes severe cbaages 
of weaAer, obserres Dr. Mndg^ of Pl5rmoatli« 
to wUch Dns eUmate is snbjecl^ ttre perhaps tbe 
most unhappy circnmstaBces attending onr 
rftnatioir;. and the pemieioHs effioets of them 
tipoti the hnman- constitution are so fireqaently 
el!xperienGed» that diseases cf the ireast may be 
traly considered as endemical amongst the in* 
habitants of Ibis Island.!' 

That the frequency of these diseases of ihe 
hreast, from-sitch a canse^ le#dt to pulmonary 
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consumption^ no medical practitioner or conob- 
mon observer can deny. Heace we see that 
lliis latter complaint, i^ itself of more fireqaoit 
occurrence in England than in any other conntryv. 
however unfavorable their climate may be in. 
any other respect. Dr. Toungi in bis treaiiflie 
on consumptive diseases, states that the fre- 
quency of consumption in Great Britain is 
usually such^ that it carries -off about one foortb 
of its inhabitants. This is a most appalling idea! 
That of any four persons who may chance to 
meet together, one should be marked 'for de- 
struction by this most terrible disorder, is a. 
calculation which may well be pleaded by any 
practitioner, as an apology for endeavouring to 
ascertain, what other and better mode of treat* 
ing this complaint might be discovered,^ The 
public, therefore, owes a debt of gratitude to 
those who have introduced either new remedies 
against the malady in question, or a more pln^ 
losophical mode of treating it — and amongst 
these none seem so much entitled to it than the 
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pIiTsiciaiis^ be they of what country they may, 
who have first proposed the Prussic Acid in 
the treatment of consumption. For^ although, 
it may yet appear, and I confess to me it is 
]»oblem»tical, whether a case of consumption, 
kt adyanced in the last stage of its melancholy 
career, has yet been cured in a decided manner 
bj the Fmssic Acid— there is no doubt that 
in hundreds of other cases where the disease 
bad. not yet committed great ravages on the 
hmgs and the system, geoerally, that medicine 
has preyed the means of arresting the progress 
of the complaint^ and averting the impendiiig 
ftito of the patient. Some such cases will be 
ftund; in the follovdng pages, corrobcurated by 
sach evidence as the most sceptical will: not 
hum it in their power to question. Andher^ 
I* must beg of those who may b§ inclined t^ 
mriew these cases, that they will give a correct 
smqmary of their results to the public, whenever 
ftfiy ishall think proper again to bestow their 
time. .and. attention on the feeble efforts of the 
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avfiier ib tkw impertaiiit came* The eritie 
irha writes in the qaarierijt jemrmk of Foreigii 
MedieiDe^ and wlio kfts sneertaigly oompa fe J 
the eflTeets of tlie Prassie Aeid i» tbesie of the 
Bfrim ef GKteady qaetes tiie result ef & varietji 
of eases ef eonsmaptilott, rektted in my fiffsl 
editien, from which it appears, en ihe eriHuf^ 
mm shewing f^ limt ef eight patieii^ wbe had 
tbk«ti the Prassic Aeid, two only had died, 
f»nr had oomjdetely recoveped, and #w», had 
becA sent abroctd after consideraUe atteNora*- 
tien <rf every pressing symptom, f Yet what 
is the eoroUary which &is oan^d judge drawa 
from sach results? Ecee ** Here endeth the 
catalogae of eensamptive patients ; and it ex.^ 
hibits notlffldg bat the tisual tamentcMe remM 
of our attempt to subdue this formidable dis- 
ease ; far if we subirttci the nufkber of dbad 
AND DYING, I from tiiose which are said te 

* Page 193 of the second toI. of Qoarlerlj JohtmI of Forei^ 
JiMiiMe, No. Vf . Ibr Feb. 1816. 
t Oire of tbeM Jia^ Ailiaa s«tiuii«d i» porl«i4.lM«k^* 
t Page 194 Jee. eit. 
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Hi?» bet» cmeA, . we kave litde fmira fer»grft* 
ttilatioii. on the addHtion of tkis article to the 
Matoffa M edica^ at far lis oon8ii]|iptio» i» con* 

And again ^' Our own opinion of ttis fHib«>' 
flil«aca» as a medioine in eoBBumplion, mi^ bo 
gadiofed from ike preoeding obtervationBy md 
may- be expressed in a very few words :-^In the 
9mlf stages- ct- (he disease we consider it 
w§ds$9^ ^^ in- the latter unse^J* I am not 
fend of > latin quotations, or ikks weald reaUy be - 
the proper place for esclmmmg with Brutus^, 
in 4Mie ofhis lettem to Cieere. - ^* O ifiquissiitte 
sMMmM '^tndionuii aestimi^er et jisdex !" This 
is. aooflier of the many Wnentable instances of 
iK fiu»)|fy^ with which an anonymous writer 
im^m9»r in»a bold and isweepin^ assertion, of 
a Begai^Ye- kind> the- ri^t of overthrowing 
fccta brought forward ni snpport of a positive 
aisertiott^ diffidently, and not boldly advanced. 
ISie facts themselves are first misinterpreted, 
and. incorreel^ explained to the public; land ^ 
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next an endeavour is made to annihilate their. 
eflPect by ** our own opinion is, that ttie author 
knows nothing about the matter"— -an opinion 
without a name, and unsupported by even a tittle 
of evidence. In a journal so respectable as * 
the one I have named, such conduct is not 
befitting the high character it has acquired 
amongst the profession. Why has not the re- 
viewer stated upon what experience, either of 
himself or of his friends, the sweeping opinion 
of the inefficacy of the Prussic Acid in con*: . 
sumption, which he has advanced, had been 
chiefly founded? Can any discriminating reader 
be expected to rely upon a dogmatical assertion, 
uttered without any apparent reason, and by an 
'' unknown;" rather than on the language of . 
known medical men, who desire to be judged 
by the facts only which they have recorded? 
What will this critic say of the fresh evidence 
brought forward in the present work in favour 
of that which he has already denied? Will he 
retmct bis hasty decision^ or like another liberal 
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reviews in a monthly journal^ state that sach 
a stBp woold be derogatory from the dignity of 
Bn*' ex cathedra decision?"* 

* Tfaii it a cviou and perfectly anthentio anecdote. The work 
of one of oar beat, a»d bj far the moat erudite phjaician in Lon*^ 
doii« ia reviewed in the medical jonmal alladed to, and 10010 
facta totallj diifignred. An impartial friend of the author, without 
the knowledfe of the latter, writea lome proper itrtcturea on the 
reriew, and reqnirea of the editor, as he had a right to do, to 
correct, bj their insertion in a subsequent publication, the faliie 
iflspreaaion thua excited in the public. The letter was answered 
a nwmth afterwards, and this remarkable sentence appears in it : — 
*' Indeed, I felt reluctant to refuse admission to your strictures; 
bat I am sure that when jou consider the thing in all its bearings, 
yoa will, allow that an admissum oftueh an avpeal would hayebeen 
calculated to injure the reputation of the journal, by giving tkp 
vfpearancB of vacctUatioH to its editors! " It was in the same 
mootfdy journal that we read, as a reason, for not giving to the 
poUie the review of a certain book on midwifery, published last 
year, that it had a red cover, and contained nothing new ! Yet the 
editor may well be challenged to quote a single English work on 
that InraBch of medical practice, in which may be found the samo 
arrangement of labours — the same calculations on natural and iu- 
stiomental labour — ^the same observations on the number and pro- 
bability of miacarrii^es — the same classification of miscarriages — 
the same mode of treating them — the same result of such treat" 
meat ; together with the same classification of female complaints^ 
and diaeaaea of children, in a tabular form, as are to be found 
in that red book ; and if incapable of finding such a work,, dien 
what moat the readers think of this editor's candour, erudition, and 
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ItoM»ot-be eiitpected of me in flie prosoivt' 
work, that I should enter into the- bbtorjr <^ 
consumptive diseases. This task haa been pe^ 
formed by so many able writers, that I amnjr- 
self satisfied with referring to them for informa- 
tion. But in order that my readers m9j he* 
better enabled to judge of the nature oflliese* 
oases, in which the Prussic Acid has been, ei» 

knowledge of the sabject ? The contents may be " indifferent 
good*' — naj, absolutely bad ; and if so> the author would htare 
reeeiyed, with gratitade, the correottons of the reyiewer. Bvt.tc- 
Mjr the red book. contained nothing new, was asserting that whiflb- 
conld not liave been asserted had the book been read ; and which if 
Maerted withoat reading the book, places the reviewer in a sitm- - 
tion even mure unpleasaut than that, in which he-may have wished- 
to place the object of his unity observations. 

Bat ** Fragili quserens illidere dentem, oflTendet solido." Thxs^ 
nnst ever be the case with those reviewers ; who 6nd it a maoh 
easier task to criticise, than to write works on practical sabjeetc. 
Hence I may yentare to predict, .that as soon as the present edi- 
tion shall huye fallen into the hands of the editor of the Medieal 
Repository, the public will, most probably, be favoured with re- 
marks on the '* wretched style," ** defective langaage,*' '* waqt 
of method," " inaccnracy of description" of the present work, 
with, perhaps, some gentlemanly personal allusions to the %|it|ior 
himself, for having dared, in this note, to set at defifmce a^-tx 
taiktdrtt decition. • 
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Ihflr saccoMfiilly, or nnsttccessfttlly employed, I 
dtttt [Miiiini tkem with a Inrief deseriptton of 
the oomsphiaA to whicb they belong. 

Id treatiiiff of ooBiamption, iottead of follow- 
ing the dnimm of its ^mnetieB, as determiaed 
by tbet eflects wfaieh that diftease produces en 
the liiiig»> aooording to some aatbor« ; I prefer 
adiq^tiiig' that whicb is founded on the renK^o 
or excitiDf causes of the disease* Considered i» 
tUs peint of riew, oonsnmption of ike lungs has 
p neoented itself to my observatioo in the course- 
of my practice, aader the following' circumstan*- 
ces; and in each variety, I have used the Prus- 
810 Aeid with various success.. 



C* 1* AJPPAAJBITTiiY 0WIK6 TO A PJ5CUI.l<iR FOS- 
MATIOn OF THE CHEST, AND PROBABLY OF THE LUNGS 
—COMMON TO SETERAIi. MEMBERS OF THE SAME FAMILY,- 

M9m TaLAmmuLttum by prbcbbihs gbnbrations. 

In this case the disease is generally develo- 
ped in a similar manner, and at the same age, 
in almost all the individuals of one family affec- 
ted by it. The function of respiration becomes 
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more or less distarbed — the circulatioii is bur- 
ried— -there is a gradual increase of animal Ueai^' 
and a trifling, dry cough, often unnoticed^ prenf 
cedes, for some time, the visible wasting of Hie 
body, which at last increases rapidly^ and aft" 
rapidly carries the poor sufferer to the grave:' 
The functions of the stomach are little or *not 
impaired in this variety of consumption,' and 
the patient enjoys high spirits. If the patient be 
a female, she will be seen constantly to place her 
hand on the clothes which encircle her bosom; 
to pull them from it, as if oppressed by thdr. 
weight; endeavouring, at the same time, with her 
extended neck, and the head thrown backwards,:- 
to take in a fuller inspiration than usual — in 
which, however, she does not succeed. Here 
we find, after death, the lungs either shrivelledf 
and greatly diminished in their natural volume^ 
or partially condensed. Palpitations of the heUrt* 
and head-ach attend the progress of this diseaiie;.* 
but there is never any expectoration. 
I have tried the Prussic Acid in this^ case,, 
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not because I expected to prevent a process^ 
which a particular modification of structare 
seemed to horry on, with no possible chance of 
its being arrested ; but with a view to allay the 
nervous irritability, restlessness, and watchftil- 
new of the patient. Opiom, in all its shapes, 
henbane, digitalis, lactacarimn, and other ano- 
dynes, had been tried by other practitioners 
before me; but in vain — and I regret to say, 
that the Pnissic Acid did not prove more sua* 
cessfuL Perhaps a difierent result, as to the 
prolongation of life at all events, might have 
been obtained, had the acid been used as a pro- 
I^hylactic, rather than a curative remedy.-— 
That the chest may undergo a favourable change 
in its capacity cannot be questioned, since Dr. 
Yonng has brought forward his own case in 
support of this fact. But the remedies must be 
applied sooner than I had an opportunity of 
doing. 
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C 2. OWING TO A VITIATED STAJE OP THE^ ANI- 

ft 

MAL FLUIDS, NO MATTER FROM WHAT CAVBB, WBITHSE* 
liUlO«V]4>V«9 tOaBEVTIOt iVPHII.ITIG| •« OTBBRWIMT. 

This may also be transmitted from Hie parMt' 
stock; or may be contracted. If the latter; the* 
^sease win shew itself at the age of between 
X8 and 4(V years; if the former^ it may appear* 
at any^ period. Scroftilous tamottrs and depo- 
sitions have been found in the heart of ftettuai^ 
and of newly bom children, on whom no appft* 
rent cause, forsnch a morbid State of those or- 
gans^ could' hay e operated.* This -species ofehu^- 
sumption prevaib most commonly in northern 
countries, and particularly in Great ' BHtaior. 
It occurs, we may say, in tiiree^ out of five cas^ 
of consumption of the lungs ; and I am incKitedr 
to think, from several years observation^ that 
many instances of this species of the com- 
plaint, which have been ascribed to transmis^ 
sion from the parent stock, have arisen from- 

* See Dr. Young od Consamptiye Diseases. Morgagoi da; 
St!dibiis>. &c. Conradi Anatomia pathologica, &c» &c. 



the ii^fMroper physical edncatioA of chaUren, 
^soid ehiefly from their diet. Bat this is a siil>- 
jeet hf fiur 4oe important to be Gnrsorily treated 
in this phN;e» and I may^ at a futiire period^ be 
tanpted te lay before the pubUe^ the result of 
iny ebiierTationsv T1h» oufy remcfffay indeed, % 
ftr the presettt, will take-the liberty of makkifv 
ttOM^ that England is- the only eevuitry- iriieet 
meh ^lEeessive quantities of biilter are^ wed ie 
(ho'daify diet, of even the youngest children*— 
mt llmt mesenteric obstructioBs, indnrated 
jjlbntds, and what has been called the infantifcr 
mnittent feter, seem to^ be a few of the bad 
oemoq nwieea of socb improper <&et.— l^e pva- 
icBt spemes of phthisis> includes what has been 
caBed the tnberenlar and strumons- oonsmnpi- 
tten. 

There is a peculiar and decided ebaraoter 
which a transmitted, as well as an acquired 
predisposition to this variety of disease, gives 
to the individual about to be or already ailected 
by it, and which every writer has agreed in 
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considering as a scrofulous diathesis. This chl^ 
racter is made up of various constitutional a{)h 
pearanceSy the whole of which, however^ need 

not necessarily be present in the same in4i- 

• 

vidual. A smooth and fair skin, through whiok 
the blood vessels may be seen^ particularly on 
each side of the forehead and neck; light faairt 
generally, but black hair also, occasionally; 
light eyes, virith or without dilated pupils ; tong^ 
dark eye-lashes; thick nose, about the bridge 
in particular, and of a varying colour^ teetli 
of a dead pearly white, with a similar tint in 
the white of the eyes; narrow chest, or what 
has been called chicken breasted ; long fingers 
with prominent rounded joints, particularly 
of the last phalanx — muscles lax, and chiefly 
those of the inside of the arm, and of the le^s ; 
enlarged glands under the ear and the lower 
jaws — precocity of intellect, enthusiasm of ge- 
nius, delicate sensibility, and a head larger than 
its natural proportion. These are the princi- 
pal appearances from which a disposition to 
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fte ]preseiit variety of consumption may be 
iaferred. Dr. Tonng, in his enidite work al« 
veady quoted, very properly observes, that ** no 
man was ever bom incapable of becoming scro- 
JhlouSy and in this sense, every person may be 
jiaid io possess more or less of a scrofalons 
tainty which may become mischievous or fatal 
te dl, -under improper management, but whicb, 
m other circumstances, may easily remain latent 
tbrough life." 

C. 2. Incipient.-^Uhe symptoms which an* 
Bounce the beginning of this destructive malady 
are these, and 1 prefer giving them in detcdl, 
because, as their approach is insidious, so is our 
&ttbntion to them inconsiderable. *' When cold, 
6r a pleurisy, or a spitting of blood, has already 
alarmed us," says the author I have last men- 
fioned, ' ** we are not unprepared to expect 
its degenerating into a more serious disease; 
and^ provided that we do not wilfully shut 
dnr eyes, we are likely. to be sufficiently aware 
of tiie danger that may occur, but it is the 



y 



iniaciiow approaoh of consumptioii tiiat •molt 
requires o«r <»ation."^The first tymptma id 
In^miry aad tmwiHingiiess to exert either the 
BMntfid or be£Iy pchnrenk Next, there k •« 
murked increase of heat in the paims af Ilia 
hands and the soles of the feet» owiv^ to ao» 
eelerated ree^iration. The breatfaiog la no 
longer performed with the same ease, imd, 
if tiie patient ascend a flight t>f steps^ or 
an acclivity, he stops for breath, a&d cannot 
utter but interrupted syllables to the fijend 
who accompanies him. AU this is unheeded, 
or, at most» the patient gets a imile from his 
attendant, and a ^* dear me, you are soon out 
of breath V Next come the flushings of the 
jboe, and occasional chilliness after dinner^— 
upon which the sufferer receives the congratula* 
tions of his gn^ts: ** one ought to feel oold 
after meak«-«it is a sure sign of g^od digestion.'' 
Die malady, in the mean while, makes ferthet 
inroads, and unheeded, and concealed, marks 
this and that part for destruction. Still each 



fiMT iVgdifi M m U Atvonrably interpreted^ And 
vmUbet the victim nor jbni Aiendt, are .airare 
of tiie '^fftomctaag daonger* l^e body^ bon^ 
YVMr, tM(W MArewB «)rideftt Meriis of wairtitig'*^ 
Hie poise 18 felt, and is :foinid to be cfoicl^ 
fiitiiO, ^rUindiiiig* The piMiettt m ebserred^ «t 
Iwty to Uioi^h^ «ilMl %he» dedited tcmidBe it 
i«epi4iur|ilNittioii, ihe .esperiMC6» mere w leM 
pftiii^^^^iiHitsiiieis^ in ^ certain ftfied purt 4i>f 
the <Aiei$t 1 Wdienithese latter wifivrouridde tki' 
BttiostaDete 'have wipcflh^^ the ifimi vtage 
^f 4b6 cKdoese iMy be «nd. i;e be decidedhf 
estsMMedy ^ and^iiethiag Hiet iit or ^oMt*- 
^hip can perform for the relief of the patient 

If ihe-Bhtydic Aoid' be ^veti dori*^ ttds 
%tfi|^e) even ^^t« a oen^fRutional tenAettey 
4o^ 1fi(to dipesldftd iMdbdy exists, and before >Cbe 
iBtipJpatti^^ proee»s of ^e ttibierctes be for^drt^, 
«'p^rfisetireeei^^ittiay be eitpeeted^ Tl^'fis 
%^ ffiaWMitkA by'the ftReNrifi^eafle^.^ 
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Casb 1. Miss D«-— 9 the sister of an En-* 
glish physician residhig abroad, aged SO, tall, 
narrow chested, and thin, applied to Dr. H»- 
gendie, whilst labouring under erory sjmptom 
of incipient consamption, for which she had 
been sent to the Continent by her physicians in 
London. The Pmssic Add was administered 
in doses of eight drops, nnd continued for 
two months. Her cough and expectorotiim 
vanished, the fever left her, and she gradu- 
ally gained a considerable embonpoint. I saw 
her in Paris, two years ago, perfectly well, and 
received from herself the history of her case. 

Casb II. and III. A young man and a young 
woman, not related, two morning gratis pa- 
tients of Dr. Scudamore, consulted him, with 
appearances of urgent phthisical symptoms, 
such as harassing cough, wasting of flesh, very 
quick pulse, night perspiration, loss of strength, 
puriform expectoration, and the peculiar form 
of hooked nail wanting the circular shape. He 
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gave to both the Pnissic Acid^ up to the dose of 
ten drops^ and had the satisfaction to witness 
the best effects from the medicii^^. The pa* 
tients improved in all respects, and at their 
last visit thought themselves sufficiently veil 
to omit the medicine. After an interval of 
eight months^ one of them, the young woman, 
returned to the Doctor, to thank him for the 
permanency of her cure.* 

Casb IV. Master Blackwell, aged ten years, 
was sent to sea as a Midshipman, in hopes, 
chi^y, of his overc(Hning a certain predis- 
position, as it was then supposed, to stru- 
mous consumption. For some time after the 
Gonstitation seemed to improve, but about tluree 
years ago, having spent a very severe winter 

* In mj first edition, I quoted, from memory, a case whicb 
luid been, related to me in Paria, and which I had. been informed 
wae to be found-in Manzoni'a Tbesii. The casetbowever, appearf 
aaurngst the man j contained in the printed copy, which I have since 
receiTedlrom the anther, onder a somewhat different fermi and ia 
Inserted in another place. 

H 
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on tiie Newfoundland station, tile symptonid of 
pectoral disease became so pressing, that, on 
the recomm^dation of the medical officers, and 
indeed of Captain Bachan himself, bis com- 
manding dffi'cer, he was sent home. On bU 
arrival' in England, I was requested by tbe 
late mnch-lamented Sir W. Farqnhar, tboi 
ill, to visit him ; and my report to that eminent 
physician was altogether nnfstvonrable. EV=ery 
mean usuaUy employed in such cases, was re- 
sorted to, in the first instance, to no purpose. 
The boy was wasting daily — the cough' and 
night-sweats bad manifested themselves- in a 
decided manner* There was no expectora* 
tion approaching to purulency — nor was the 
abdomen enlarged, or distended. The boweb 
Vielded to proper medicines, and the secre- 
te ops appeared healthy. . Tde puls^ 125 ox 30 
-"'the skin dry — the respiration diffiCHk«-<r1lM 
cheeks flushed. The Prussic Acid was admi- 
nistered, with oarbonate of petadi«>. In aboot 
three days the disorder seemed' arrested.' Hb 
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continaed'^ same medicine anodier fortnight, 
and every symptom, except debility, disap- 
peiarCfd; He^ is now in excellent healtbr, and" 
htts Been: so fbr^ upneards of two years. — THae' 
almost instatitaneotis' good e^Teot ^bidi the acid 
seemed tb hsve, from: the first, on the congh,- 
in'dbeed^ the mother; yAid had been troabled 
y^^ that symptom dating^ the whole winter, 
tb ttuke; wiflrout my knorwiedge, the same mix- 
tare with the Acid, which I had prescribed^ 
for helr'soti; an'd it was only after her cough' 
had' wholly subsided, that she acquainted me^ 
of the step she* had taken; though she knew^ 
not' of the mixture* being' any thing else than' 
a commoni cou^-mixtur^. 

Ca8« V: A ^errairt of llh; E-i-- — 's, of 
XJpphr Seynlonr Street, was sent to me fbr 
advice, ilk the month of'Mky, 1819/ in con;* 
setfi^nce of a complaint in the ch^st, wfaic!/ 
hiad' been, more or less, troublesome'for sn^ 
vend' winters; but whtch" hkd become^ mbre 

h2 
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urgent at the time of his consulting me. He 
was then in the twenty- second year of his 
age, tall, slender, of a very fair and d^cate 
complexion, with blue eyes, light hair» white 
pearly teeth, long pale fingers, &c. He com- 
plained of pain immediately under the stemnm, 
a little to the right— -coughed, accasumally, with- 
out any expectoration — breathed with difficulty, 
and as if heavily oppressed in so doing. . The 
pulse was frequent, small, irregular. There 
was a clammy moisture on the skin; yet the 
palms of his hands were burning with heat — 
his cheeks were marked with spherical flushes, 
which contrasted singularly with the bright 
blue tint shining through a pearly-white skin, 
about and under the eyes. The tongue was 
of a purplish colour. The appetite good — 
gating, usually, three meals a day ; but the body 
wasted notwithstanding. The bowels rather 
relaxed; the abdomen soft, and of a natura 
size. Being questioned about any chilliness 
^ter meals, he answered in the affirmative. 
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Hie patient had been occasionally attended 
by the family apothecary, and had been twice 
bled, upon which every symptom seemed to 
grow worse— until, at last, his mistress re- 
solved to send him to me for further advice. 
Considering his case to be one of incipient 
strumous consumption, I prescribed the acid, 
which the patient himself used to procure at 
Mr. Grarden's^in Oxford Street. During the 
first week the cough subsided, as well as the 
perspiration, but the pulse continued frequent 
and small. I then gave, alternately with the 
acid, a mixture with myrrh and carbonate of 
potash, which seemed to strengthen him; and 
during the five weeks that the patient con- 
tinued to call on me, I could plainly perceivb 
the good efiects produced by the medicine. 
At the end of this time the cough had en- 
tirely left him — the pulse had been lowered 
to about 80 — and he considered himself so 
much better that he discontinued his visits. 
I understand that he applied for some time 
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longer to the chemist for the acid, and .tbat 
when rhe had last been there, he appeared iB 
j>erfect health. 

Case VI. A gentleman, aged 52 yoars, .tall 
and of a large .boti^ structure, but thin and 
Peshless — ^with large blue light ^jtes, fuad dila^ 
t^d fpc^ils— long used to daily ^mdJwd d^chu 
m^tion — of great literary acquiremwts ; ^pUf^ 
to .me Pin May 1819, for an encvaasing .cam* 
plauxtx>f the .cbe&t under which he thad laboured^ 
^ere :Qr less, for several years. His .Toice 
faparse yet loud, fails him in the midst qf J^ 
s^entence, when he ^eems to struggle against 
some inward obstruction, raises his shoulders, 
heaves his .breast, and his lips become of a 
livid ,bae. fie has a pain in the left side of 
the chest, with occasional palpitation, and dis- 
turbed sleep. The appetite and spirits are 
gpod. JQjis pulse irregular and always above 
90. The tongue white — the fauces loaded 
wit)i^ucus. Expeotoxates abundantly, but no 
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«igns of pumleiicy can be diHcovered. He oc- 
casionally awakes in the morning bathed in 
jperspiration. <He attributes his complaint^ in 
the first place> to a family predisposition to 
it; in the next, to the great exertions in 
tspeaking, -which he is constrained to make 
jdailyy^oui has been for many years in die habit 
of making. Me eoLpressed a great desire to 
try thef rossic Acid, and declined haviiig re- 
course to anjf other medicine^ as he considered 
A repetition of what he had tried so often^ and 
in ^ain, a waste of time. I therefore pre- 
scribed tiie acid« and the effects it produced, 
Mi first, may be gathered from what his lady 
wrote to me on the subject a few days afters- 
wards. '* Our patient took the Prussic Acid on 
Tuesday, and during the night complained of 
an ^musual languor, with depression of spirits ; 
he «ould 'eat no supper, though for some time 
j^ast lie had never abstained from it— -he slept 
(froin tietween eleven and twelve until about 
two-^he has coughed and raised phlegm much 
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as usual, tbou^^b, if any thing, to a less degree: 
he feels a great tendency to sickness, heat, and 
a sort of giddiness, with considerable restless- 
ness,** " He has fancied his respiration some- 
what more easy, notwithstanding all these symp- 
toms> and the phlegm somewhat diminished,'^ 
Some days after the receipt of this letter, the 
patient called upon me, and it was agreed fhet 
he should resume the acid under proper regula- 
tions. The account which the patient gave of 
its effects in about a week, was as follows :— 
** Feeling myself exactly as when I began to. 
try the effects of the Prussic Acid, I am incli- 
ned not to continue it, or take any other medi- 
cine in the intermediate time, until the latter 
end of July, when I can give it a fair chance 
at some watering place in quibt. Sometimejs 
my breath is better, and the discharge of phlegm 
not so copious; in other respects I am very 
well, notwithstanding the arduous and inces- 
simt exertions of my profession." " I shall 
not venture to try the other medicines you have 
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fecommended to me, as common medicines 
lea^e me where they foond me, and from the 
Prusnc Acid alone I can hope to be essentially 
« benefited.'' In the following month of July, I 
had the pleasure of seeing him considerably 
improved; though not so much as I should 
have expected; but I have since learned to 
bear many such disappointments in the admi- 
nistration of this medicine, some of which, 
however, are not easily to be accounted for. — 
Whether this patient did or did not resume the 
Acid in the summer, as he intended, and if so 
with what success, I am not prepared at this 
moment to state. Living as he does at some 
distance from the Capital, and having myself 
been absent for a few months from England on a 
professional engagement, it has not been in my 
power to follow this gentleman's case as closely 
as i should have wished. But an opportunity 
will soon occur of seeing him, having received 
a kind invitation to visit him ; and I know that 
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for the last t:v^elye months be has coptinoed to 
atteud to ius laborioos occapatioos.^ 

Case Vp. Jljliss C had from her child- 

Jhopd exhibited signs of scropbula» though bom 
of healthy parents. The glands of ibe neck ; 
pccasion^ly, those of the groins ; and^ in one 
instance, those under the left arm had become 
swelled^ painful, hard, but had never suppu- 
rated. On some of these occasions there was 
^ flight cough present, which was attributed 
either to teething or to worms. Her appear* 
9ikce, however, denoted perfect health, and nf> 
uneasiness was felt respecting her* Towards 
the critical period of fifteen, after no incon- 
siderable sufferings, the glandular swellings 
disappeared almost suddenly; and in a few 
months afterwards menstruation l^^come fully 

* This opportanity has occurred suce the Cue was sent to the 
press. Tbopgh not conqoered, the disease does not Sfem tohair^ifs. 
the patient as mach as before } nor does it preclude him finm at- 
lending to the ardaons doties of his profession* 
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e3tabUshed. The young lady was now oon-* 
sidered as parfectly healthy, and no farth^ 
attortion was paid to her. As soon, howeYer, 
as the formalities of etiquette required her 
presence in the gay world, and she was 
surrend^ed to the caprice of fashion, it was 
discovered that she could not well bear the 
fatigoes of the night, and that neither the pro- 
longed hour of rising on the following days — 
nor the measured and choice diet — nor the 
ixvnd in the open laadau were sufficient to stay 
ike wasting effects which such a mode of life 
had visibly produced. A slight cough again 
nade its appearance, accompanied with a slight 
pain in the chest, and a slight oppression in 
breathing. She was slightly affected when 
walking fast, or ascending the stairs ; and she 
felt, though slightly, every variation of ihe at- 
too^fbeite. The symptom which first alarmed 
ih0 parents, was emaciation^ £md this seenied 
te proe^ed #e fiuit, that Miss C ' from being 
^ olgeot of pridoy became ipoon m object of 
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pity and grief to her friends. A physician 
was called in, who thought that the yonng lady 
suffered from diabetes, and ordered a treat- 
ment accordingly. A second was soon after- 
wards consulted, whose more particular study 
was supposed to be the unravelling of myste- 
rious complaints, and particularly of the chest 
— ^for, by this time, a disease of that part was 
strongly suspected by all. His opinion con- 
firmed the fears of the friends, but his treat- 
ment did not allav them. In the month of June 
1819, that is, eighteen months from the first time 
of taking the alarm, the patient was supposed 
to be in a consumptive state, and under these 
circumstances, I was requested to give my 
opinion. Mine could not but be in unison with 
that of the medical gentleman who preceded 
me; and I strongly recommended the use of 
the Prussic Acid. Indeed my opinion had 
been asked specifically as to whether thikt 
medicine was admissible in the case of Miss 
C«-*— » To describe all the symptoms under 
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which this young lady laboared at the time of 
her first beginning the ase of the acid, would 
be to repeat almost every symptom which has 
been before mentioned in the outset of this 
section. Suffice it to say, that she was con- 
sidered as being in the first stage of tubercular 
consumption. I visited the patient, occasion- 
ally, from June till August, and derived great 
satisfaction, at the amendment which I thought 
1 could perceive in her general health. My 
subsequent absence from England, prevented 
my following the case through its various 
stages; but on my return from the continent 
in November, I had the pleasure of learning 
by letter, that my patient, then in the country, 
bad, during the autumn, lost her cough and 
oppression on the chest— that she had gained 
a degree of embonpoint — and that af the ap- 
proach of the bleak season, she had not expe* 
rienced, as she had done the preceding ye^rs, 
the ill-efiects of cold and wet weather. The 
acid had been discontinued for three months. 
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and resumed in February of tlie curr^it year^ 
Nirhen^ after a fortnight, it was altogerther abanr 
doned, the young lady being in all respects free 
from complaint. In this case, the acid never 
produced eitber sickness or dizainess. It 
seemed to act gently on the boweb for a few 
days, and not longer — and was administered, 
both when it was first taken, and when it was 
resumed, for the first week, in doses of one drop 
every two hours in a common camphor mixture. 
This mode of prescribing the acid I have found 
to be preferable to that of limiting the use of 
the medicine to three times a day ; when,, if the 
whole quantity be pushed, from necessity, to 
eighteen or twenty drops, the patient is forced 
(to take six of them at a time; a dose whiok 
seldom fails to produce sickness, and seems t^ 
irritate rather than to act as a sedative^ 

Case VIII. A lady above 60 years of ^ge^ 
the grandmother of several children, bad bew 
tro«)Ued fwr several years with a diffie^ty of 
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breathing and cough, which, on reachiog the 
period of menespausia, became very trouble^ 
some, and excited some alarm. In the early 
part of her life, she had enjoyed excellent 
health, but signs of an unfavorable predispo- 
jsition to glandular obstructions and enlarge^ 
ments, had manifested themselves, at various 
periods, and have since remained stationary. 
Several glandular swellings were shewn to me 
on the second visit, in February, 1820, occupy* 
ing various parts of the body, but particularly 
the neck — the bosom— -and each side of th^ 
chest. Remedies of all description had been 
resorted to without effect*— some indeed, which 
had be^i immediately directed to the removal 
of tiie gla^dular swellings, proved pregnant 
with mischief and were soon abandoned. With 
Ae cough, there was dyspnoea, and a scanty 
thick expectoration. She complained of fever 
^k times, and her pulse, on my first seeing her^ 
"ffffitqfi, }^i, and above a hondired strokes in 
^ mimt§* Tb^ ^Mn dry-^til^e topgne i4sp dry^ 
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rbaghish and of a pale tint. Slept uneasily, and 
xit interrupted intervals. Her bowels had for 
a long time been confined, so as to render the 
use of daily medicines necessary. There was 
no decided pain in any part of the chest; bat 
much uneasiness, impossibility of making a deep 
inspiration, palpitations and 'flutterings — with a 
kind of spasmodic attack at times, which ren* 
dered her existence truly miserable. An opinion 
had long before been given, that this lady 
was labouring under some tubercular formation 
in the lungs, an opitiion which external appear- 
ances, and the symptoms already described, 
seemed greatly to uphold. Occasionally the 
cough, expectoration, fever, and morning per- 
spiration, with a hard pulse, would gradually 
become so alarming, as to induce the attending 
practitioner to prescribe bleeding. This ope- 
ration was about to be again performed when 
I saw the patient, and it was determined, in 
preference, to give the Prussic Acid a trial. 
From the notes of my first visit, I find that 
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ber palse was hard and freqaent— that she had 
had several attacks of chilliness and fever— 
that she slept ill, and expectorated a sort of 
gitimoiis yellow and greenish matter^ which 
when thrown into cold water, went to the 
bottom ; and when acted upon by boiling water, 
did not shrink, so as to appear smaller in its 
Toliime.'^ I ordered the Pmssio Acid in the 
dose of 10 drops for the 24 hours— powders 
composed of tartarized antimony and snpertar- 
trate of potash — and some aperient pills. 

The relief she derived from this treatment 
became evident in a very few days : the congb 
soon afterwards ceased altogether, and with it 
the expectoration. I first saw my patient oh 
the 15th of March, and by the 80th I disconti- 
nued my visits. She is now in her former usual 
state of health, and acknowledges the great be* 
nefit she has derived from the medicine in 
question, 

* I beg to saggest this among many other distinctions betweea 
ftnre nraoos, and decidedly formed pas. 
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Ga8£ IX. Mademoiselle B , aged4!0 

jearsy of a pletboric constitution^ was suddenly 
attacked with acute pains at tbe pit of tbe 
stomach, accompanied by strong paroxys]as4>f 
cough. Ais the family, and indeed .the patient 
herself, had been subject to goni and rheoma* 
tism, I'preioribed sia^]^ismi|, wi^^warm \>$Mm 
to the feet, which preyed 4if 9»o anraM, JNiiF* 
cotic, antispasmodic and other medicines mm 
jadministered with no better success. .She ^isas 
ordered to drink asses mik Ibr^ome time, *bat 
to BO purpose; find Mademoiselle JBL ■ ■iiow 
became alarmed, and thought herself threat- 
ened with consumption. Her personal appear- 
ance, .and, her ^embonpoint had suffered from the* 
symptoms. I desired her to take twelve drops 
pf tibe Prnssic Acid, procured at the manufac- 
iory -c^ M. Vauquelin^ in six table spoonsful of 
jm emulsion of gum arabic, when at Uie end cf 
some days, the cough diminished considerably. 
Elated at this partial success, the patient took 
three drops of the acid for a dose seven times 
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« day» and oontiiraed to do so for some .time ; 
atike>eiid of which, her cough bad wholly di»» 
appealed, and the :pain occoired rarely, and 
%en by no ^meaBS with 80 mxiuh intensity. 
(JRnom JEHr. Kerkarad9c'4 commumoaiion to 
Or.Ma^emOm. £dit.lSlB.J 

fiABZ X. PtcfeBHs Jbera ig;aTe the IRimm 
AoM to.aman.agad 34 yean, labousing mMler 
pnfaiKniaiy consuttptioQ, wbile in its ftrst and 
mflammatory stage, wifli conqllete sucoess.-— 
Sieee aoe Manzoni's words, page IS, of Ids 
Thesis :--^' Phtfaisieo hajusoemodi annorwn ^ri- 
ginta quatuor aqidom prossicam in emalsione 
andnca, Professor Biera ehfedit, et^io inflfliai* 
nalionem fiigavit, qvm identidem sdiquc^ 'in 
tabereolnm prodire conabatnr, prfetet^^qnp 
flfflrnninoso illi longins Titam largivit; aAam 0pa- 
tomin quantitas decrevit, eorumque puntlentiA 
in melius se commutavit; quae originem -ex. 
tnberouUs ducebat snppuratis, antequam aeger 
Qinicum Institatum subiret." 
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Case XI. and XII. The same antlunr re* 
ports the cases of two women who had been 
admitted into the Clinical Infirmary, with ali 
the symptoms of incipient polmonic consmnpi- 
tion, and who, by means of the Prossic Acid, 
left it quite welL— '' Nee dissimilis spntomm 
imminatio, atqae in melini oonversio in doaboi 
foeminis, catarrho chronico ad phtfaisim pro- 
pendenti affeotia, contigit, Utriasqne, prinliimp 
sputa pnriforma et oopiosa erant ; ast addo pnu^ 
sico administrate, simplicem ac pauoonii pros 
seferebant mucum, ita at ill® integra fere va- 
letudine ex Institute Clinico discesserint." 

In the pamphlet which Dr. Magendie pab« 
lished last year, subsequently to my own, I find 
the following brief account of his practice with 
regard to the use of Prussic Acid in pul- 
monary consumption '* au premier degrb.^' 
These are his words — 

'* Mes tentatives, n'ont pas 6te egalement 
heureuses; dans plusieurs cas j'ai eu la dou* 
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leiar'de voir de phtisies continaer lear marcbe 
malgr^ tons les secours de Fart, parmis lesqueli 
jene man^ilats pas de faire entrer le medicament 
sur leqael je foadois tout raon espoir." 
; *• Mai3 c'est avec one satisfaction facile k 
oimipreodrey qae j'ai va campktement cesser les 
^mptomes de la phiisie dans trois circoustances 
differ«ites» cbez trois enfans de quAtre k six ans, 
onedemoiselle de qainze ans, one autre de vingt 
anSy. on jenne homme de vingt cinqae ans, et 
on vieillard de soixante-six ans/' 



C.2. Confirmed. — ^When this species of con- 
GOBsmnption, however, has made the progress, 
which new and more distressing symptoms, 
too plainly indicate ; and when the suppurative 
stage of the tubercles has fairly began, the 
hopes of recovery, from the effects of the Prussic 
Acid, become every day more faint, until at 
last, nothing but palliative effects, and those of. 
short duration only, can be expected. Still 
there can be no doubt, that even at a tery 
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BdMtaiced: period of tbis^ complahity alleviiitioii 
of sjrmptomsy in^rovementy and even recovery' 
can, in some few instances, be looked for; sinee' 
cases have oconrred where the life of a palieitti' 

under die most anfavorable drcuniBtaneesv Ubm 
beenriredeetaed- by the action of the medieifie inP 
question, and in some other ca8es> by otker^ 
medioines aho, as Dr« Laennec has -proved -in' 
bis recent and' excellent work oupectond^dii^- 
eases* T9ae symptoms by wbicb the advaneei)' 
state of strumous oonsttmption may be dfstiily- 
guished, are nearly similar to those which 
characterize the same stage in every other 
species, of the disease. I cannot diD better 
than describe them in the words of Br, Yon«[g>i;j 
^^ As the disease advances, the emaciatiai^' 
and: the oth^- symptoms of a. weH formedr 
hectic fever continnc' to increase^ the ceogk 
becomes more and. more observable^ beingt.atl 
firstidry^ but afterwards accompanied. by anj>exr 
pectoration: of mucus, which by degrees acquireit 
more and. more the character of pas,^ tiftaugkit 
ipAevcr eomplelely^pnndettift; orwtttiamtaGQnK 
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sidersdile mixtiir& of mncos ; and the breathing, 
as Biamet has observed, is freqaently acconr- 
ponied by a sonndlike the ticking of a watch. 
Hie teeA often become more transparent thair 
nsaal, and die sclerotica of the eye of a pearly 
whiteness.*^ To these I nrast add, as the resnit 
of my own observation in a nmnber of cases; 
that when the cough becomes troublesome fronr 
the advanced state of the complaint, it is not 
unfirequently followed by vomiting of the food, 
a symptom which easily distinguishes the phthi- 
sical from the catarrhal cough. If a loathing 
of the ordinary food, and a longing for a variety 
of substances, supervene about this time, an- 
nouncing tiie vitiated state of the digestion, 
then the body wastes still more rapidly, andthe 
patiient is shortly reduced to a mere skeleton. — 
The morning sweats are- incessant— the pulse is 
wiry, smart, and above one hundred and thirty. 
^' As the disease h^tens to its fatal termi- 
nation, says Burserius, sores break out in the 
mouth, palate, and fauces, occasioning pain and 
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heat when the patient attanpts to swallow-^' 
the voice becomes hoarse, nay is sometimes en- 
tirely lost, a foetid smell proceeds, not only 
from the mouth, bat from the whole body— -th^ 
hair falls off— the eyes become hollow — the nos- 
trils thin — ^the feet and hands swell-^the b<mes 
are covered almost only with the skin — ^the ex- 
pectoration stops, and in females there is, almost 
universally, amenprrhoea. The discourse be- 
comes incoherent — the cough ceases, but the 
greatest difficulty of breathing and anxiety are 
present — the pulse is languid and weak, inter-* 
mits, and at length ceases — ^until death, while 
the patient still entertains some hopes — ^for in 
no disease are the patients more buoyed up with 
false hopes—- gradually comes on, and puts a 
period to his sufferings." — It is singular, that in 
fatal consumption arising from scrofulous causes, 
this buoyancy of hopes, this conviction of a 
better prospect, haunts the imagination of the 
patient almost invariably ; whereas the reverse 
occurs where phthisis follows either pnenmoniai 
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or acoUentel inflammation of the langt and 
plemra from a local injary. In tbis case, also, 
the feocdtieB remain entire to the last — tiie 
sMises are aonte, and the patient is perfectly 
tHre le the fhmger and distress of his situation. 
Here, likewise, as Br. Yonng has stated it, 
^tte <Ao8iag scene is often painful, bat it some* 
tknea eonsistb in the gradual and almost imper- 
eq^ble approach of a sleep, which is the 
ast«al o<Hnaieiicement of death." 

I ihdil now proceed to give, iodiseriminately, 
oases of conirmed consnmpticm from the causes 
gMioiraUy alkided to in this section, which have 
tmninaited either snccessfiilly or nnsaccessfally, 
or in which ike symptoms have been for a time 
t, mider the nse of this medicine. 



CaSII XIlI. A lady from Lyons, now residing 
in Paris, of a bonstitadon eminently bilions, 
aflfer haTing' experienced several misfortanes, 
^««i,iar]jS0B4,IMtaoked by all the dymptoms ^ich 

I 
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characterize phthisis in its first stage* Circam- 
stances not allowing her to attend to her health, 
she neglected it, until the month of Janaary, 
1815, when the disease having made gr^at .pro- 
gress, she consulted Dr. Magendie. He fomid 
her labouring under all the symptoms of the 
second stage of tabercolous co>>.«mptioD, ynik 
a cough returning incessantly, and a 8low;CODf 
tinned fever preying upon her and nnd^r- 
mining her es^istence. The Prussio Acid 
was recommended, and taken in the dose of 
from six to ten drops in 24 ^ours, dilated. 
The medicine was continued for abont two 
months. From the first day the cough . dimi- 
nished, the patient slept, and without increas- 
ing the dose beyond ten drops in the 24. hours, 
all the symptoms of the disease disappeared, 
the breathing became natural — ^the cough, ex- 
pectoration, and sweats ceased. . In short, the 
lady was perfectly cured, and has never since 
experienced any symptoms which indicate the 
least disposition to a relapse. Her lungs, onJIy, 
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baye become very sensible to the influence of 
atmospheric variation. 

' The aboye case was drawn up and published 
by Dr. Magendie in 1817— -and in his pamphlet 
of I8i9, alluding to the same case, as well as to 

that of Miss D , already quoted, he obsenres : 

" Je dirai pourtant que les deux dames, sujets 
.des obseryations rs^port6es dans mon memoire, 
et doDt laguerison date de quatre ans, continuent 
de presenter une sant6 parfaite«" 

Case XIV. Mr. P— — , residing in Bridge 

Street, Blackfriars^ called upon me, about two 

years ago, in consequence of having read the 

paper on Prussic Acid, published in the Journal 

of die Institution. He expressed a wish that 

I would see his younger brother, who was lying 

^ home, weak, emaciated, almost incapable of 

moving, and suffering from some disease in the 

chest, in the treatment of which, every remedy 

employed had proved unsucoessful. On visiting 

i2 
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him the next day, I foand he had passed a very 

restless night, with an incessant eo«igh> and eo^ 

pious expectoration. A distressing sensation 

of heat had been present during the fitst part 

of the night; until, exhausted by the continued 

cough, he had sunk towards mcHming inlioa kind 

'of doze, which, far from refreshing Inm, added 

to the oppression of his chest and head, and 

increased his exireme debility; being riways 

accompanied by a profuse and chilly perspiratioB. 

He had continued in this state for nearly nine 

months. The effects of these symptoms were evi* 

dent on his countenance, and his whole system 

presented oharaCteristics of the greatest distress^ 

1 recommended the Prussic Acid ; in doses of 

six drops every four and twenty h^urs, to Ih3 

increased a drop every two days. Hie suocess 

dt this treatment became visible on the seoend 

tii^ht difter he began to use the aeid. H<e«l6pt 

iieveral hours, coughed but seldom, and the 

sweating ceased. The beneficial edbete of this 

. . . • 
change w^re soon perceiYea iM too oorte&pmh 



COMFIRMBD CONSUMPTION. 173 

£Ag amelioratioB of every other symptom — in 
tbe retam of strong, and a desire for food, 
kistead of a constant nansea, with occasional 
Tonitiiigy from which he had been suffering be* 
fore. He went on taking the acid for several 
(iays, with the same success; and when at last 
he disconttnoed it, his disease, though not cored, 
was so far psdliated, as to render life tolerably 
eomfbrtable. In this case the expectoration 
was decidedly pnralent. 

Case XY. A gentleman from Staffordshire, 
requested my advice on the subject of his daugh- 
ter's complaint, which the medical attendants 
bad declared to be phthisis pulmonalis. A 
description of all her symptoms was forwarded 
at the same time,- in confirmation of that opi« 
nion. Nothing could be more discouraging; 
yet, as her night sufferings were described as 
most distressing, I thought that the acid might, 
at least, give somo relief, ease the pain and 
cougb, and promote sleep. She was, therefore, 
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directed to take eight drops of the Prussie 
Acid in four and twenty hours, diluted as usual. 
At first it seemed to disagree with the stomach; 
but on combining a small quantity of bark and 
mucilage of Acacia with it, she was enabled to 
continue its use for eight days^ al flie end of 
which her cough and pain in the chest had va- 
nished, and sound refreshing sleep returned. 
The very great prostration of strength present 
in this case, before the acid was employed, was 

4 

the cause of its producing, after the second day, 
such a depression and lowness as threw her 
£EtmiIy into some alarm. This, however, was 
only temporary; and from the moment she be- 
gan to recover from that staiie of languor, the 
improvement in every symptom of her disorder 
became daily more evident. She had been 
threatened with imminent dissolution but a few 
weeks before she took the Acid; and she is 
now, by my advice, on her way to Malaga, in 
much better health. Her disorder is not cured, 
but subdued. Where there is disorganiza- 
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tion of fhe lungs no core can be expected ; but 
life may be prolonged^ and rendered compara- 
tively comfortable. 

. In again bringing this case before the pub- 
lic, ^ I feel great pleasure in being able to 
add that, fhe subject of it has recently returned 
to England, to all appearances in excellent 
health. She still suffers, occasionally, from a 
pain in the right side of the chest, when in the 
recumbent posture; but every other symptom 
has .vanished, through the beneficial influence 
of. the climate of Malaga, and, probably, the 
occasional cqntinuation of the Prussic Acid. I 
cannot, in this place, omit to state that, from a 
residence of several months on the coast of 
Spain, previously to the late wars and comr 
motions which have desolated that country, 
I can confidently recommend the town and 
oeighbourhood of Malaga, with the adjacent 
romantic retreats of Grenada and of the AIpu« 
jar^, during summer, as the most desirable 
places of residence in the Mediterranean, for 
consumptive patients. 
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Alleviati(m of iymptoms, however, is often 
•the only gratification which the person vho 
prescribes the Prussic Acid in cases of deoided 
-Asorganisation of the lungs, is likely to olitain. 
But even thb is wortib the attainment 



Casb. XVI. To a lady aged flO,. who hai, finr 
some weeks previoti^ly to my seemg her, bean 
gradually waisting with hectic ferer, inceseaeit 
joanghy and occasional haemoptysis, I gave the 
Pmssic Acid, beginning with eight dxopa as 
the total quantity for the twenty-four kouta, 
and increasing the dose, usually, at the rate 
of one drop per diem, up to twenty«<four drops. 
The following was the exact form of the mix* 
ture. 

Ik Acid. Frussici rain. viij. 
Miit« amygdal. f § iv. 
Decoct. Cortic. ciochooae cordlfol. 
Aquae menlhae Tirid. aa f^ ij. 
^yr. tolutani f5 ij. F Mirtura, cujus capiat par- 
tem quartam 6^ quaque hora. 
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At fini the eflTectg seemed Tery promising. 
Tbere was a ^>eedj and general improve- 
mait The appetite, which had been lost, 
returned ; the coagb subsided ; there was some 
abatement of Ate expectoration, which was 
manifestly puriform ; the hectic fever and a€« 
tendant perspiration abated ; the sleep im« 
proved ; the spirits of the patient were elated, 
and she became sangume in her hope of re« 
covery. I <Ud not, however, allow myself to 
indulge in such flattering feelings; there wa» 
too much evidence of advanced diseased or- 
gamaalioa of the lungs to warrant any est' 
peotation of cure; and this was proved by 
the faitsd termination of this case in about two 
m<mfts« After a month, the Prussic Acid be- 
gan to disagree ; sometimes vomiting, at ether 
times diarrhoea, occurring ; the former eSecf 
being, apparently, produced by the mecKcine; 
and the latter evidently increased on the differ- 
ent^ oecasfMis of renewing the acid. 
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Ca8B. XVII. I next administered the aeid te 
a gentleman aged 45, who had for many moBthi 
been languishing with symptoms of phthisis* 
1 never witnessed a more harrassing coagh» 
At first he was charmed Yfiiik the effects of 
the medicine; but 1 did not see any real im- 
provement. When the dose ibr the twentyr 
f^or hours was raised to sixteen drops,. hi» 
atomajch would no longer retain the medicine ; 
avid it was. to no purpose that I attempted,: 
once more, to repeat the use of the acid in ai^ 
still more simple vehicle. With this patient I 
also made trial of the tar vapour, as recom7 
mended by Sir A. Crichton. I could not,, how- 
ever, perceive any good effects from its use ; 
and this unfortunate gentleman, as a last re«> 
source^ adopted the expedient I suggested ofi 
a change of climate, and went to Nice, whenceti 
I have since received no tidings of him. 

I am indeibted for the last two cai^es to Dr- 
Scudamore^ who will, I am sure, permit me to . 
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obserTe fliat no sufficient reason is given by him 
for attribating the sickness, which is said to 
have occurred in both the subjects, to the 
action of the Pmssic Acid, after this medicine 
had been used for some time. I do not deny that 
sickness at the stomach has b^n occasionally, 
and I believe justly, ascribed to the early use 
of the Prussic Acid ; but in Cases of confirmed^ 
tabercolar consumption, vomiting and diarrhoea 
are neceisary symptoms of the disease, and 
will both CKKsur, even where no medicine what- 
ever isi gpiven. Hie gentleman, whom I men- 
tioned in my XIV. caae, could scarcely speak 
to me. for more than ten minutes, without bring- 
ijig on vomiting. When the Pmssic Acid 
producea nausea or even vomiting (and it is the 
same with regard to dizziness, which it wilt 
iadaee'in some few individuals) those symptoms 
take place on the first or second day after the ex- 
hibition of the medicine, unless, indeed, the dose 
be greatly augmented ; and in such cases f strong- 
Ijf recommend that it should be abandoned im* 
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mediatoly, for there is, m ohaaee of its ever 
Agaia agrew^ with the patient. Of abeot 
thi^e or four hundred coses of the exUbilien of 
this medicine, to which my personal experience 
extends, five or six have occurred, in which 
the acid, evidently from m partioabur idiosyn'- 
Cirasy, produced sickness at the stomach om 
the first day it was taken ; and in no other was 
any nausea excited, when it had, to all appea&< 
apoe, agreed with the stomach for the fiest 
w-eek. This peculiar efiect of the Prussie 
Acid on the stomach of some few individuab, 
on its first exhibiiion, is wholly independent of 
tUe quantity taken. Tlie fox- glove which has^ 
likewise, been so much commended in the 
treatment of pulmonary complaints, produces 
sickness in the proportion of ten to one wlMft 
compared to the Prussie Acid. Indeed I have 
seldom heard of or seen cases in which tho' 
fox-glove had not produced either nausea or 
actual sickness. 
As to the effects wluch the acid prodoces ea 
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tbe boifeb, my sabsequeDt experieBce has 
esaUed mm t» say, that in some cweB, it is 
gently aperient dnring the first few 4ays of its 
exhibition; and that it never constipntes, or cdfis 
foi the combined action of any strong pnrgattre 
after long' use; bat that on the oontrary, the 
mildast aperient medicine given in conjanction 
iritb the acid, will be suflBcient on such occa- 
sions^'to promotsr the necessary evacuations. 

The palliative, and so far desirable, effects 
which the Prassic Acid prodnces in the worst 
and most desperate cases of disorganization of 
thailangs, ans^even more strongly illnstratedfby 
tha fbHowing oases. That Ae fatal terminatron 
of liie disease was actnalty suspended, for some 
t&a^^ in both- of them, ttei e will appear no^^ rea^- 
MO- for donbting to ttiose who wiM give them 
aliaitive consideration ; and if the acknowfedg- 
menta of a self-deceived suffbrer and of his* 
tnamiB, can be bronght forward in support of 
this assertion, even that evidence will not be 
%Mi# wanting in the following cases; 
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Casb XVITl. . The little good effente which 
tlie Prnsftio Awl seemed to produce on the ccwii* 
plaint of the gentleman mentioned in Case VL 
did not prevent him from recommending bis brov-. 
tber to my attention. I found the latter in ^a 
much more alarming state; for, in addition to 
the . more advanced stage of the disease,, be 
was labouring under the ill effects of a fistula • 
in ano^ which^ as his brother expressed it, had ' 
been injudiciously performed upon two years - 
before* It would be only a waste of time to^ 
attempt to describe the symptoms exhibited 
in this instance. They were of the worst kind^ 
nor were they likely to be improved by the closest 
attendance to sedentary occupations in a Public ^ 
Office. The disease, in every other respect,, 
seemed to have originated in the same man^ 
ner as that of his elder brother, and to arise 
from a similar predisposition. The habit of 
body, also, was much the same in both caseS» 
but the wasting of flesh more considerable 
in the present instance. On his addrei^ing - ' 
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te me, his brother stated, tiiat he had 
found him much worse than he bad expected. 
The arid iras administered precisdy in the 
same quantity as in the case of his brother, 
and far from producing any symptoms of de* 
pression, it seemed to add fresh vigour and 
spirits to the, till then, languid and afflicted pa- 
tient. The cough was the first symptom to yield, 
then the proftise perspiration ; and the pulse, 
before frequent and small, became strong and 
more natural. His appetite improved— *the ex* 
pectoration diminished— the pain in the chest 
was on}y fdt on strong pressure being made— 
and the head^ach was entirely removed. An-- 
xions that he should pr<^t by thi& first ame- 
lioration, which all the other medicines he had 
taken had not before produced, I recommended 
a total abstinence from business and mental 
exertion, and the country air. My advice was* 
fcdlewed, and after having lived for a few weeks 
IB. the neighbourhood of his brother, I had 
the: .satisfaction to be informed by a letter fr6n» 
the latter^ '' that bis brother,, he was happy 
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to Bay^ cofittiniied mueh betteF, and had not 
takttt any weidicine. for some tine." Scwie 
months aftenrards, however, be fell a victtim to 
bis Gomplamt. 

: Case XIX. la the month of Aprit 181&, 
Sir H. Peyton addressed t^ me a letter recom- 
ijnendisg one of his Goachmen, who fc^ stone 
time had been labouring under decided symp- 
loms of pulmonic disease. On my first seeing 
him> I found him harrassed with a conikiBned 
cough, which invariaUy increased on Hue ap> 
protiefar of, and lasted during the whole^ nigkt^ 
accompanied by abundant expectoration, and 
followed by profuse colliquative sweats in the 
morning. He had insensibly wasted, and pre^ 
sented indications of great internal suffermg. 
The oppression at the chest was considerably 
and augmented on every effort to make a deeper 
inspiration than usual. The face was shnuikr 
and much emaciated. The eyes of a i^iviMt 
bidghtness. A small circular spot of onmsmB 
appeared at iimw m-tbe centra' of eaakdUedc; 
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when his pnbe, always above one hnndred, ao- 
quired increased vdocify. Much of the expeoto- 
ratioaa was decidedly pus. Hie patient enjoyed 
hifh spirits^ and» but for the kind interference 
nf Ins excellent master^ would have mounted 
the boK as oftm as Us fellow servant, and per- 
ftnned every other laborious office of bis station.. 
When iiidulged in his wishes, he paid severely 
im bis temerity, and often sunk down quite 
Axfamosted from exertion. To account for this 
ffetteral and incessant mofatM— for this debility 
and almost entire wMit of powor—fbr the en- 
creasinf^ emaciation, the patient, who never ad- 
HUtted the possibility of consumption^ declared, 
Ibat lus physici«3S (for he hsid consulted others 
before) knew nothing of his complaint. Being 
anxious to ascertain, as far as lay in my power, 
the extent of his malady, I watohed him, and 
examined his expectoration for a few days pre- 
vious to my prescribing any medicine. On oaie 
OQcasion, I observed streaks of blood in the 
matter brought up after a short easy fit of 
ooughing* No donbts remaining of the paticMt 
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being in the advanced stage of tubercular coir- 
sumption^ I prescribed the Prussic Acid^ with the 
view of alleviating some of the symptoms of the 
disease, and of prolonging, if possible, the p^ 
riod of his existence. I wrote to his master^ 
at the same time, that I considered his s^vtUQit 
to be in a state of much danger, and that littlf 
was to be expected from the Prussic Acid,, 
where the disease of the lungs was so far adr 
vanced. As if to mock the physician, howeveiv 
the complaint, under the use of the PmssiiD 
Acid, taken daily and for a month, so far im- 
proved, that, on the apprpach of summer, the. 
patient considered himself as well, and resumed 
his ordinary occupations. In the house, he was 
supposed to have quite recovered, and it was 
believed that his life had been saved by the 
timely use of the new medicine. An oppor- 
tunity having occurred about this time for my 
seeing him, in consequence of my being called 
to one of his fellow servants, I confess I was 
struck with his. great improvement, and the 
apparent good state of health he seemed to 
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enjoy. Even the pulse bad come down to its 
natoral standard. My prognostic, of course, 
became a subject of merriment, and I rejoiced 
at it. Some time after this, on the approach 
of winter, his master, who had been absent 
firom home with him, was returning thither in 
his carriiige, when the latter, without any appa- 
rent cause, or exertion, not even that of driv- 
ing, was on a sudden taken ill with pain in the 
chest, quick prostration of strength, and spit- 
ting of blood. He was that day left in the 
care of the master of the inn, and of the medical 
man of the place, who bled him ; and on the fol- 
lowing morning he expired ! 

The following case of confirmed consump- 
tion, in which the Acid was employed with a 
veary different and better result, will be read 
with great satisfaction. 

- Casb XX. Mrs. R. aged 37, the moth^ of 
several children, of a phlethorio diathesis (whos6 
mother died of tubercular phthisis in her 88tk 
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year, and hear oaly bf oth^ ia the meriditui of 
life) was attacked with pneamotoic iflAamtnatioii 
during her eonvateseenoe from a {Hreniaftnffo 
aocouohment: . Tbe symptonw were seTiere and 
IMurtioiiIarly aflTeoted the trachea tod stipwite 
pirt of the tkorax. The nsoal mema war# 
adopted witb anccess^ and althongli alinoit aV 
tbe appearances of ttie complaint di^appuBailed; 
itffl a trifling eongk remained^ and she oqaai 
sionally complained of a dnll pai^ in Hbft tigttl 
mAe, and of a troaUesonie etastriction ef tlu^ 
inperior part of the tracheiai, a&eting her, par- 
ticnlarly upon awaking in the immingy av a» 
passing into a denser atmosphere. 

The continuance of these symptoms, with an 
increase of pain and coughs connected wdtLan 
acknowledged b^editary and ooitistitational 
predisposition to phthisis, naturally excited the 
most serious apprehensions, and an antiphlogi»* 
tic regimen, and the most approved therapy- 
tical means were adopted and rigidly followed 
fermany weeks, without any obvious benefit; oa 
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the contrary, during the last fortnight the synp^ 
toms had evidently become worte; for there was 
now a constant pain in the chest ; with increased 
arterial action, and great difficulty of breathing, 
upon any slight exertion. The spasmodic af- 
fection of the Israchea was more acute, and 
sometimes attended by a sense of suffocation ; 
the congh was more frequent ; and expectoration, 
whidh had hifiierto been scanty and frothy, had 
now become more copious and puriform. 

Facid flushes, with previous rigors, and a 
tnutiing sensation in the hands, frequently oc- 
tuned, particnhoiy after eating ; and evening 
«xacerbftttons were but too obvious — the febrile 
syi&ptoms increasiilg till after midnight and 
terminating in^ profuse colliquatrve sweats; Tlie 
lK)we1s, w)hich from the first had been costive, 
kow shewed great tendency to diarrhoea. The 
^pid progress of these symptoms, and the inef- 
Bcacy of the means adopted, even to check 
ikem, induced me to solicit from Dr. GranviHe 
a'supply of the Hydrocyanic Acid, which v^nas 
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immediately administered, in the following form, 
with the happiest effect : 

Be Mist. Amygd. f S yj. 

Acidi Hydrocyanic! min zij. 

Syrupi Tolutani f 5 iij. 
F. Miitura cujus capiat partem quartam lexti 

qaaque herd. 

In a few days there was evidently an ameli- 
oration of the symptoms, those which appeared 
first to yield to the salutary inflnence of the 
Acid were the febrile flushings, spasmodic con- 
atriction of the trachea, and cough. By degrees 
the exacerbations became less apparent; hectic 
flushes very seldom occurring. Expectoration 
became freer, decreased in quantity, and soon 
entirely disappeared. In short, the progress 
towards convalescence was more rapid than 
the most sanguine person could anticipatei 
and at the end of three weeks, from the first 
administration of the Acid, it was fully esta- 
blished. The Acid was increased two drops 
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every daj till twenty-eight were taken daily. 
The patient was alipost constantly under my 
^y^f yet I could not perceive any alteration in 
llie pulse upon the Acid being taken ; although 
I gave the medicine myself, with the most scru- 
pulous punctuality, and watched its effects with 
anxious solicitude. Increased arterial action, 
during the first week's use of the Acid^ ire- 
iquently occurred; but this, I conceive, may have 
been the effect of the disease rather than of 
th6 medicine, with which it certainly appeared 
to be totally unconnected. The patient some- 
times complained of faintness while taking the 
Acid, but 1 doubt if this symptom was the con- 
sequence of its administration, as similar i^n- 
sations were frequently complained of previous 
to its use. The Acid was continued for a 
foctnight longer, in smaller doses and at longer 
intervals, in a filtered infusion of cascarilla, at 
which period not a vestige of this alarming 
ifisease remained; and it is with the greatest 
itttisfaction I can say, that this patient has 
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neret experienced the sligfatest relnfyi'of her 
pxiknonie cojmplaiiit^ although Ae has again 
aborted at the same period of gestation^ aad 
hai sufiter^d aoTerely from thai iiiiha|i{rf car- 
ciuiistaiice. 

This casoi willi some otheri which wUl bo 
found in the course of this worfei I received 
from Mr. Rndland, a medieai praetitiloiier 
at Dartmouth : and I take this opportunity' of 
publicly thanking him for his polite attention in 
communicating to me the result of bis expe* 
rience, in regard to the medicine under eonsido^ 
ration. The anxiety which I must naturally 
feel respecting the proper application of tke 
Prussic Acid, had induced me to apply to a 
great number of medical men, who, I kttew» 
were engaged in giving that medidne a triaL 
My request to them was, that tiie whole and 
undisguised truth might be told of itn success 
or failure in their practioe^ imd I am hufffff t» 
say, for the honour of the pi^essiM, thatiths 
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call kad been pretty generally attended to. In 
tronbting tiiem with my ^application, I could 
only have the good of the public in view; and 
to sufBsrthat application to go altogether unno- 
ticed, would have proved a total disregard of 
a just feeling, more than any indifference. 
wUdi it might have been the wish of certain 
practitioners to shew towards the individual 
who expressed it How indeed can it be ex- 
pected that we should come to a right conclu- 
sion on the sulject of any medicine, if the 
^oint testimony be wanting of those among the 
profession, who are most familiar with its use? 
And how, is that spirit to be styled, which can 
induce persons skilled in such a practice, to 
withhold the benefit of tiieir testimony from the 
foUic? So many anomalies pres^it themselves 
ia the properties of almost eva*y important 
^de of the materia medica, tliat nothing but 
aoollection of facts respecting its action ou 
^Bfiiarent. constitutions, can enable us to font 
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a correct jod^ent of the extant of eoftfr- 
dence we ought to place in it. Exampley tt 
SDch anomalies are not wanting, even inr tlt^ 
case of the Prussic Acid. While ntdtteroillk 
practitioners join in acknowledging its benie^ 
ficial influence, when properly employed— a 
physician of great eminence, who has never 
tried it, denies that it can have, prima facte, 
any such eflect! Another uses it in one instance 
only, and from such an experience concludes 
that it is a mischievous preparation. Two 
medical practitioners of great respectability in- 
formed me, not longer since than last month, 
that on pushing the acid to six drops for a 
dose, sickness and other symptoms of uneasiness 
were invariably produced, and this in two distinct 
cases, in which I was afterwards consulted-^ 
while a few 4ays afterwar4]s another physician, 
whose eminent literary character is univer- 
«ally acknowledged, assured me that the acid 
was administered to a patient under his direc- 
tion^ up to nine dropa for a dose, every three 
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boors, with no more effect than if as much 
jplnia water had been exhibited ! What are we 
j^ think of this jarring evidence? Nothing, 
jipt.tbat the OTidence itself ought to be still 
farther multiplied, and that until that be done, 
it wonld be as presumptuous for the author to 
assert that the Prussic Acid will never be found 
to fail in affording relief in the diseases for 
which he has proposed it; as it would be pre* 
posterous in others, with none but a scanty ex- 
pmence, to condemn it either as unless or 

* Thii U the letter wbich accompanied Mr. Rndland*! «a««t. 
— ^ Dear Sir, when I requested a snpply of the Hydro-cyaaia 
Aeidf J proi&ited to give joa a candid relation of ita effects ia 
my practice, whatever might be the result ; and it is with a li?ely 
Mdafhction, I send yon the foUowbg cases, in which, (as weQ m 
ii-MMiy otheri, equally, if not more interesting) I haye giyeii tht 
iflid with the most nneqaiTocal saccesH. The accompanying 
esses are merely copied from my nptes, not teUcted; but the fkn% 
ik vhteh I gave the Hydro-cyanio Add ; and in relating them, J 
Inre purposely ayoidfd aU theoretical obsenrations, and adhered 
doaely to facts* 

* " If yon tiiink Ihem it^orfhy of pablication, either In your aecond 
editiMii or ia any medical periodical work, th^y ar^ at your ser* 

K 2 
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Case XX. In the beginning o^ the year 
1819, !M!r. *— -9 a merchant residing in Ru^de 
Seine, at Paris^ saw one of his ehildren^ eight 
years of age^ die of phthisis, who, from its 

« 

Vice, proTided yoa wilt give them that Uterary poKt^ whkSi I 
ISkI they reqaire, befiire yoa allow them to meet the eyd of the 
public. I bare given the Hydro-cyanic Acid in several case* of 
spasmodic coagh in old people, in pnenmonio inflammation in 
ehfldren, and in two eases of severe cynanche tnehealist with te 
happiest results. In one of the latter, its use was preceded by 
emetics, topical and general bleedings, blisters, &c. but still the 
symptoms continued to an alarming degree, and the spasm of 
the muscles of the glottis so severe, as to threaten snffooatkm. 
The beneficial influence of the acid was soon apparent, and the 
young patient rapidly recovered. One of the cases of cynanche 
trachealis, in which I gave the Hydro-cyanic Acid, was psrtiea- 
larly striking, as well from the severity of its syibptoms, as from 
fUbe coincidence of other circumstances. Four children in <i 
neighbouring village were attacked, nearly at the same time, 
with severe symptoms of croup, three of whom fell victims to the 
disease; although in two of the cases, the most active andjudi- 
inoufl treatment, agreeably to the general mode of combating tins 
distose, was adopted by a practitioner [of the highest re^peota- 
Wlity and extensive experience. 

Believe me, dear Sir, 

Yotir sincere Friend, 

W. H. Rudland/ 

Darifnouih, 
OeioUr 10, 1819. 
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htfin^y; had been troabled with a scrofulous 
OffeGtioii. lately, a sister of this child, re* 
lavrkaUe for the beauty and freshness of her 
oolottr, and possessing the appearance of the 
mo^t perfect health, lost, by degrees, her ap- 
petil^e. She became gloomy an.d peevish, and 
a smaUl coug^b came on, to which little attention 
was paid. It' was tiiought tiiat the country air 
WOidd be of service to her, and she was ac*^ 
ci^pdingly removed to a country situation. But, 
i^fti^ staying there for two months and a half, 
sb« icetumed from it, with a slow fever, attended 
witii copious sweats, looseness of bowels, and 
a' JSVall fatiguing cough, especially during the 
mght a^d in the morning, returning in fre- 
(fosiat attacks at other periods of the day, 
Hie emaciation of the little patient was con- 
siderable,: and formed a remarkable contract 
to.the. plumpness which she possessed a few 
months before; the parents, whose family had 
been cut off by pulmonary consumption, could 
iseadily recognize in their daughter,, the dis^e^e 
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by which their first child had been parried 
They therefore put her ttnder the eare of 
Dr. Magendie, who did nothing bat prescribe 
a half drachm of Scheele*s Pmssic Acid in fonr 
ounces of water, to be taken by tea spoowh 
fuls every hoar. He laid aside all the ganu^ 
narcotics, and the whole list of medicines nsnally 
resorted to in such cases. The dose was car^ 
ried to the extent of ten drops in a day, and iir 
two mouths she was restored to her healiii» 
There remained no symptom - of the disease, 
except diarrhaea, which continued for a long 
while, and was arrested at last with mudtk diffi- 
calty. She has, indeed, not as yet recovered 
her former fulness of body, and she still re-^ 
mains a good deal enfeebled ; but ev^y thing 
indicates the perfect restoration, in a short 
time, of her habitual health. (From Messrs* 
Duvignau and Parent's paper in the American 
Recorder, Vol, II. page 46.^ 

I havO; at this moment, four important dtees 
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ia hand of decided and confirmed consumption, 
from constitutional and even hereditary dispo- 
sition, in the treatment of which I am using the 
jPrassic Acid, alternately, with small bleedings, 
and the administration of calomel to clear the 
jBrst passages. The nature of the symptoms in 
aU of these cases> seemed to threaten quick dis- 
siolution, when I first saw them, about four and 
five months since— and the patients still live, nay, 
tipjpk themselves better! Considerable amend- 
ment has certainly taken place — this I cannot 
]leny; but I am too fearful of indulging in 
fOff hopes which, as far as experience has 
taught me, cannot be realized, I therefore rest 
Ifatisfied with the good that has been done 
hitherto, without expecting the acid to do 
jnore, 

. ^The testimony of many more highly respect* 
^le practitioners might be brought forward in 
support of all that has been asserted in th^ 
present section ; but I have already trespassed 
3Q much beyond the limits of a work of thi« 
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Batore, that I shall bnly yentnre to quote an 
extract of a letter from Dr. Webstar, of the SIst 
Regiment of Infantry, quartered at Aiiglitoii, 
which I received, through the kindness of Da 
Gordon of the Army Medical Board. 

** From the experience I have had of th6 
Hydro-cyanic Acid, I tiiink it likely to ftoft 
highly serriceable in affections of the chest. 
In one case of phthisis pulmonalis it had tli0 
effect not only of lessening the conghand ez^ 
peetoration, but also of removing the beetle 
symptoms which had supervened ; and althoogB 
the disease recurred some time after and proved 
fatal^ yet the decided benefit which was ex* 
perienced, impressed me with an idea, that in 
other cases it may produce permanently good 
effects. I am not so sanguine as to imagine, that 
where several tubercles have already formed in 
the lungs, and produced abscesses, the Hydro- 
cyanic Acid, or any other substance, will have 
the power of effecting a re-production of the 
parts ; but as dissection has shewn tnberclfs to 
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liave existed in a chronic state, wilhoat oc- 
casioning madi inconvenience, vre may pei^ 
haps hope to discover a remedy which shall 
have the > power of inducing this state— and 
causing smril taberoles to assmne a chronic 
fotm, eidier by checking their growth, or by 
lessening the disposition of the snrroundin^ 
pmhi to inflame and suppurate. From what I 
kave seen of the Prussic Acid, I certainly have 
iMson to hope that it possesses some power in 
efleeting one or other of those purposes.'' 

In subsequent parts of this work, the readers 
wtHftnd occasional communications, accompa^ 
fried with cases, from other respectable practi^ 
#oiMfs HI the country, on the subject of the 
P^ramsic Acid in diseases -of the chest Among 
Hkcm I may mention the names of Deputy 
inspector, of Hospitals Fraser, I>r. Abel, the 
author of a learned work on China, Mr. Pitt 
of Brighton, Mr. West of Greenwich, Mr. 
Barker of the Civil Hospital at 6i|?raltar, Mr. 
Saunders, and others* 
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C. 3. 8VB8SQVBNT TO CATARI^H, PNEUMONIA^ 
PLEVRISTy BRONCHITIS, AND HiBMOPTTSIS. 

Each of these complaints may, after tkeif 
acute stage^ terminate in sudi a morbid state of 
the lungs, as to re-produce all the symptons^ 
by which consumption has been oharacterisad,. 
On this subject there is, ][ believe, no diffinneaee 
of opinion among the profession* Dr. Hastings 
of Worcester, indeed, in his recent, and I nay 
freely say excellent work on Bronchitis^ asserts 
that ** chronic bronchitis resembles sometimes 
tubercular consumption;"^ but that it isi not- 
withstanding, a very distinct disease. Yet does 
every symptom enumerated by Dr. Hastings in 
his description of advanced chronic bronchitis^ 
apply equally to the advanced stage of tuber<* 
cttlar coQSumptiou of theluogslf Nayithever; 

* HastxDgi.oxi InJ^mmatioii of th« Macom Membraiiet of ihor 
Lungs, page 266. 

t Page.279--89« Op. cit. 
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appearances on dissection^ referred to by hini^ 
are in no way difiTerent from those we are ac- 
jeUBtomed to see in cases of pulmonary con- 
samption. These are Dr. Hastings' words,^- 
'* The diseased appearances (in chronic bron« 
^tis) are not always confined to the macon^ 
jaembrane; they are also sometimes extended 
to the. substance of the organ. The most com- 
mon deviation from the natural state, is a 
certain degree of thickening of the' substance 
9f the lungs, from> wbicb^.they become more 
solid;" and again,- '' Sometimes tubercles are 
fonfied in the structure of the lungs, when their 
ttuooos membrane is inflamed* These are ge- 
ji^rally found in an incipient state 'r but- in some 
instances tibey prooeed to suppuration. Nc^ 
Mid then it happens that the general substance 
ef the lungs becomes solid, and tubercles form 
at the same time; if this occur, the tuberclcj^ 
in general are not numerous." The fact is, 
that idiopathic inflammation of any part of 
ihe respiratory organs, and the cavity in which 
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lliey are contained, may, and will often lead td 
that morbid state which has been called cotn- 
snmption. When snch a stsite of things ob> 
tains, it may be interesting, though not impcm- 
tant, to ascertain from which of ibe above 
original complaints, consumption has arisen*; 
happily a sufficient number of diagnostic signs 
occur in each particular case, to distinguirii 
tliem from one another. In the first place, we 
have the previous history of the malady^ l^ 
which we are informed, whether mere Byn^ 
toms of catarrh, or those by which the other 
diseases enumerated at the head of this para- 
graph are distinguished, preceded the present 
distressing pectoral complaint of the patient* 
And next we endeavour to establish the re- 
quired distinction from the diagnostic of each 
of those complaints, with which the n>edioaI 
attendant is supposed to be acquainted. Thus 
when pleurisy has preceded, we shall most 
probably find a fixed pain in some part of the 
chest, almost superficial^ or traced by the pa^- 



G0K8UlfPTI<m. 205 

tient down to a very small depth from tke 
sinface; svteh pain being Aarp, lancinating^ 
-and ' increased or qoickened by inspiration. 
11i(»''dO'figll is dry, and awakens the pain-*>tiie 
eatpectoralion seldom or never streaked with 
blood* In pneumonia^ on the contrary, the 
pain is deep seated^ and obtnse — even when 
^ee^piratlon is altogether suspended for an in- 
stant, as an experiment, by the patient, the pain 
does not, as in^lenrisy, eease, but continoes 
miohecked and undiminished. There is alsb, 
a feeling of great oppression. The congfa is 
ins fatiguing, because always moist. StredLS 
of bkKod' i^pear in the expectorated mattet. 
Bronehitis, which cannot be mistaken for either 
of flie preceding complaints, but which, as I 
have already observed, does occasionally ter- 
mkiate in consumption, may, according to Dr» 
Hastings, be distinguished also from that 
species of consumption, which has its origin in 
1ubel^cnIal' formation. The pallidity of the conn- 
tenance^tiie absence of pain jn tiie chest, in 
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the majority of cases— the inferior degree of' 
dyspnoea— the greater volume of air taken tiilp 
.the lungs— the greater quantity of matter 'ex- 
pectorated, and this contitmed for a long period 
t6gether-*the deep and sonorous, instead-^ 
ihe tickling eough — ^the irr^^larity of the lieo^ 
tie paroxysms — the' partial perspirationa*— ^a 
lesser degree, in fine, of emaciation, are aooff 
of the symptoms which denote the disease to 
arise from advanced bronchitis, and not from 
tubercular accumulation. The hsemoptysiiial 
origin of consumption is too- well marked t^ 
seed any reference to it in this place ; Dr. Laev- 
nee, in a very ingenious manner, wishes to 
establish the superiority of a particular instni« 
ment which he has invented, and whieh he calls 
•the pectoriloqtie, as a diagnostic means M 
.all these diseases; and it will be a happy dis- 
covery if all he has= advanced on this subje^ 
should prove true. 

From which ever of these complaints the 
case of consumption to which we may be callei 
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jhatf aitten; if die disease be fully established^ 
we skaU find the prevaiiing symptoms to be 
.those whi^h we have enamerated in the iifSeff* 
umi KiUgea of that comptaint, intermingled with 
.those (^ the malady which has given rise to it, 
9^ which serve to denote its particalar origija. 
J shall therefore omit the repetition of them> 
proceed to give the foUowing few oases^ 



X Caau XXI. £li2. Chapman, aged 38 yeartf, 
^registered on the physician accouchenr's books 
At the Westminster Qeneral Dispensary, nnder 
Hie number 29058, applied to me on the 36(Ji 
jof March, 1819^ for a violent cough attended 
.wiilh dijQBcult expectoration,, whick she attri*- 
.baled to a slight cold she had caught in- the 
^Nreoeding autumn* She had never suffered any 
qftin, or oppression at the chest* The com- 
fimat, from the patient*s own account,, seemed 
to have begun with coryza, and other symptoms 
P9t catarrh* These were neglected, and no 
jnedioal assistance was sought for until fever 
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and emaciation^ combined with nmch jir^dvieiii 
snfiering, alarmed the patient. She hiad noir 
all the appearances of incipient consnmptkifc 
There were regular febrile exacerbatioiw in ^km 
evening — perspirations in the moming-HUNnifcf< 
-and difficnlt expectoration, pulse llOy skin tfvM 
«nd bnmingy facial flushings, geneiial watting 
of 4lie body. She belongs to a healthy ftmffifi 
h^r husband and children are healthy, and sh6 
has herself, till the period of the present oMi* 
plaint, enjoyed perfect health. I find from- tll<l 
tiotes taken by a pupil of mine, tha^ ^tii^ 
Prossic Acid, in the dose of six drops in '-inA 
onnces of an almond emulsion, was prescribed 
io be taken by table spoonfuls every two homv* 
The next visit took place a week after the ftrt^ 
and the cough had almost disappeared. In thiM 
weeks, the fever and other hectic symptolMl 
were no longer present, and she appears frMt 
the register to have been discharged cured/ 
a week afterwards having returned thanks, m" 
inquired by the regulations of the Dispensary* 
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Casb XXn. MiM W , i^d 17 years, 

cflsght cold lA July, 1819| became gradually 
tbimp lost hat colour and appetite, appeared 
defected, coogbed hicessaiitly, and, altogether, 
p pg gen ted a sig^l of alarm to her parental 
Variooa means were resorted to, in addition to 
a rawsval into tiie conntry, for the onre of this 
MtefK M^ it was called; bat the complaint 
letnnad to bid defiance to all medicine* Late 
i^Ttlie BKmth of Jnne last, she was brought to 
Me by her mother, ^liien I learned the above 
IMHtioned particulars, and found her evet 
worse titan described. Her first appearance 
pfodnced an unfavourable impression of li€^ 
ease on my mind — and I confess myself greatly 
^^ve of first impressions in medical consul 
taiions. She had sandy hair, and a scrofulous 
kiafc-; but I was assured that nothing in the 
wMe circle of her family indicated the pre* 
existence of any such disease, and that until 
the present catarrhal affection had occurred, 
die yonng lady hpd never sufiered from any 
complaint. 
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Miss W— — , told me she felt wretched, 
dejected in spirits, and sure of dying— rit c^m^ 
out that she had nursed and received the, last 
lureath of a dear friend, who had fallen a victiin 
to decided consumption; and at the recital. o( 
this sad story, she burst into tears. Her jfviat 
]b|^t 130, was small— minute-^deeply sealed* 
$he breathed with difficulty^ but suffered. Ada 
«.o.paiQ. Fever ,caaie on usually after diww^ 
apd kept increasing till bed time. She ^^B^ 
SQundly; but woke unrefreshed a|id .batb^d Jp 
perspiratiop. The sound of the cough ifm 
hoarse, and the paroxysms of it occurred t^ 
quently. I administered the Prussic Aoid^ 
in mucilage of acacia, every two hours, tjl^ 
good effect of which medicine became quicU|j 
visible in the diminution of the cough, ttyl 
alleviation of the febrile irritation, and in totA% 
checking the morning perspirations^ Althoi^ 
amenorrhaea existed, I did not prescribe for.it; 
as I considered it a symptom, which, in ctif^ 
of her improvement continuing and )i>oiDg 
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p^matatetit, will disappear with the remainiDg 
ajtnptoms of the didease. 

Thus far as to presumed consnmption after 
ciUarrh. Come we now to that which follows^. 
pneumonia 

Casb 'XXTTI. a young gentleman, aged 10^ 
of sEght make, and appearing delicate in con-> 
aJfitiMion^ was attacked with fever^ which at first 
took on a regular continued form, and after- 
wards assumed the remittent type in some de^ 
gree. This disease was very tedious, and the 
!pjrifipt6ms were remarkaUy variable. At firsts 
4i6 brain was apparently ^eatened with mis^ 
l^ef ; the expression of the countenance was 
iitiiimtiiral ; the head was painful, and very hot 
ib the touch, and there was occasional delirium* 
Vhe pake ranged from 100 to 126; there was 
gfeat prostration of strength; the tongue was 
d^ and crusted. The head was, after a week» 
eflfectually relieved by the treatment employed ;: 
and next, the respiration, which, hitherto had 
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been rafher oppressed, became very alaimiiigly 
quickened, and a congb^ wbich before was' only 
trivial, became constant and nrgent. The action 
of tbe pnlse increased; seven onnces of blood 
were taken from tbe arm, wbich was ratber 
capped, and just beginning to bave the bufiy 
ooat» This gave some relief. A blister was 
applied to the left sidOp which he soiMtnies 
described as being a little painful. In two days 
after, the inflanimatory action of the lungs was 
again increased, and the breathing was Veyy 
frequent; but the child was so pale and emf^ 
dated, the pulse so weak, and so much de- 
bility appeared, that cupping on the chest was 
preferred to general bleeding, and seven ounces 
were taken away with manifest advantage.- StiQ 
tbe amendment was only of short duration, and 
now a certain state of hectic arose, bat not 
in so regular a form as in a case before related. 
There was an occasional sense of coldness, fol- 
lowed by some heat of the skin, and slight 
flushings of the cheeks ; and twice in the twenty* 
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four hoiur^ the perspirations were excessively 
profuse. We eould not procure any expectora- 
tion for examination, so little was there of 
Mcretion. A second blister was applied, from 
which no evident benefit was obtained. At this 
juncture, whea the condition of the lungs threat- 
ened either to furnish symptoms which would 
require further depletory treatment, although 
that would be forbidden by the debility, which 
wais become highly alarming; or to exhaust the 
Uttle patient by irritative fever, and a rapid 
circulation, it was resolved to administer the 
Frussic Acid. It was begun in the total dose, 
for the twenty-four hours, of four drops, joined 
with the other ingredients, as formerly de- 
bribed. Auxiliary means of management were 
used, as spunging the body twice a day with 
tepid vinegar and water; the blistered surface 
^SLB dressed for a few days with savine cerate; 
asses' milk freely taken, and one custard in the 

m 

day, with a little bread, formed the diet. The 
temperature of the apartment was carefully re« 



I 

i 



214 THIRD CASE OF THE TIIlRD 

golated. The dose of tlie acid was graduaJiy 
increased to eiglit drops for the twenty-fonr 
hours, and it did not once oflend tlie stomach. 
On the third morning of its use, a sudden faiiit- 
Beas and frigbtjul debility, with a complete di- 
latation of the pupils of the eyes, took place, 
and made us pause as to the contiaaance of the 
medicine 1 but these symptoms disappearing 
after three or four hours, we resolved apon a 
re-employraentof oiirremedy, which already ap- 
peared to have acted very decidedly in abating 
the congh, in cansing comfortable sleep, in re- 
dncin^ (he pulse, and with these changes, the 
perspirations were materially lessened. The 
bowels required an occasional aperient. The 
urine, both in this, and, as I shoald have no- 
ticed, also in a former case, was distinguished 
by an extraordinary deposition of mucus. In 
tbe case to be hereafter mentioned, it occasion- 
ally assumed a. pnriform appearance, and was 
once rather bloody. In the youth, blood was 
passed once, and on several examinations, I 
found the urine slightly albuminous. 
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Wton tte medicine had been taken a ibrtr 
«iight» we again lessened the dose, and after m 
-few days more, entirely discontinued it ; then 
xaihg onlj a light Intter, with an occasional 
dose of bine pill, rhubarb and sulphate of pot- 
adi. At this time he is only convalescent, but 
yet yery.faTOttrably so, when reference is made 
to the urgency and tediousness of the acute form 
«f Hw disease. The lungs have been wholly 
free from inconvenience for the last fortnight.* 
}■•■ 

• 

' I have ventured to class this case, which was 
Ihltiishedto me by Dr. Scudamore, the attend-* 
ing physician, considering all the circumstances 
of ity under the present head, from a convic- 
tion that hectic fever succeeded the formation 
4[ perhaps scanty matter in the substance of 
41ie lungs, consequent on inflammation. Mr. 
Oarke, of Saville Row, attended with Dr. Scu« 
idamoire ; and he has acknowledged to me and 

* SiDoe writiog the above, I leani that the child if oompletelj 
US ^naaDeirtl/ recoyared. 
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Mveral friends, that when the Frosmo Acid 
was proposed, he willingly acceeded to its 
adoption, although without any personal ex- 
perience on the subject, from a conTictioii that 
4here remained no other resource for the young 
sufferer. He bears testimony to the excellent 
effects of the medicine in this instance. 

Case XXIV. I select, amongst scnreral 
others, the following case from the report of 
the practice at the Imperial Clinical Institute 
of Padua, for the year 1817-18, drawn up and 
published last year, by Dr. Dall' Oste: — "D 
quarto dur6 un po' di piii ; ma trattavasi, invece 
d'una peripneumonia accidentale, d'una di quelle 
inflammazioncelle polmonari che sogliono cos- 
tituire le vere tisi floride, o almeno ad esse di»- 
porre* 11 sogetto n'era una donna anche ame- 
nerroica; e di queste inflammazioncelle ne avea 
sofferto piii volte. Era questo adunque il casa 
per I'acido prussico ; ed infatti, dietro Tuso del 
medesimo, i processi inflammato^ vennero ad 
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epoche piil diatantiy e sempre piil miti ; gli tpati, 
ia prima di molto ftospetti, miglioraroiio aM«i ; 
e infine, dopo yenti giomi di trattamento manei 
ia febbretta Tespertinay e wm rimase ohe aa 
poGO di toMe, la quale infine cessft anch' esaa; 
aieoli6 dopo altri dieci giomi, rinferma ascl 
aache ddla oonvaleiceiiaa." 

Cases of advanced bronchitis simulating con^ 
BumptioD, and of bsBmoptysis followed by that 
disease, have also occurred in my practice, Jn all 
of which the Prussic Acid was employed with 
success; and I would beg leave to call the at* 
tuition of Dr. Hastings, to the power which I 
have fully shewn the acid to possess in subduing 
inflammatory diseases of membranes, as well as 
of parenchymatous substances. In the enumera- 
tion of the means to be used for combating bron- 
chitis. Dr. Hastings has made no allusion to that 
medicine. The case of phthisis trachealis related 
by Mr. Tliomson of Sloane Street, in the first 
edition of this work, will find here its appro- 
priate place. '^'^' 

h 
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Casb XXV.— MiBs Q , aged 40. of a 

dark but aatkgaiae complexion, a c}ieer£iil dii* 
position and irritable tew^rameiity was fit^t^fikr 
od» upwards of two ye^ra ago, witb Uiftt fieonr 
1^ affectioa of the liniDig membrane of ii» 
trachea, which, ia its last and ulcerative atagi^ 
has not inaptly been denosiinated Pktbiciis 
tracheaiis. She had been tvealed, during the 
early period of her disease, onstiiotly antipbk>- 
gistic prinipiples under my sopenntendanc^ 
with the occasional advice of Cbr. BaUUe; but 
ao little benefit had resulted, that she loat. aH 
confidence in medicine, and scarcely wy r^ 
medies had been employed for the last twolve^ 
month, except when the symptoms became un- 
usftaUy urgent. The diagnostic characters of 
the complaint were hard cough, the sensaitioa 
of dryness of the throat, an occa^onal dread 
of suffocation, and inflammation without swelr 
Uag of the fauces* These, symptoms, wfai^ 
were accompanied aJbso with fever and gpi^eat 
nervous irritability, never altogether subsidiBdy 
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mtthongli they abated at intervals^ which were 
' «f some considerable daration in summer. On 
sliglit exposmres to cold, they always returned 
wUi imnreasing violence; she was therefore 
confined ib the house daring the whole of the 
last and the present winter ; and, on my recom« 
■Mndflliaa, ja the attacks were gradually be- 
coming more frequent, as well as more severe, 
die was seriously contemplating the probability 
c»f going abroad, in order to try the effects of 
a ten^Kurary residence in a warm climate : this 
dtemative, however, she wished if possible to 
avoid. 

Having the opportunity of very frequently 
seeing Miss 6——^, and watching attentively 
die progress of her complaint, I was led to 
briieve that, although the symptoms depended 
in a great degree on the inflamed state of the 
tmcfaea, yet, Ibat much also was to be atlribu- 
tsd to the peculiarly irritable state of the n^« 
vous system. I was confirmed in this opinion 
by Ae sfarte of Ike pu3se» which was small, 

l2 
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qaicky and irregular, and varying according to 
the state of the mind. There was abo palpita- 
tion of the heart : and the little sleep she obtain- 
ed was disturbed and imperfect. Under these 
circumstances, I judged the case to be a proper 
one for the use of the Prossic Acid, and there- 
fore resolved to try it the first occasion that 
offered. 

On the 26th January, 1819, I visited Miss 

G , and found her labouring under one of 

her attacks. She attributed it to cold, but 
could form no idea, to use her own language^ 
of the way in which she had caught it, as she 
had not only not been out of doors, but had for 
many days refrained from going through the 
house further than was necessary to pass from 
her own room to the dining room, which was 
well warmed before mid-day, the time at which 
she then left her bed room. The cough was 
unusually hard, much resembling that of croup, 
and very frequent; the sensation of suffocation, 
and, as she expressed it, of something stick- 
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ing in the windpipe, was extremely distressing; 
tlie skin was not hot nor dry ; but tlie pulse was 
small, quick, and intermitting ; and the fauces, 
on looking into the mouth, were inflamed, and 
streaked with red lines, as if the larger vessels 
bad been strongly ii\jected: yet, neither the 
amygdalsB nor the uvula were swelled. On 
inquiry, I found she had that morning opened 
her bowels with a dose of castor oil. Such 
being the state of the case, I told her I wished 
ber to try the efiR^ct of a new medicine ; and 
having obtained her promise that the doses 
should be very regularly taken, the following 
mixture was prescribed : 

Be* Acidi Prussicit mio xij. 
Aquae Rosae, fivi, 
' Syrupi Fapaveris, f 5 iij« 

Fiat Mistura, cujus sumatur cochleare aniplum anum 
secDoda qu&qae hdrd. 

On repeating my visit next day, I found my 
patient very much relieved ; she had passed a 
more comfortable night than she had experi- 
enced for many months, and that morning rose 
without any cough, or sensation of dryness and 
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imeaBiness in the throat; the pulse was more 
regular, less quick^ and rather fuller. 

The use of the medicine was continued for 
four days, increasing the quantity of the acid 
in the mixture two drops each day. On the 
fourth day a slight degree of nausea was ex- 
perienced; and as the more urgent symptoms « 
of the complaint had altogether diss^peared^ 
she was desired to discontinue the medicine. 
I7p to this day, February the 26th, 1819, m 
relapse has been experienced, and so free haa 
Miss G— been from any of h«r former fiseU 
ings, that she regards the improvement as 
almost miraculous, and her cure as complete. 
I am not however so sanguine ; and consider 
the disease as still unsubdued, and requiring a 
regulated temperature and great caution; al« 
though 1 cannot but anticipate the probability^ 
that the powers of the constitution will be able 
i& restore, in time, the healthy state of the 
diseased membrane; if the occasional use of 
the Prussic Acid can keep the morbid irrita-- 
bility sufficiently under controuK 
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OCCURRING DURING PREGNANCYy OE IMME* 
DIATKliT AFTER PARTURITION. ALSO AFTER LONG 
SUCKLINOy OR AT TBE PERIOD OF ABLACTATION. 

It is not my intentioa to enter into a detail 
of all the argunftents which have been brought 
forward to combat the idea of pregnant women 
being sometimes attacked with phthisis, from 
some cause originating in the peculiarity of 
their mtnation* Neither can I (admitting, as I 
do, the fiu)t) be expected to point out those 
causes to which the complaint under such cir- 
cumstances has been attributed. This would 
lead me into a discussion wholly inadmissible in 
a work Uke the present, where the declared 
|Hirpose of the author is, to call the attention 
of his readers to the existence of certain modi- 
fications of a disease, in the treatment of which, 
a particular medicine has been recommended* 
Any person extensively acquainted wi^ 't|^e 
diseases of pregnant women, particularly as 
they occur amongst the less fortunate classes of 
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society, must have been strack with the truth 
of Dr. FothergilFs observatiou, namely, that 
there is a species of consumption attendant on 
pregnancy, the origin of which cannot fairly 
be traced to any other source. To this I will 
add, that I have occasionally observed consump- 
tion, the existence of which had never before 
been suspected, begin immediately after de- 
livery, and go on rapidly and unchecked, with- 
out the appearance of any preceding pleurisy, 
pneumonia, or bronchitis. I shall lay before 
my readers cases of both these modifications of 
consumption; in the account of which, the 
symptoms accompanying the disease will be 
found detailed to greater advantage, than if 
they had been enumerated separately, in some 
preliminary remarks of the author. That con- 
sumption will sometimes come on after long 
suckling, or at the epoch of weaning, are facts, 
1 believe, generally admitted. 
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' Case XXVI.— Ann Gordon, aet. 87, ad- 
-mitted a patient at the Westminster General 
Dispensary, on the 3d of February, 1819, preg- 
naot of her eighth child, has enjoyed good 
Iiealth until the last fortnight; when after a yery 
restless night, arising, as she supposed, from the 
unusually strong and incessant movements of 
Ihe child, (to such a degree as to produce pain) 
she became feverish— lost her appetite— -and 
^ovld scarcely stand on her legs, a symptom 
•which, more than any other, alarmed her, as 
she had been very remarkable for her activity 
during every other and at the beginning, even, 
of the present pregnancy. Some days after this 
attack, the chest appeared to be affected. She 
breathed with difficulty^ though not with pain. 
She felt considerable oppression on making the 
smallest exertion, and could not sleep unless 
her head was raised very high by pillows or 
other contrivances. At this juncture T was 
desired to visit hen I found her pale and sunk ; 
greatly agitated and desponding, Her respi-* 
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tallion waft homed ; and when desired to mske a 
d^p inspiration, a violent cough enaned, tft' 
lowed by a denfte and gtntinoas expectoratlM. 
The tongtte was fiirrdd and thick — ^the eyes kmd 
lost mtich of their britfianov — the cheeks wet^ 
sunk — the puke, IW, ismM, s«peifldal, and by 
no means oppressed. Her bow^ had been 
opened by salts repeatedly. Her fHends asserted 
that she bad lost much flesh wiftin' the last two 
weeks, and were afraid that she was in h 
decline. The patient herself poftited to her 
bosom, which till lately had been remarkably 
fhil and tense, and now was wasted in size, and 
had become flaccid. On pressing with my 
hands on different parts of the chest, and on 
the pit of the stomach, no pain was produced; 
but cough followed. Percussion gave no indi- 
cation of pectoral disease. There was no head- 
ach nor sickness; the movements of the foetus 
were lively. The remarkable state of debility 
in which I found the patient, together with the 
state of her pulse, precluded me from imme» 
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dlstely tbinktng of bleeding her; but oq Um^ 
QMigh oontinouigr aft^ the administration «f 
ealomel and other medicmes, venesection ^ait 
enployed, though with no evident benefit. Tb^ 
Uwd shewed no appearance of inflainmati<»u I 
confess I feh perj^exedr The i^mptoms, howir 
eret, soon arranged themselves in a more re* 
gyhur form; and the disease, from presenting" 
so m«n^ anomalous features^ now assumed a 
doDided character^ and that character seemed 
fo indicate j^thisiB. For, independent of the 
emaciation continuing, and the cough encreas-^ 
ing, together with the expectoration, a regular 
£strile exacerbation, endii^ in perspiration,. 
eamne on at fomr o'clock in the afternoon, and 
again^ though in a slighter degree, at six in the 
morning. The pulse ranged between 110 and 
130, and the cheeks presented, during the 
p^oxysms of fever, the flushes peculiar to 
the complaint. The Prussic Acid was now 
ftfeju^b^d in the dose of one drop ev^y two 
jUtttrt ia water, to be repeated daily; and ubder 
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the use of this medicine, the cough subsided, 
and the respiration became eiasier. The acid 
did not, however, appear to influence much th^ 
febrile paroxysms, until its use had been ^- 
tended to three weeks, when these also, as' well 
as every other hectic syinptom, gave way» and 
the patient rallied considerably. The effect on 
^e pube was striking; for on the acid being 
.taken for eight days it came down to 80, wheret 
it remained, except during the attacks of fever» 
In tliis improved condition, the patient went on 
the remaining period of her pregnancy, with- 
out, however, gaining much embonpoint ; until 
the 24th of March, when she was safdy d^ 
livered of a girl, alive, whom she was soon 
enabled to suckle, without ever having a return 
of her former complaint. 

Casb XXVIL— Dr. Macleod, one of the 
physicians of the Westminster General Dispen- 
sary, attended Mary Rosemy, of No. 1, Little 
Karl Street, in the month of March, 1819^ 
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aad at tlie beginniog of the following April, for 
a cmnplaiDt of the longs, which confined the 
patient to hor bed, and which, from every 
symptom attending it, was considered by him 
as phthisis. ' On visiting her one mornings he 
fbimd, to his no small surprise, that she had 
the night before been delivered of a female 
diild, in conseqnence of which he claimed my 
attendance. I visited the patient with him the 
same day, and there being no doubt in our 
mind as to her labouring under consumption, I 
proposed the use of the Prussic Acid, which 
being agreed to, was administered for a great 
length of time, and lastly with complete sue- 
oete. The child she brought into the world 
partook of the wretched appearance of its 
mother; being weak, shrivelled, and having 
scarcely the power to cry. The mother could 
not ffuckle it, for her breasts were sore, and 
had long been flaccid and milkless. It was 
therefore fed bv the hand, but died in a 
^ort time after. Previous to her pre3ent pregr 



tkBhey, this woman bad e^ioved g^odbMlth^ 
^d in this« m in the preoeding caae, tlMre 
irere no indioations of the oonpiaint bar^rlng 
originated in pleomyi pnevnoiMai cnr looal 
injury. She was tber mothei of two other 
healthy children, and not bereditarMy pv»f 
disposed to the disease. AU her symptoail^ 
l^rere indieatiTe of consmnption, both #beii 
Dr. Macleod first attended her, and when 
Ire tisited her togedier. It will be sufll** 
eient to state, that when I was fiilst cnlled 
to her, she exhibited the most wretehed speo*^ 
taole of emaciation and internal suffering. Sbd 
wns pale, weak, and sunk — she coilld bndadiid 
only with difficulty — congbed incessantly -**♦ 
brought op much punilent niiadter^^aad ber 
pulse geiferally beat 120. In the night she 
was bathed in cold perspiration. From aB these 
ft^ptoms, as I have before observed, she Was 
wholly freed by the Prussic Acid ; and sh^ 
was discharged completely cured, though not 
irithout experiencing several ^glit rela^ae^. 
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otter Itedng^ renained nine months on the me- 
dical registers of the Dispensary. Sfad Imu 
now been in the enjoyment of perfect health 
ibr soitte time» aad called npon me in March 
te(; to reqnttt my afltendanoe on a fnend of 
hers, and t» 9Bppm» me of her having changed 
iker residence, which is at present in Wliit- 
combe Street. 

t eonld relate a few mfore oases of Ais conob- 
plidnty lik6¥^ise taken from Hke registers of the 
Westminster General Dispensary, occurring,, 
fbr the first fime, in pregnant women, and ter- 
minating, generally, before paitnrition, under 
the nse of the Prossie Acid : and more partictf- 
holy the case of Mary M'Swittey, of No. 9^ 
B&ryey^s Buildings, in whom the complaiht 
iMd been treated by repeated bleedings to no 
^•rpose^ and only jrielded to successire doses 
fif the acid, wiAoCit any injurious consequence 
ariiring to the child. But the cases { have de- 
tailed wiU be deemed sufficient, I Irust, to prDT% 
4e'oi(MtireelMss^ ^vliat ihave advaoeed^ regard- 
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ing the present modificatioii of the disease in 
question. 

Case XXVIII.— Mrs. W— , residing in 
John Street, Fitzroy Square, had enjoyed per- 
fect health daring her pregnancy, and was de- 
liyered of her first child in April, 1819; when 
every circumstance promised a speedy recovery. 
Late in the evening of the fifth day after her 
confinement, I was desired to see her, in con- 
sequence of an acute pain in the abdomen, 
which had come on while in the act of snck- 
ling her infant, and had lasted the whole of 
the afternoon. On my arrival, she complained 
of great soreness at the lower part of her 
stomach, which when pressed upon, became 
painful, and nausea was excited. The part 
was not tense, but hotter than natural. The 
skin was dry and hot — the pulse full, quick, but 
not hard — the tongue white, slightly furred; di^, 
rough, and with red edges. Fomentations had 
been applied without relief, before my arrivaL 
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I ordered bleeding both general and locals as well 
as other appropriate remedies. On seeing her 
the following day, a Gorions change appeared 
to have taken place in the disease. The abdo- 
men was no longer sore nor painful, even on 
pressure ; it was soft and of the natural tempe- 
rature: but the chest seemed affected. There 
was a look of anxiety -— quick, short, breathing 
— difficulty of uttering many words together — 
fever— head-ach — cough. Yet the chest was 
wholly free from pain. The pulse continued 
fcarii; but the blood taken from the arm the 
preceding day, exhibited no appearance of in- 
flammation. I ordered phlebotomy once more 
to fourteen oimces, and antimonials with calo- 
meK Every symptom except the pectoral ones 
seemed to yield under this treatment. The 
cough and oppression in breathing continued; 
indeed, appeared to have somewhat increased, 
liastly, the disease soon assumed a hectic cha- 
racter, and was, at the end of the third week 
after delivery, considered as genuine phthisis. 
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Tbe Prossic Acid was now adHBaistered ift 
small doses with great effect. The patient 
recovered^ gradually, from all the alarmuq^ 
symptoms with whic^ she had been affeoted; 
and she was considered oat of danger in ane* 
tiier month. I should state thi^ bor miU^ gr»- 
d»a% diminished during ib^ firrt week «f the 
complaint^ and that die was wholly pwicJMfld 
«tfterward$ from the gn^fioatioa of ntualing 
her infant. 

CUBE XXIX.— Mary Butting, JA, JOmA 
Horse Yard, delivered by Mrs. Farrel, was «!>• 
tacked in a similar manner, ten days after htt 
confinement, and declined ra^dly, notwiU^ 
standing every effort to save her. The Prossic 
Acid seemed only to lull her into security for a 
short while, by allaying some of the pressing 
■symptoms of the complaint; but she died two 
months afterwards. Before this period she had 
been remarkably healthy. 
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Cass XXX.--.Mar7 Gillard, of No. 1, 
Tamers' Court, St Martin's Lane, is another 
instance of this modification of the disease* 
It ftral shewed itself a fortnight after lying-in, 
widR)iit any appeanuice of ordinary inflamoM^ 
tory complaint. It was suspected at one timet 
that tibe hectio symptoms arose from a retained 
psrtion ef the phoenta, the latter having been 
removed by the midwife, much i^^nst my in- 
s^roetions, which directed them to send for me ia 
sd cases of retention; bat the midwife asserted 
pesitiyely that the whole of it had come away.^ 
I tried the Prussic Aosd for a short time ; but 
finding that no benefit was produced, I trans- 
ferred her to the physician of the Dispensary, 
whose more immediate duty it was to attend her. 
londerstand that the po^r woman died sometime 
afterwards, perfectly consumptive. 

1 have lately had two cases, Ann Marsden, 
»t. 28, of Cranbourne Alley, and Jane Bayley, 
»t. 22, of Drury Lane, in whom long snokliag 
produced all the symptoms of hectic fever and 
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pulmonic disease. Ablactation was ordered 
iinmediately ; bat seemed not a sufficient mea« 
sore to stop the progress of the complaint. 
The Pmssic Acid was administered next, when 
both did well in the coarse of a fortnight, and 
were discharged cared. In the case of Ann 
Marsden, I ought to observe, the symptoms oif 
hectic were preceded by spitting of blood, 
which was arrested by the medicine; bat it 
retamed afterwards, and what is singular, at« 
time when she had reason to beUeve herself 
pregnant. She has, therefore, resumed the acid, 
and apparently with good effect. 

C 5. FROM V SINGLE ABSCESS OR VOMICA, THB 
EFFECT OF ACCIDENTAL INFLAMMATION OF THE PUL- 
MONIC TEXTURE, OIV OF THE MEMBRANES, IN CONSS- 
QUENCE OF LOCAL INJURY. 

The expectoration in this variety of the dis* 
ease, is, at once, decidedly purulent, and is 
brought up in large quantities. It then ceases 
to be so, if the lesion of the organ af- 
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fected take fhe course of a common nicer, 
which it will sometimes do: and then the ex- 
pectoration becomes thick and glatinons, as if 
formed by the aggregation of frothy mncoas 
filaments, longitudinally arranged ; and pertina- 
ciously adhering to the tongue and palate, as 
well as to the i^essel into which it is ejected. 
When the purulent expectoration ceases, in 
this variety, a continual spitting, from increased 
saliva, succeeds, unattended by any effort or 
sound. The cough disappears. A repetition of 
such attacks, or, what amounts to the same 
thing, a succession of abscesses or vomicae in 
the lungs, from the cause here alluded to, 
which is by no means an unusual occurrence, 
will perhaps destroy the patient by suffocation ; 
if it does not by consumption. There is in 
these cases a longer remission from fever than 
in any other, the patient being sometimes free 
from it for several days and even weeks. 

1 have had no opportunities of trying the 
Pmssic Acid in this variety of pulmonic af- 
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fectMiiy tihuBgh I have seea soBie instaiices of 
tke disease. 



Ikfaro I otndade vhat I had to offisr on 
tiie sidiject ef ptthnmc cessnnptioii, my rea* 
d«rs wSi, I trast; fcnrgive flie^ H 1 aay a 
few weFds res^pieeting the rigbt discriinm' 
lion of ^Sneoi serls. i>f expectoratiou. ill 
ooiapUyMts of tbe lmg$^ it is of the highest 
impertanoe to asocrlain whether the laatter 
brought up after oough be, or not, real pu0-^ 
^nmptf puruimt disdkarj^ from an iafliuned se* 
cretiiig surface, without solution of oontinmty— 
or mere mucus, however thickened by e¥8|>ora* 
tion and long sojoiuBing in the bronchia or 
trachea. 

The tests hitherto proposed have eidier 
proved fallacious, or limited in the extent of 
their accuracy. The best seems that which Dr. 
Young. suggested, founded on physical princi- 
ples ; but it has occurred to me, in the course 
mf a rather e;&tenaive practice in puinwnk 
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cases^ that another, ajtd, perhaps, a more oer-> 
taja mode of ducriminatioo would be^ to con* 
aider th^ chemical constitotioa of the expec* 
loraled flnidf. It is well known that mociia 
-^-imniient gecretioa^»and pns give out, by 
eoiidNutioQ, carbonic gas and amnionia. These 
two products (^ animal combnstion most be 
langer HI proportioii to the greater density of 
tike dtfbront animal matt^ burnt in espial 
!Coliimes. Now the density of pus is greater 
than that of simple poralent secretion, and that 
of tfa^ latter greater than that of pare mycos. 
It fbflo ws, therefore, that if, by a series of expe- 
riments, the aibsolnte quantity of carbonic gas 
and ammonia given out by an eqaal quantity 
<^f each of the three animal fluids under oonr 
nidifpmtinn, be ascertained; a test, both easy 
QK4.<)c$rtaiQ« might be obtainedi for judging of 
lh# miNW of each variety of expectoration* 
TH^ I have endeavouj^ed to accomplish by a 
seiries. o^ eKj^rimeats. aa ib» matlfer expecto* 
vitoihf AVirmil of tlie pat^ei^ hbourvKg ^ndfar 
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pulmonic complaints, whom 1 hare either at*^ 
tended myself, or respecting whom I have fae^ 
occasionally Consulted ; and I hope to be tdrfe 
shortly to lay before the poblic, the results i 
have obtained. But as it is very desirable 
that on this important point, the greatest 
precision, both as to facts and conclasionsi 
should stamp the charactbr of any commnnicao 
tion I may hare to make on the 8algect;.i 
must delay for yet awhile, any positive state- 
ment, mitil I shall be better prepared for it 
Thus far, however, I can say, that assuming; 
from my experiments, the volames of carbonic 
gas and ammonia given oat, during the process 
of combustion, by equal volames of mucus, 
purulent secretion, and pus, to be different in 
each ; 1 propose to ascertain to which of tfaaie 
three varieties the expectoration under exam^ 
nation belongs, by burning it in combination 
with a chemical substance which will give me, 
as accurately as definite proportions can gite, 
the volume of each of those aeriform floids. 
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Tbese being ooneoted dmiiig die combostion 
at Hie expectorated matter, will inform ns 
irbether it be macus— pumlent secretion— «or 
imI pofl. 

In taking leave of the sabject of ** consnmp- 
tion," I cannot refrain from stating, in a few 
words, thtft the degree of valae which I attach 
te tlie medicine here recommended in the treat- 
ment of that complaint, is proportionate to the 
more or less advanced state of the complaint 
itself* Thas, if we admit genuine consamp- 
tioB to be susceptible of core in its incipient 
stage, then the stabbom evidence of facts (see 
cases 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 7, 9, 10, 11, 12,) proves that 
die Pmssic Acid can effect such a cure; and 
farther, if to suspend, for some time, the rapid 
and destractive progress of this malady be 
deemed a desirable object, end one not pa^ 
biologically impossible, the same evidence (see 
caMs 6, 8, 16, 17, 18, 19,) will shew the value 
^ that medicine, even in this point of view* 
That it acts as a palliative whore palliatives 

M 
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oaly ve «4muilibte» tbe fmttiar ^laa Tooiure tfli 
stote-iriflioatiiiBiur pf 0Q]itn(4if>tiQii; but he wiV 
mt 4niit himBelf kx aaserti^ tli£^ in * thjf^rtticrr 
cases, where the Prussic Acid seems Jtp4iwa 
ooyiq^iieildy mastered &e disease m;i its ifsi^^ 
and confirmed stage, (see eases l&^ 14 lA"^^)' 
a cmre has been effected. For aKhqi^h tiie reoa* 
¥ery> in Ihose oases, continnes timnt^epetfi^Abf 
ike return of any ef the fenn^ sjjnptonvi^ w4 
haa j0 contianed for two ^sA three yeais in qmm^ 
of ihem; sifll, 4o say that the Pmmo A^ 
baa €fiaoted a auna, weald proteUiy, iKder Urn 
paceseBt prevailing notioBS re8|>ectiiig> ib»t di^ 
ease, he deemed Md fttid ux^^oxrantabip. Ii1# 
much, however, can be stated, nai^jr. ftlmt 
the patients live and acew^, asid tb^t tl^fff 
the 4QAredt Q^ject of the physipi^n ^f^» !|)q$A 
attaintti. Nor would I h^ !)ndjer$^toj94 t», 

>dbiah ehould be eo^^h^t^ ^7 i?^!^. nf ^ 
FnusiaAeid alone* SiiLp^rkin9§ b^H ^g)l|;. ipf 
hm? AUofiioaa woe the i^f^ii§:tm^ ^ ]^^flKH 
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from a single ^e4ici&e in the treatoient of any 
disease ; and therefore, where the Prassic Acid 
has fidled in its effects, or appeared, from 
circomstances, inadmissible, I have had re« 
course, like oflier medical practitioners, to other 
and TBfiouB means of treatment 

The Hnprejndiced reader will be pleased to 
oonsidap the above opinion as havings beoi 
fowided on tiie result of observations made 
in nearly two handred cases of what has been 
ddled *' eonsnmption," in which the acid has^ 
be^i a&iinlstered with various snccess by the 
antbor himself, or by other practitioners; and 
that as snoh it may not be presmnptaous to 
snppese it entitled to, at least, as much eonsi- 
der9tion> as the opinions of those who, either 
icttiMiat any positive experience on the siArject, 
6F with the limited evidence of two or three 
Mltopy cases, have indiscriminately condemned 
the^Hse of the Pmssie Acid. 
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214 PNEUMONIA, PLBURISY, AND 

SECTION SECOND. 

PNEUMONIA, PLEURISY, AND OTHER IN- 
FLAMMATORY COMPLAINTS. 

When we have used vascular depletion in at- 
tacks of acute inflammation of the longs or pleu- 
ra, or of the mucous membrane of the air-cells 
and trachea, besides Ihe other usual remedies 
adopted in such complaints, we often find ibat 
we have neither eured the disease, nor checked 
the inflammatory tendency of the system ; and yet 
further bleeding seems inadmissible. The last 
blood drawn is found firmly coagulated, jDovered 
with the inflammatory crusts— perhaps cupped; 
but the patient is quite exhausted from the 
effects of the disease, and the system of deple- 
tion employed to relieve it, as well as from many 
other adventitious circumstances— and the time 
seems come when the phlebotomist is obliged 
to pause, though bleeding be still indicated, if 
he wish not to see the patient expire under the 
lancet At such a juncture the Prussic Add 
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will be foand productive of the most advanta- 
geous effects. The pulse is lowered and changed 
as to character, the cough is relieved, and ul- 
timately stopped altogether, through its influ* 
ence. The process of morbid secretion in the 
hmgs is suspended. Sleep which had before 
vanished, and which the physioira daired not 
purchase by opiates, returns; and the respira- 
tion, during sleep^ is observed gradually to grow 
eahn, soft, and regular. The paroxysms of 
fever diminish, and soon disappear altogether; 
and the patient is at last declared to be conva- 
lescent. It is during the most alarming stage 
of many cases of pneumonia and pleurisy, where 
a moment of indecision, yet of dianger, obtains,^ 
that the sedative and antiphlogistic powers-^ 
the Prussic Acid are most eonspiciM)us> and 
actually astonish the persons who have, for the 
irst time, witnessed its application.. 

Some very few writers have denied this pro- 
perty of the Prussic Acid, and particularly^the au* 
thor of a recent publication. But the best answer 
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to raoh a negative assertion is the language « 
facts. With these, now before me^ I cannot hesi- 
tate a moment in repeating what I have already 
stated in my first edition, that the Prossie Acid 
wiU be foimd to check slight inflammation, with- 
out the oononnrence of bleeding; and assist 
tiobeJ^ter operation in ooni|aering more serioiu 
attacks of inflammation. Reports fevoorable 
i» these oonelosions are made from every pari 
of the continent;, and in a work of giwat med:^ 
reooBiitiiy ptobUdied by Dr. BdUngeri,. the follow- 
ing note on the sal^ect of this antiphlogistic^ or 
asthenic, property of the Pmssic Acid, merits 
special consideration. '* Memini me adnotasse 
in Ticinensi nosocomio aqnam lanro^c^asi a 
Clarissimo Professore Borda in morbis in- 
tlaflamatoriis exbibitam manifesto sanguinis 
crostam phlogisticam prsepedire.'' 

Cass XXXI.— a Jady, the mother of a 
large family, robust, and rather plethoric, not 
particularly liable to.catarrlx or accidental com* 
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plattttft, was attacked^ last spring, villi erya»- 
pelas^ e^upljfiBg both sides of the faee, wkick 
after a Aort interval of oomplele absence, re- 
.tnniisfL' itt the left foot. The disease^ in ndther 
instanee, indiedted the neoessity of bleedings 
and was treated amob in the asaal m^P^er in 
whttiifta«oii eomplaints generally are« $hprti|y 
aAnr tills period she expmenced Ufaph anxiety 
o£ vtiaAy hk conseqnMoe of the lilness ^(1^ 
hnsbaad^ alul Aat of afaaaost ail b^r childvenj 
Jcareralof whofn became simultaaneomly aiSeoted 
witii tiie ^oojpiag^coa^. Her atf)^dance cut 
all of them was nnremitting^ and her exerti4Mi# 
mi timae oocasicHis such, that h«r constitatioq, 
qatornil^ Strang, began to yield, and seemed to 
•portend some dinastroos malady* Aa soon aB 
tha ^Hqnletade of mind bad in part subaided; 
she waa reccmunended to sp^ad a few days at 
^RIcllmond, wbencie she, boweveTr soon re« 
tttriied with an alarming fever — faarsh^ hard, and 
distressing coiigh^-)>no ebipeetoratiQn-7-h)ead*aeh 
— the face flashed and sHaoDen — short and op- 
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pressed respiration<--and a feeling ef pakiibt 
tightness deep within and across tiie chest. In 
this state I fonnd her when I was first desired 
to visit her ; the pnbe beating aboye 100^ hftid, 
heavy, and foil. She had, of her own-acccnrd, 
taken a dose of cdlomel (be etening - befiMre, 
with antimonial powder, which seemed to hi^e 
relieved a few of the symptoms; bat th^ -ODi^ 
plaint remained unabated. I reqaestodtmy 
friend Mr. Keate to bleed her; the Uood'shewed ^ 
the inflammatory cotenna, and- was <inppied. 
The operation was soon repeated, and tbe seme 
appearance followed, thbngh not so marked, as 
before. Other medicines were administered at 
the same time. A few of the symptonoiB ap- 
peared to give way — the pulse became softer 
and more developed — the eyes less staring ^md 
painfal— the tongue, though still furred and red 
on the edges, was moist — ^but the fever con- 
tinued unabated ; and there was now a decided 
pain pervading the lungs, deep seated and in- 
creased on the slightest inspiration. A third 
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Bleeding was ordered,, and the Pmssio Acid in 
a saline draaght prescribed. Daring the two 
following diays the complaint seemed subdued-^ 
that is, there were no symptoms to caose alarm ; 
yet no decided progress towards recovery^ 
This circomstance led me to mention to Mr. 
Keate that I dreaded a. renewal of the inflam^ 
mation : of this we became certain on the follow-' 
ing dayr Poor more caps of blood were, there* 
Ibre; taken from tiie arm, and on this occasion, 
the last portion of the blood drawn was almost 
wholly free from every sign of inflammation. 
Calomel, in large doses had been- administered 
thronghoat — and in addition to the Prussic 
Acid, powders consisting of tartarized antimony, 
nitrate, and sapertartrate, of potash were given 
kk rapid snccession. The fever abated con- 
siderably. The pulse became softer.' The pain 
in- the chest was not so troublesome, and much 
less so after the application of a blister on 
.tbet region. The coagh lessened materially 
froml the moment of her taking the acid;. 
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but appeiired to diminiih atiU more afbr 
the applioatioii of tbi^ Tesicatory. Tbe patient 
was »ot so moct) exbam^ted as one might ba 
led to suppose after such severe dis<^pUnQ» bol 
prasaBte4 a spe<:ta^lo of great distress from the 
stUl pervading difficulty of breatbingf On ihp 
momiogof the hiatb day, 1 tbovgbt I p^ceivei), 
from mmy unequivopal signs, a, tbx^atemng of 
a return of the infiammatioQ. Tbis gave mff 
great mieasiDe^s^ fbr the pase ocparrc^ in a 
fiuzulj to wbicb I feel an almost filial attaQb« 
meat 1 e:i^preased my anxiety to the attettdiag 
9nrgeon» aad proposed calling in farther advicei. ^, 
Y/\A{ihf with th^ consent of the family^ was obtain* 
ed on the following morning. The patient had 
passed the preceding night in tolerable compo- 
sure, and seemed better on the arrival of Du 
£ailUey who oheered both the patient and the 
physician with his favorable professional opi- 
nipn, and those friendly manners so peculiar to 
him, which render his advice even more valuable^ 
The digitalis was prescribed and tal^ea in an 
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qn^piJi^ ipdwoJe ia io9m of ^gl^^ difpfit; 
•WTf tf^ree bows* 11|o pcitji^ begn to j(^ 

Igitotodt— miffing bci JbetA f^Honi^tel;, fai4 ia 

JUogo 4nqpiB ^ swMl sqpipewr^ q» her l)rpi99S i 
dm idi aaiifea^ m4 gre^t i^ppr^BsiQp itftoi^ 
^ritfiV A^ ffiWth dfWghf; wd ^y the tini^ i|l)f 
had taken forty drops of the tincture,. b«r AUf- 
lerings had increased to snch a degree, that she 
declined the remaining qnanti^ — nor could I 
■well combat her resolution under so many cir- 
^BBWfHPyfia 9K di^tre;9^» '!IE!hese ifideed, h^ w 
much increased by nighV that about two p'riock 
of the frihrwing morning I was summoned ta 
her, an4 found her vomiting, unable to speak, 
ba1iied^i& a cold and copious persj^iration/pale,. 
with her eyes glassy and fixed/ the pulse quick 
and wiry, and, in short, witib her whole appear- 

9fitfP Cf49^Mf4 to ^oUe the inpst lively aPEf^ 
bfOW^. itfy S«lt 9tep was to ifidmuubiter si^iiic^ 
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drangbts, with a spiritnoiis tincture and. cam- 
phor. These checked the Yomitingy and, im- 
proved the tenor of the pake. In abont -an 
hoar afterwards, she fell into a sort of dose^ 
from which she awoke next morning somewhat 
more cheerfal, although still labonring luldi^ 
great oppression at the chest, and with a pnbe 
again indicative of nnsnbdaed inflammation. 
With her cons^Atj^I now prescribed the 
mixtiire: — 



R Potassie carbonatii gr. 
Cocei cacti gr. Tiii. 
Aqua^itillate f I ▼!• 
TicrantBr optime, et tolutioDi, per chartam bibuhunr 
iliKgenter colato&, addantur, ' 

Acidi Ujdrocjranici m. Tiii*- 
Syrupi papa?eris f5 ii« 

F. M. L« A. cujus cocblearia iii. media, cum iiKci li» 
TQonis recentiori& f J ss opportOD6 edulcorati, in imp^^u 
effervescentiae, terliLi boris bauriantur. 

This was continued regularly night and dav 
for three days, during which time,, the amelio- 
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rfttion of eterf symptom of inflammatfon and 
pectoral disease which took place, led to the 
altimate recoyery of the patient. The conva- 
feseenee was comparatively short, and there i» 
every reason to believe that it will prove a 
permanent one* 

; CaBB:XXXII.— A boy* aged 14, had saf^ 
fibred for foor weeks with fever, supposed of a 
typhoid kind. At last a pain in the right side* 
•f the- chest seized him violently, and affected 
his breathing— leeches with blisters and smaiFf 
purging seemed to remove it. In two days the 
diest became dtgsAn the seat of disease, and a 
cough manifested itself of the worst kind. 
Greneral bleeding with blisters, and the other 
Hsoal means were had recourse to; but without 



^llii»:case, with another, has been kindlj sent to me bj Mr.- 
Saiiden, a gentleman of yery extensive practice and- long ex- 
peiienoe in Cheshant. He has prefaced them with the follow- 
ity Ibw bat appropriate words. " My dear Sir» not supposing the 
fiDllo^pring cases likely to come, under any other eye than my owb,^ 
I cannot give yon a very particular detail of them; bot what L 
sead, you niay depend npoitas ooneot.'^ 
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muiob; effect; for at one tme i3m hoy couglMid 
till he was supposed dead,, and I wa9 sappier 
in ooQseqiienGe. I found him $» weak as t» 
fend^ bleeding i^gain bazardoa»» One miaiiBf 
^ the Pmssic Aoid wa» directed to be takeft 
every hour for six hoars, then ^very two^ ai^f 
so on as circumstances offered. In three dayft 
the <H>ugh was goiae, and the boy got pfpfipigli; 
welk 

I mast aow beg leaye t^ i^tfi pi^ Hf m 
pe4i(^^^ report from Mr. Biasker of Ui^ fS^ 
hospital at Gibraltar, to the Medical Be;^ in 
LoHi^pn,. by whose kind pe^missiiH^ I a^ eiiatM^ 
t^ giye it pablicity. 

Ca8:P XXXIIJ. — '' An opportunity; oe#Q|ifedi 
of making use of the Hydro- cyanic Acid in: 
the manner pointed oift by Dr. GranvilLe^ in a 
case of pneumonia^ where blood-letting had 
hf^eq, resorted to in the first in&tance, without, 
appearing to hare snbdned the disease. The 
result was most dngutarUm s^€cesffuh Qre^t 
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djspaoM aad harrassiiig coogb were qpeeiiily 
remored, aad the patient rapidly regained hi& 
str«gOi^* 

AnQtber ioflammatarj disease of great dan* 
g^, in iMdok a trial haa been made of the 
fwitmc Acid wiUi success, is the Angma 
J^rHfike^ik or Croup. Besides the cases mev^ 
tiiffae4 by M* Riidland, in his letter to i^ 
fjpiate4 at page 196, Mr. Sanders of Cheabwt 
km fiirnisbed me with a striking instance of thi» 
diwd&l mala^, successfully combated with ib» 
seid. But before I pro^ceed to relate the casi^ 
ii^eUp. it inii npt» perhaps, be deemed impertinent 
to the ol^ect of the present work, to recall thf 
attwtion of my readers, particularly of those 
wk^ are not of the medical professiQU, to the 
#fp#ntjysd characters of the disease* 



* Ik aMth«r ptrt of the suae report we find flie two ftJUffwuK 
seBtences, " The acid was used in advanced phthitis in two» 
InHancefl, Imt was not pashed to any extent." . " In two oasef of- 
IP*iinii (wlii»fpiiig-ofi|gb) it wm tntA^tm^m^L" 
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A child; generally under the age of seven or' 
eight years, in the apparent enjoyment ef stroi^ 
healthr ruddy and robust^ (for such are the chil^ 
dren who ore most subject to the complaint) at 
the dose of a wet and cold day, wiH perhiq[w 
appear, all at once, drowsy andfretfoi^-his eyes 
-suffused and heavy. While the parents, uneasy 
at the appearance of such symptoms, debate 
ampng themselves on their probable causer; tiie 
child is heard suddenly to breathe with » sibi- 
lant noise; and quickly to cough with a aound> 
frightful to the hearers,, which has been, com^ 
pared to the hoarse crowing oi a cock. At every 
successive hour,, the respiration is found- to 
become more difficult, and the cough shrill and 
troublesome. The little patient's whole frame 
seems agitated during every effort made laesL- 
pectorate. The face swelled and flushed, with 
the globe of the eyes starting outwardly, present 
a spectacle of angaish and great inward sofier- 
ing. The frightful idea of instant suffocation 
darts across the mind of the beholder— be pro^ 
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eeeAi to looseii every faatening, every article of 
cletidDg — bat relief does not follow. The ohiM 
throws his head backward^ and opens his montfi 
wide to catdi every passing breath ! The pnlse 
ifl^ xpAck and foil, sometfanes intermitting and 
xhregidar— a d^ree of heat pervades the whole 
Hod J, and great febrile action becomes apparent 
^jbi every symptom. In some instances, theter- 
mhiafion of this insidious disorder is. as rapidly 
-firital as its attack is occasionally sudden. But 
iil most cases, life is protracted to the third or 
'ftmrfli day, when it becomes extinct. Where 
k child recovers from one attack, he mns the 
ebmce of another^ or of many. I have known 
tf chfld liiy down to rest in perfect health, the 
pride and love of his fond mother — from whom 
he had snatched a parting embrace, in high 
npbeiU, at the approach of evening — wake sud- 
denly at midnight, with a harsh stridulous 
cough, struggle for air, and in ten hours die 
of suffocatioa ! 
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(;a8£ XXXIV.~Mr. Sanders's cose is ad. 
dressed to me fliits : '' W. Claii^ aged 10 years, 
-was seized with cxoup. The usual Mieaos* such 
.as bleedings leeches, emeticsi, digitalis^ iu^ 
,were employed with e^ery t>ther medieiiie tbait 
could be thought ef« The boy was relieved, a 
Jittloi for the time, by their use, and seamed to 
,jfet eter the attack; but at the end, of ten di^ 
Jie a{^eared. so weak, the breathing had bifr* 
icome so hard and dUBEU»dt» and «. fresh altadk 
of croup so manifest^ that I was induced to 
<give faim one drop of the acid every, two houDi* 
He took in three days. 24 djrops» and I assnie 
you that by the use of this acid> in four daji^ 
he waft perfecHy cured of all the symptoms of 
the disease. Now, Sir, as it can be of no' mo- 
ment to me, beyond the comfort of giving my 
patient relief, I can have no motive for relatifl^ 
the case, but what I think due to yourseli^ in 
ihe first place, and to us all generally.!' 

Nor are those of the pneumatic organs tlie 
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only cases of iBflmnmation ia which great 
benefit hai beenderivBd tntm ike use of the- 
aoid* I repeat it» that in every sthenic dig« 
ordar, whi4A pretioas bleeding has not sobdued 
or but partially conquered^ the Hydro-cyanic 
Aoid wUl be fiMind of the most essential service. 
I sbaU pfooeed to detail a ease of diaphrag- 
i&ltiB, ad another of atwiae inianunation^ in 
bolk of whioh the most aUurming symptoms 
iMre qnfekfy snbdued by that mediciBe. 

Cam XXXV.--A servant of Sir Henry 
Peytai^ Bart, wasj snddeidy attacked with an 
actio Ittid exeraeiating pain in the back, abont 
the ina^Ftton of the disq>hragm, acoompanied by 
fteqaeat vomitixig, anjdons looks, flushed face» 
hard and qaiek pulse, and a difficult short- 
broken respiration. The apothecary who usually 
attends the family, bled him copiously, and 
employed every other means whioh experience 
and accurate knowledge, in such cases, sng-> 
gest; but the complaint seemed to baffle every 
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remedy, and ihe poor man was quickly reducecl 
to his last extremity. My attendance was.then^ 
deemed necessary, and I was- hasMly snmmoned 
to see the patient at one o'clock on the monung 
of the 24th of June, 1819. 

1 found on my arrival that several of U» 
fellow servants had surrounded his bed in 
expectation of seeing him expire. He liaid 
motionless and pale — ^his haggard looks and 
face bathed in cold sweat annoupced much 
danger. The pulse was small and hurried. The 
pain in the back continued, and bad exfenjted 
all round the bedy like a zone, being inereafod 
en pressure. The kidneys seemed likewise 
to partake of the morbid action of the neigh- 
bouring muscle. No urine had been passed for 
several hours. I immediately precribed a mix* 
ture with the Prussic Acid, of which he was 
desired to take two drops every two hours, and 
I left him with little expectation of hii^ sur- 
viving. On the following morning I found that 
the stomach had not rejected the mixture-^ 
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lliat $ome urine had come away — ^that the plan 
had become easier^ and that the patient had 
dept for two honrs. The temperature of the 
fAun was more natural and the pulse stronger 
and not so quick. So unexpected a change 
led me to urge the repetition of the medicine^ 
which was readily agreed to ; and by its use, in 
less than a week, the patient was, not only out 
of danger, but out of bed. Considerable weak- 
ness remained behind ; but I had not an oppor- 
tonity to see the patient until one month after- 
wards, and he then stated that he completely 
reoorered, on that occasion, in the course e( 
a few weeks, and had continued in the enjoy- 
ment of perfect health ever since. 1 could then 
for the first time £stinguish that he was a 
stout, robust looking man— just a fit sulject for 
kiflaibmation to play upon. 

« 

MHritiSf or inflammation of the womb, is 
happily a disease not of frequent occorreiice; 
but when present^ it is calculated to excite the 
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most lively ••ppr^vwaicm» wul cai9#Ql; ^Sim» 

be aabdoiid by ike Qvimry i«^«(Mi qf 4^^^- 

A c^ts^ ^ tbU kind qecmx^ to hehs in 4^ 

certwljr dw to the BiydirQ-cy^iic 4c^ 

eiryripei^su &c. wn» «^daply «ii)z«4» iribite in 
thejuiQW^t^^joyiA^ of JM% ^i/^ a, umI 
^XcwWfttiiW PW^ in tbe region rf tji^ w«imb> 
sbq^ipg across i%.^ ^w{iAm¥4l^$ tewwrd^ the 
t^Jf<3r()|»j)ty of ^ i*cbiift, wd, obUwrty farwacd 
to tli^ groin^ pfirtipipjady piP the right «i4e^ The 
ps^i^ jf j|li of tfoa^t ^atwrfi: a$ to bend the hsiif 
double, and to cause the pOiUent* f^&ewme a 
person of the greatest fortitude and resignation, 
t9 i?«r(5f«n ,^1^ I wmJUeA in le^.htt* ten 
iQip)i;t^ 9f^ %^fifst, Bt^k, md oould ^qat, 
ilfMtiLf^ ,f^ f^i qil^i^imat apd iosie e&temal 
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QlutBUBatiiWf comprehend tl|e oatitre of Uie i'l^ J 
ease. My first impulse was to order an aaodyofh I 
mixtare iiiid a warm bath, botb of «bich wef^ J 
procured witb celerity ^ but Uie pulse, wMcb c%l 
my arrival was scarcelt/ perceptible, h&d, lu legfH I 
tjian five minutes, assumed a beat of such es^l 
traordinary strength and fulness, that without f| 
moment's hesitation, I took out a lancet from i^, I 
pocket, and witliont much preparation, plKnget^ I 
it into a vein of her riglit ami. A garter servQ^fJ 
for a ligatare, ^nd a folded piepe of blottiq^ 
paper for a compress wben the operaliot 
fkiislietl. The fitmily vere Qft tUe very act c 
leaving town, when the accident happened, ' 
all tlie servants had already left it. The bleed- 
ing produced ijosUtntansQus relief. The a|io- 
dyi»<iweted the pain iji sows degree, «nd thp^ 
wann bath swthed tlie great irritation of tiff 
ajfected organ. Towaid" evQ^iiig the pajie) 
Qet»wi«i«d ber^elf better; but the paia w%? n^ 
gone, and the uterine regi.tw f^t excessjv^ 
lay. A natural motion occurred, and urin«<^ 
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was pasaed as usuat— no complaifit seemed to 
affect either of the viscera destined for those, ex^ 
cretions« I administered a purgative draughty 
notwithstanding, and as I knew die patieiit to 
be weak from previous iUness, igid of a dispor 
sition not easUy tp recover from great loss 
of bloody I provided against the effects of any 
remuning inflammation, by giving her the 
Hydro-cyanic Acid in small doses, every two 
honrs^ and in saline draughts. This medicine 
was continued for three days, at the end of 
which the lady had quite recovered from the 
disease, though not quite .from its weakening 
effects* 

Mr. Plattner has stated in an Italian review 
of the former edition of this work, that he cdred 
an acute inflammation of the womb, by giving 
the Pmssic Acid in doses of 32 drops every 
two hours. Of course the acid must have been 
considerably diluted. 
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In a work of Dr. Dall' Oste, already quoted, 
it is stated that a case of Metritis vriih stip* 
pressed menstmation, which had occarred in a 
patient who had some years before been cured 
of a similar complaint, with induration of the 
%omb, by Professor Brera, by means of the 
Prussic Acid — was again eflTectually removed 
by this same medicine, thrown up in the forni 
of fnjection, with the addition of leeches to 
the anus, and the use of purgatives. Another 
instance of this same inflammatory disease 
having occurred sometime afterwards, Dr. Dall' 
Oste isoon restored tiie patient to her fbr« 
mer state of health by means of the same treat* 
ment. 

^ In Ae Transactions of the Medico-Chirurgi- 
cd Society of Berlin for 1816, there are four 
cases of acute hydrocephalus in children attend- 
ed by the most marked symptoms of inflamma- 
tion, three of which were cured by repeated 
doses of laurel-water. The fourth terminated 
in a general anasarca. 
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SECTION THIRD. 

CATARRH — SPASMODIC 0OU6H. 

No complaint jpresents itself oftener to tfaw 
'attention of the medical profession ib 4h]S 
<;oantryy than what is simply <)alled a congl^ or 
a cold, withoat any specific or determined dis- 
ease besides. Almost every body suffers? ft^xok 
oongh or cold at some time or others especialfy 
Coring the winter, and, indeed^ either or bodi 
are ^o generally prevalent^ at seme particular 
periods of that season, as to become a commoa 
:topic of conversation when two friends meet, 
.or a patient is visited by a physician. An in- 
disposition in itself so slight, may not, in the 
xipinion oi* many, require, or deserve, any 
^nodical treatment; but when it is considered 
Jtfaat a simple cough, if long suffered to exist 
juicbecked by any remedy, will become a. most 
Hiarassing companion to the patient, and often 
Itssume a more serious aspect, it will readily be 
granted that any means, bett^ adapted thaa 
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those bidierto employed, to stop it in its inci- 
pient «tate, should be hailed as a real benefit. 

Snch a means, I feel no hesitation in assert- 
mg, k to be fonnd in the use of the Pcossio 
Acid, properly applied to the different speoies: 
of the complaint to be cured; such as the 
ealarrhal, the dry and the spasmodic cough, 
Ihe stomBch cough, the neryous cough, &c* 
^ this subject, Mr. Thomson of Slocme Street, 
bae made the following report which was ia- 
Sinrted in my first edition. 

^' In catarrhal affections, my experi^ce of 
the success of the Prussic Acid has been con^. 
siderable> owing to the prevalence of an epir 
d^nic of that character at present in this 
neighbourhood. The complaint makes its at* 
tad^ /v^tb^gors, followed;by febrile excitem^it^ 
sneeBiBg, hoarseness, and dry, hard xough 
coming on in paroxysms, which increase tin 
frequency at night, and prevent .sleep. The 
tpngne is .fi]p:red, .the bowels are confined, and 
the expeatQcm^n ««1ar^mQly difficult. In very 

n2 
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few of these cases have I had occasion to usd 
the lancet, since I employed the Prussic Acid, 
although the state of the pnlse in many of them 
would have fairly authorized it, had I not 
known the powerful influence of that medicine 
over the circulating system. My general prac- 
tice has been, after purging, to commence the 
use of the Acid, largely diluted with distilled 
water or simple almond emulsion, in doses pnn 
portionate to the age and , strength of the 
patient, increasing the quantity two or three 
minims, on the whole portion taken in twenty- 
four hours, each day, until the cough be sub- 
dued. In adult cases, the dose I have given at 
first has been two minims, in a table spoonful 
of the vehicle, repeated every second or third 
hour during the day ; while, the following for« 
mula has been prescribed for infants between 

four months and a year old«" 

Be Acidi Fruwici, miD. ij« 
Aquas Distillate, f5 jz. 
Syr. Tolutani, f3 j. Ft Miitura, cochl* 
min. ij. B^ borii Mimeada. 
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" The greatest amoant to which I have ever 
carried the acid, has been twenty-four minims 
in the day to an adult, and six minims to an 
infant/' 

'* In these catarrhal affections, the first ob- 
vious effect of the acid is the procaring sleep 
at night, and the lengthening the intervals of 
the paroxysms of coughing. On the following 
day ihe pdse is found less frequent and softer ; 
and^ by degrees^ the violence of tha paroxysm 
of coughing is much abated. I have not re- 
marked that it promotes expectoration, but 
it decidedly renders the cough softer, and less 
distressing, without it; while the bowels are in 
general gently affected, so that, except in. very 
few instances, I have seen no necessity for re- 
peating the purgative. In debilitated and old 
patients^ the languor which Sometimes follows 
the use of the acid is very considerable, but 
it is easily removed by small doses of stfmu- 
laats ; and, when the cough is sufiBciently sub- 
dued, by the ammoniated tincture of iron, exr 
kibited in brandy and water/' 
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" I send you the detail of one case Qnly of 
the catarrhal epidemic, to which I have al- 
luded, the practice being very nearly the same 
in all;* but I have subjoined a fe^ other 
cases, to shew its effects in some oAef com- 
plaints, which have generally b^en regar^ted-of 
very di£Scult management^*' 
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Case XXXVII.—*' Mr. S-— , a 
attached to the Board of Gontroul, about thirtjiH 
seven years of age, of a pietboric habit 2itA 
high florid complexion', applied to me, ot ac- 
count of a severe coogh, (the epidemic catleurrh 
above mentioned,) under which he had been 
laboring for some weeks. For several nights 
he had obtained scarcely any sleep, owing tu 
the increased frequency of the paroxysms of 
coughing, which had also produced consid^- 



* " I have prescribed it in twenty cases of this epidemic catanb. 
lo children, however^ who have been Yery severely attacked^ I 
have found bleeding and brisk purging to be necessary previons 
to the use of tlie acid/' T. 
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ablie soreness of the fauces. There was no 
pain JA the chest, bat he was extremely hoarse ; 
9xA the breathing was rather short, and at- 
tended with wheezing^ He had been teeing 
grueU honejr, paregoric, and several other 
chHDestic reme<Ues,. without any benefit* 

** After op^ng the bowels, he commenced 
Ae use of the Prussio Acid in doses of twa 
mixdmB, in twelve flnid drachms of water, re- 
pealed every second hour. The first night 
after taking the acid, he had some comfort-* 
^fale rest, tlie cough abated both in frequency 
9iid violence, the expectoration became more 
aaagr, the pulse softer and more steady, and in: 
three days all the symptoms subsided." 

^* In. this case the patient did not confine 
himself to. his house,: nor alter the nature of 
Ilia diet. He took no wine, because he hadv 
properly discontinued it, as well as the use of 
ail fermented liquors, from the commencement- 
of the complaint J' ^ . r 
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The following case is selected from sonM 
others that have occmreil in my private practice* 

Case XXXVm.— Miss H , healthy 

and strong, was occasionaUy affected by colds, 
which, after two or three days, were attended 
by cough, with little expectoration. On taking 
precautionary measures, Miss H— — was sure, 
of soon freeing herself from her catarrb, but 
not so with regard to the cough^ a symptom 
which continued to distress her for many weeks; 
To prevent this, she had reciourse to every govt 
of medicine which experience usually soggests,; 
as most likely to be successful. The ben^t, 
however, which she derived from them, wa* 
trivial and uncertain: the emulsions, the ex« 
pectorants, the soothing draughts, the oxymels, 
and various preparations of ipecacuanha, were 
all tried without permanent success. Having 
witnessed the good effects of the Prussic Acid 
in a case of sympathetic cough, under my 
care, she, of her own accord, proposed to 
me. the taking of that medicine for hei: 



\ 
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m 

^oublesome oomplaint, to which I readily as- 
swited. I prescribed the acid, in an iqppropri- 
ate rdiide, in such doses that from five to 
eight drops were taken in thirty hours. Its 
use was not required beyond a week ; for^ 
at the end of that time, the cough gradually 
diminished, and ultimately disappeared; nor 
has it returned since.. 

I have had- numerous opportunities^ at the 
Westminster General Dispensary, of exhibiting; 
this medicine in similar cases of cough, some 
o£ which were of a bad character ; and. I have 
succeeded, in all of them> to the utmost com* 
pletion. of the patient's, and my own wishes- 
I shaUrelate only the following.. 

Case XXXIX. — Sarah Roberts, living in 
Great Earle Street, is pregnant of her eighth 
child,, and. about five moiiths gone. From the 
moment of her quickening, a most harassing 
cough, of tiie spasmodic kind, came on, for 
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which she desired nf j advice. She seemeil to 
me to be so mueh distressed by this sympUm^ 
ds I considered it, of nervous' irritability,, 
brought on by the peculiar nature of ber situa- 
tion, that after the usual verbal assurances that 
the complaint was, in fact, no complaint at aU 
-^that it was owing entirely to her being in the 
family- way, and that she would get well as 
soon as confined (all which assurances had 
i^dither the effect of calming her mind nor 
qnieting her cough;) I determined upon cau- 
tiously administering the Prussic Acid to re- 
lieve her. I began with very few drops, and^ 
watched its effect. The mixture in which I 
gave it produced the happiest results, and on 
my seeing her again some time afterwards, she 
expressed herself quite free from cough, and in 
excellent health. No bad consequence could 
result, and none therefore occurred, with regard 
to the particular situation in which she was 
placed. 
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M 

' l]!be'tacc€S3 I met with in this case encou- 
ntged me to employ this medicine in several 
ether instances of severe and harassing cough 
attending pregnancy, with decided benefit. I 
may mention the case of Jemima Wemam, 
a patient of the Westminster General Disp^i- 
ipary, whose distressing and spasmodic coagh 
yrsB such as to threaten abortion at every 
attack. She wa» relieved from this trouble- 
some jsymptom by the Prussic Acid, and was 
delivered at her full time without any accident. 

IJie next cases to which i shall allude are^ 
Hiose of my own children, who in the winter 
of 1818, were attacked by a cough of an 
alarming kind ; and so incessant, hard, and dis- 
tressing, as to lead a particular friend of mine 
wha happened to hear one of them cough, 
tp believe that he wa& labouring under the 
whooping cough» The eldest, a girl, was the 
first who shewed any symptoms of this com- 
plaint. She had been out in the evening, and 
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retained home with a bad cold^ fcUoi^ifeA hj 
cough, particQlarly at night. Two days aftei^ 
wards, while pursuing the usual mode of treat* 
meat with her, I had the regret to find that 
the third, a stout healthy boy, was similar^ 
affected. By the evening of the next day the 
second was also attacked in the same manner; 
and a fourth, yet at the breast, was not long 
in shewing similar symptom3 of the complaints 
I should have called this a species of infloenza; 
but that the only symptom of importance re^ 
maining behind, after curing the catarrh, was 
the cough. This, indeed, was most vioieBt, 
disturbed their rest at night, and rendered 
them very uncomfortable by day. Sometimes 
the violence of the cough was such as to faring 
on vomiting, tears flowed from the eyes, the 
face became flushed with blood, and they com- 
plained of pain in the head. There was nothing 
wanted to constitute their complaint, as real 
whooping cough, but that peculiar catching and 
stridulous inspiration, which so eminently. cba<^ 
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terisea a paroxysia of the latter disease. There 
waa^ bowever, no fever present, except, per- 
haps, at nij^t, when they had been kept 
awake by continual coughing, for some hours.. 
I am very fond of giving nature a fair trial in 
complaints of children, and therefore I did 
but little to relieve them for a few days, parti-^ 
cularly as there was nothing alarming in their 
indisposition* When, however,. I found, that 
the cough, instead of diminishing, increased,, 
and thai the tendency of the blood to the head,» 
during the numerous paroxysms of it, was 
likdy to produce mischief, I resolved to endea- 
vour to put a stop to the complaint. My 
p^eet rdiance ou the properties of the Prus? 
sio^ or medicinal Hydro-cyanic Acid, in cases 
of this, kind, induced me,, of course, to try it 
in. this instance ; audi soon had reason to be 
deUgfated at the good effect it produced. In 
about a week^ from their commencing its use,^ 
the cough had entirely disappeared, and thejf 
have kept wholly free from it ever since.. 
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Within the last eighteen rnonths^ my expe^^ 
rience of this medicine in cases^ of eough^ 
such as the one just described^, attacking yonng 
children, has been pretty extensive; and I can 
with confidence assure both the parents of 
such invalids, and the practitioners attending 
tiiem, that they will find in the use of the 
medicine J propose against it, the realization 
of their most sanguine expectations. The use 
of this medicine in children is wholly jQree froiki 
danger, when properly and cautiously adminis- 
tfered. 

The following is another case taken from the 
practice of Mr. A. T. Thomson. 

Case XL.— *^ Lieut. Colonel F bad been 

afflicted every winter, for several years past, 
with a spasmodic cough, which had resisted 
every means that had been tried for its relief; 
and therefore this season he allowed it to take 
its course, having recourse to a little paregoric 
only occasionally at bed time. As I was lately, 
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BiMeBver; m attendance upon his family, his wife 
persnadedhim to allow me ta prescribe for him; 
and conceiving it to be a case likely to benefited 
by the Prassic Acid, it was given to him in 
doses^of two minims in a fluid ounce of almond 
mixture, and repeated every two hours. After 
having taken it for three days^ and when the 
dose was increased to four minims, his cough 
abated in frequency and violence, he obtained. 
sleep^ and otherwise experienced such decided 
benefit^ that, as he was about to return to his^ 
regiment in Ireland, I was requested to grve- 
him Hie prescription. This of course was- 
useless, as the acid is not yet an article of fte 
materia medica of any of the British Phar- 
msicopoeias ; but a small phial was given ta. 
hitn, with directions how to use it ; und^ the- 
requisite cautionsi" 

Case XLT. In the American Medical Re* 
corded I find the following instance of spasmo- 
dic cough treated with the Prussic Acid. ^^ In. 
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1817, a womaoy aged 60 years^ was admitted* 
into one of the wards of the Hotel DieUr 
under the care of M.Hasson* She had during 
her whole life, almost, suffered from- difficott 
respiration ; and of late years bad been muck 
tormented with a sort of harassing dry cough,, 
which deprived her of rest both by day and' 
night, and which had reduced her tp- a m^re 
skeleton. She excited pity in all who saw her;- 
and prevented, by her continual coughing, aH< 
the sick in the wsffd she was in> from sleeping;^ 
M.Hasson availed himself of tfiis opportunity* 
of trying the Prussic Acid ;. he ordered her la 
take a few drops of it,, mi&ed with a gummy- 
solution,, and augmented the dose gradusdly* 
From the first day, the cough diminished; and 
though it was never completely arrested, it wasi 
so far diminished that the patient considered 
herself cured." 

Mr. JEludland reports that in a case of tiissU 
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tenilist known to be of a spasmodic nature, 
the^ acid was administered with decided success* 

Mr. Pitt of Brighton^ in a letter to me, 
dated the 18th of Jone^ in addition to other 
casofii of disease, successfoUy treated with the 
Pnuaic Apid, which will be found in the sequel* 
of thii, work„ gives me the following summary 
accowt of a spasmodic Qough cured by tbatme- 
diw^e. '' Complete success has attended the use 
of the 9nedi^# you have recommended^ in a 
caao of spasmodic cough, in a child belonging to 
Mi^ Gray, No. 4, North Parade. The usual re- 
me^iea had been previously tried without effect," 

ISive^ the authority of the writer of a recent 
pamphlet on the use of the Frussio Acid in 
stomach complaints, may be quoted in support 
of . this part of my practice. That author 
states, that '' in simple dry cough, without pain 
of the chest, constant dyspnoea, or fever, whe-< 
ther in children or adults, the Hydro-cyanic Acid 
appears to him an admirable medicine, deserv- 
ing all the commendations which it hais received,'^ 
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HECTIC — AND SYMPATHETIC COUGH» 

W 

Under this denomination t mean to inelnde^ 
two of the most harassing' 9yraptc»n» attendant 
on organic derangemenii. irregularis of amma! 
ftinotioiui, or annaton^ aoeomulatien of floidv 
within any of the cavities of the bodj» These 
symptoms are at time» so dfe^ressmgy tfiat 
any sort of relief is wdcome'^nor ant I to^ 
be told, that to combat a symptom with a^ Yfew 
to allay it, while the complaint which has 
given rise to it continues unabated, is absard*. 
The fact that such symptoms may be relieved 
is undeniable— -and have we not,, indeed,, a daily 
proof of it in the successful administration of 
anodynes and sedatives of all sorts, in cases of 
acute pain, from wounds or other injuries of 
tiie system, while these remain yet uncontrolled 
by the power of medicine ? 

The following cases speak whole volumes on 
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this subject, if I may use the expression; and 
hj those who are fillly sensible of the value of 
a medicine which can arrest the violence of a 
symptom, without interfering with our endea- 
vour lb effect a complete cure with other reme^ 
4^m at the same time^ as has been often the case 
wkb cimffl; etf Itemiook^ the aoqtiisition of the 
afydBo^jODic add will be duly iq>preciat(9d.^ 

Ca0B XEJ&^Mrs.. Uplon consulted me in^ 
Hie qpnng of 1^9, ia eoaseq|iieBce of a barasfr^ 
kng and incessant eougb^ under whicb Ae 
1mA snflfered far some yeoM. The attacks foliK 
knred eadt other rs^idly; but on the approach 
•f winter^ or after much exertion, or ascending 
ikit stairs, the paroxysms became even more- 
wevem^ Her nig^ rest was not unusualty di»- 
torbed by them ; and she generally coughed for 
upwards of an hour,, on rising from bed,^ every 
Morning. When^ I first saw her, she laboured 
mider considerable dyspnoea — spoke with some 
, smd not without checking herself air 
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HECTIC — AND SYMPATHETIC COUGH^ 

W 

Under this denomination t mean to inehide 
two of the most harassing* 9yraptc»n» attendant 
on organic derangementi. irregttlari47 of asima! 
ftinotioiui, or aanatafal* aoeomulation of floidv 
within any of the cavities of the bodj» These 
symptoms are at time» so dis^ressmf , tfiat 
any sort of relief is wdcome*— nor ant I ix^ 
be toldy that to combat a symptom with a view 
to allay it, while the complaint which has 
given rise to it coatinues unabated^ is absurd. 
The fact that such symptoms may be relieved 
is nndeniable— and have we not,, indeed,, a daily 
proof of it in the successful administration of 
anodynes and sedatives of all sorts, in cases of 
acute pain, from wounds or other injuries of 
tiie system, while these remain yet uncontrolled 
by the power of medicine ? 

The following cases speak whole volumes on 
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this subject, if I may use the expression; and 
by those who are fillly sensible of the value of 
a medicine which can arrest the violence of a 
symptom, without interfering with our endea- 
?oi» lb effect a complete cure with other reme^ 
ilieB at the same time^ as has been often the case 
wkb cimffl; etf bemfook^ the aoqaisitien of the 
fiydto^ymio add will be daly appreciated. 

Ca0B XLIi.^Mr8» Uplon consnlted me io^ 
Hie spckig of iBi9, iat eoaseopieace of a barasfr^ 
j»g. and incessant coughs under whicb A» 
htfi snflfered for some ye&ps. The attacks foliK 
knred eadi oth^ rapidly; but on the approach 
ef winter^ or after much exertion, or ascending 
ikit stairs, the paroxysms became even more- 
wevere^ Her night rest was not unusualty di»- 
taibed by them ; and she generally coughed for 
apwards of an hour,, on rinng from bed,, every 
MMrning. When I first saw her, she laboured 
mider considerable dyspnoea — spoke with some 
difficulty, smd not without checking herself air 
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• "** Sbe has been afflicted with spasiUQdic asCbiMft 
M her life, and whenerer she catobes ^^okt, km 
a violent access of it; attended with -sbaKp 
pain through her shoulders -^pain jn the side-* 
heats and flashing, and every symptom attend- 
ing Uliow suflfeiing dso, and iwhich have-e^ 
creased since her residence in f amham. in 
tiie middle of summer, her jmatliiiig is 4^ 
cult, and the least agitation produces an almost 
suspension. Her spirit^ are .v^y good, hot 
her pulse vary, as the apothecary tells me. He 
one day wished to bleed her; bat was willing 
to try the effect of a strong aperient, and a 
blister on the chest. Both did their duty; but 
no relief, materially, ensued ; and the day fol- 
lowing the pulse were in that state, as he said, 
it would have been injurious to bleed her: 
which however on the third day he did, from 
a return of the original necessity for it." 

^' 'There was no indication of inflanunation 
jvisible in the blood; but it relieved her very 
mucK ^T^^ the attack subsided. This damp 
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"Wttitlittr afifocts her, and though she is able tO 
^ her work, still she is never out of pain.* 
:81ia 18 about ^ years old, and very healthy in 
jM <yther respects*" 

Instead of an asthma, I was disposed to look 
(i^n this woman's case as one of stomach and 
Kver complaint, and the oough as the result of 
:sympathy between those organs and ihe lungs* 
Jfy fidvice therefore was to attack the real 
^disease by suitable means, and the cough at the 
^ame time with the Hydro-cyanic Acid. To 
^is recommendation I received the following 
^mswer on the second of June. 

'** We were unable to follow your prescrip- 
tions nntil within the last twenty-four hours (as 
1 sent to London for the ingredients that they 
<might'be good) she took. the prussic mixture in 
^he twenty-four hours, beginning at noon yes- 
%erday. At night she took the powder, and 
^be- emetic this morning; passed tm indiffisrent 

* ** In tier chest, side, and shoulders ; ivith pricking bunung im 
ter stomacb, m she*expretHie8 it.*' 
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night, great shooting pains in the back and 
stomach, and coughed rather more than asaaL 
The emetic acted wonderfolly. She was sick 
nine times, and brought off each time nothiiy 
bat bile and phlegm: this seems to c<mfinD 
your view of the nature of her disorder, and 
has g^ven her great hopes of ultimate eure. 
Of course, she feels very languid and drowsy; 
but this I believe belongs to the Pmssic Acid.'' 
In reply to this communication,^ I urged the 
continuation of the same medicines, and par- 
ticularly the repetition of the Prussic Acid» of 
which I desired eight drops to be taken in the 
day in a suitable mixture. The result of such a 
treatment has been, that the ** patient recovered 
her natural health in the short space of a toeei; 
•and got rid of her cough and spasmodic asthma, 
in the short space of four days." Such were 
the expressions of her mistress to a friend, at 
the time; and such were those she used at a 
subsequent period, when I had the pleasure 
of a personal interview with her. 
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Case XUV. — ^While in attendance, last 
-winter, on one of the children of the Earl of 
l^embroke that was slightly incommoded; my 
advice was desired respecting a young female 
tfenrant, who, for some time, had been afflicted 
with a singular sort of cough, and was, other<^ 
wise, much indisposed. On inquiry, I found that 
fliis young woman had suffered for some time 
from a suppression of the menses, in conse« 
qnence of getting her feet wet; and that an 
inflammation of the chest had been- the result* 
For this she had been properly bled by Mr. 
Walker of St. James's Street, and appeared to 
get well of that attack ; but soon relapsed and 
became worse. My notes supply me with the 
following memoranda of her history, from Hie 
]teriodwhen she came under my care. JaneRo* 
berts, a short, stout-made,, girl from the coun- 
try, aged 20 years, with dark hair and eyes, is- 
tfflBicted with an almost incessant cough, which, • 
tftfirst, seems easy, but which^ at the close of each^ 
paroxysm, becomes highly distressing.. During- 

o 
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the attack, a cwious ondidatory motion is per- 
ceived in tke whole ran^ of the trachea^ pro- 
ceediag from the angular hollow of the ttte|[niim 
upwards towards the glottis, attended by a 
singular noise, distinct from that of the cou^h. 
An immediate effort at swallowing next takes, 
place, as if to counteract this motion; when a. 
sound, louder than what accompanies the act of 
gMlping, is produced. The patient states, that 
pn those occasions she actually feels something, 
yery thick, rising in her throat, producing a: 
sense of suffocation. The sound of the coiig^ 
is somewhat like that in croup; but were I to. 
attempt a descriptioa of the whole phenomenon. 
I should compare it to a strong current of air 
forced, at short intervals, through an elastic, 
tube endowed with many thick valveSj^ which 
being fastened by one half of their circumfe', 
rience, and loose at the other, present to the aur 
a simultaneous resistance, and a free passage. 
Qr in other words, what is perhaps neaser to 
the reality of the case*— it seem^ aa if the aiir^ 
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daring* ezpiiatioii, while the patient is con^-^ 
mgr experienced some resiatanoe at each car- 
tOagideiui semi-ring of the wind pipe, dilating 
«■ it passed, and thns producing the external 
piMBemenon noticed aboye. Be this as it may^ 
I Mcertamed ttiat the pow gprl was suffmng 
from inflammation of the chest, perhaps owing to 
a translation of fluids ; I therefore ordered her 
to- be Med, to have her feet put into warm 
trater firequently, to be purged, blistered, aad 
ta- take cooUag antisthenic powders, Mr. 
Wrifctf OB finding ike blood inflamed, very 
pieperiy repeated the bleeding, and the patient 
again reooyered from diis attack. But, every 
mcmfln dMut the time when the menses should 
have appeared, there was a repetition of 
Hie symptoBMi, requiring a vepetitiott of the 
meaM of core. The eongh alone seemed: 
ta kemain Ott same throuf^out; whether in«; 
flawimarion were present cmt net. Itnbwoccos^ 
Mdtane^ that the liver was perhaps as mnek. 
ia-frndt aa t}ie. ehe«V'«HtI ikeic<»r& desiriad) 

o2 
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SECTION FOURTH- 
HECTIC — AND SYMPATHETIC COUGH^ 

Under this denomhrntieii 1 me«i to ineltide' 
two of tbe most harassing' S]rinptcHn» attendant 
€si organic derangemmrti irregularity of anima! 
fnnetion^^ or umatond' aoennrahitien of fltddf 
withm any of the cavities of tbe body. These 
symptems are at tiine» so dktreasngy Ihaff 
any sort of relief is^ wdcome«— nor anr I isk 
be toMy tiiat to combat a symptom with a Yfew* 

to sdlay i^ while lite complaint which has^^ 
given rise to it continues unabated^ is absurd. 

The fact that snch symptoms may be relieved 

is nndeniable— and have we not, indeed^ a daily 

proof of it in the successful administration of 

anodynes and sedatives of all sorts, in cases of 

acate pain, from wounds or other injuries of 

the system, while these remain yet uncontrolled 

by the power of medicine ? 

The following cases speak whole volumes ao 
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this sobjecty if I may use the expression; and 
by those who are fully sensible of the value of 
a medicine which can arrest the violence of a 
symptom, without interfering with our endea- 
JFeox $0 eBect a complete cure with other reme^ 
4m at the same time^ as has been often the case 
wklir opium or liemfock,. the aoq^iiiition of the 
iiydto-cyanic add will be duly appreciated*. 

Ca0b XIJi.--Mrs. Upton consulted me iit 
Hie spfii^ of 18199 i^ coase<|iieiice of a harasft-^ 
ifBig and incessant coughs under which Ae 
iMftt suffered fyr some yecoRS. The attacks foliK 
lowed- eadt other rapidly; but on the approach 
d- wmteTy or after muck exertion, or ascending 
ibe stairs, the paroxysms became' even more- 
aev^pe. Her ni^t rest was not unusually dis>- 
teirbed by them ; and she generally coughed for 
opwards of an hoiu*,. on rising from bed,, every 
jMoming, When I first saw her, she laboured 
mider considerable dyspnoea — spoke with some 
difficulty, and not without cheoking bersdf air 



came on, attended with flaahingft and p6i>» 
aspirations at night. On getting raAer better 
pf these, the cough alone remaiDedt (always 
jNrith the pain in &e regi(m of the livei^ ac- 
companied by , an mieqaal sort of expectora* 
tion, for it was sometisnea abundant, and ^kscs^ 
^ionally scanty. When the latl^r occonre^^ it 
was thick and almost coneret»; while, 4»ft ikf 
contrary, it was thin, frothy^ and mncons^'if 
the former prevailed. With all these synqi* 
toms there were loss of apfstibe, wasting of 
ilesb, and conseqncDt debility. The acid was 
begun, under my direction, in doses ^ eight 
drops ; and the cough was so for influenced by 
it, that on the night of the second day the 
patient slept for six hours uninterruptedly, with* 
out once coughing, an occurrence to which sbe 
bad been a stranger for nearly ten months. Her 
appetite had completely returned, by the time 
she bad taken about 100 drops of the add; 
and after six weeks, although her side was 
^till, and probably always will be, more or less 
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'palnfhl^ yetjp her hmgs seemed to be less in- 
fittenced by the morbid state <^ the liver. She 
now coughs but seldom, «nd then in a manner 
"by hb means distressing. 

* Castb XLVI. Mrs. Goodby, aged 40^ resi- 
dlnif in- Marshall Street, Golden Square, r^ 
qildsted iDj attendance, through my friend 
%*• C Hatohison, of Spring Gko^en, late 
'f@mici|Md Stirgeon of the Royal Naval Hospital 
1ft Deal* She had lately miscarried, and had 
the tnisfortmie of losing her hnsband at the 
Ittttie time. Her moral as well as physical 
iystem was mdnnged. She lied in bed from 
weakn^s after a considerable loss of bloody 
had cM&tant fever^ coagh, anorexia, and suf- 
fered from want of sleep. Her constituticm 
seized inclined to the developement of phthisis^ 
she and her friends, indeed, considered faier bs 
consumptive. My opinion, however, beiug 
ftomieWhat difi^rent; and finding that after re- 
covetitig from the defoiUty produced by the 
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aiiscarriage, the patient assomed a more &Yor- 
^ble appearance, I deibermined on treating tbe 
-cough as a sympathetic one, arising from an 
■extensive ulcer in the right leg, of a bad cha- 
ract^y and surrounded by occasional and i?ide- 
49preadi^g erysipelatous inflammation, for which 
she bad claimed the skilful aid of Mr.,Hiitchi- 
Json. I accordingly gave her the Pnjissic Acid 
in the usual way, and watched; the progress of 
;the disorder. The cough was considerably di- 
minished after the second day* She became 
more comfortable in every way, and ]^ her 
bed in what may be called tolerable health* 
Still her leg continues sore, and occasionally 
inflamed, and when that is the case, the cough 
becomes more troublesome, either at night, or 
early in the morning; but, on these occasions, 
a dose of the acid is sure of almost instantly 
checking it. 

Case XLVII.— Sarah Bock, aged 24, re- 
siding in Ogle Street, has sufiered from a dis- 
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-teased* ovaridm in the left side, ever since her 
fast confinement. For upwards of ten months 
8he*liad a continued pain in the left hypochon-^ 
drium; with soreness extending occasionally 
across the abdomen. She wasted gradually 
imder it, and had a constant fever* Congh of a 
very distressing' kind i^ame on soon afterwards^ 
and the pnbe indicated a sympathetic consump*^ 
tion. The means 1 took to remedy the original 
ttisease, which was accompanied by all its 
nsnid symptoms^ not necessary to be detailed, 
teemed, at first, to diminish it essentially; but 
the cough was by no means abated in propdr- 
fion. I therefore resolved to combine the Prns^ 
sic Acid with the medicines she had already 
taken with so much advantage. She began it 
on tiie 15th of January, and this- day, 12th' of 
February, (1819) shehas returned me her thanks 
for having released her from all the sufferings 
which her cough occasioned. During the whole 
time of its administration, little or no expec- 
toration was present, yet no oppression at the 
chest arose from the absence of it^ 
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The sympathy exerted bj a ^senied ovarimo 
pa tbe lungs U by iio meaos siagolar* 19 the 
Above casa, ihere is a possibility of tbe ongioAl 
43isease being entirely removed; still it is 
mnoia» to observe, that although it yet con- 
Jtiaaes in existence^ its baneful influence on the 
lungs is kept conqpletely in check by the 
powerful agency of the Prussic Acid. 

Gas IB XLYIII.— '* A young wojna]i« aged 
20, tall, of slight make, rather subject to a 
winter cough, was ill witb typhus fev^ in tbe 
month of August, 1818. The most alarmii\g 
appearance was tbe indication of sob-acute in- 
flammation of the brain, when debility at th^ 
19th day of the fever was itself very threateur 
ing* The symptoms in question were, consi- 
derable appearance of red vessels in the tunica 
cpnjunctiva, a glassy look of the cornea, and a 
wild expression of countenance, active deliriui^i 
at intervals, and a very frequent pulse, marked 
by a degree of wiry hardness. Blood was 
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iKen from the arm twice, at first to the amonKF^ 
of six ounces, the next time, and at the end a 
24 hours, of five ounces. Leeches to the ti 
pies, €old lotion to the head, and other usnd 
means of treatment, which is not to my presold 
immediate purpose to describe, were omploye^'l 
witli eventual success ; dangei-, however, mark^V 
in^ every step of the slow progress which waJfa 
made. When a month had elapsed, from thrfl 
time of the original attack, and the first sympi^l 
toms of convalescence from the fever wertfJ 
dawning, a cough, which had heen hithertK'^ 
6nly occasional and slight, became troublesome^ 
and in a few days to the degree of being incei 
Sant, and now attended with regular paroxys 
of hectic fever,* twice in the twenty hourBi J 
the succeeding perspirations being- profuse, ttfl 
was in vain that the most studied means titi 
relief, according to die ordinary rules of treat^l 
ment, were employed against the couj 
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bectic fever« which threatened to hurry thi^ 
poor e:i^hausted patient very quickly to the 
gjave. I then prescribed the Prussic A^d 1^ 
the amount of eight drops for the twenty-fowc 
hours, in a mixture^ according to the usual 
formula. Towards the procuring of any com-' 
posure from the cough^ opiates bad been neces- 
sary in repeated doses each nighty but were 
given only with partial success ; but after two 
days use of the Acid, the narcotic was scarcely 
resorted to, and when four days had elapsed, it 
was entirely laid aside. The medicine was 
gradually increased in dose one drop per diem> 
up to tweiaty-four drops, and it uniformly 
agreed. An occasional aperient was necessary. 
By degrees the pulse abated from its frequency 
of 120; the expectoration, which had been 
copious and puriform, lessened, and at the end 
of about three weeks ceased ; the hectic fever 
^which had been marked by rigour, hot skin* 
flashed cheeks, and profuse perspiration, in 
the usual order of succession^) also^ at the end 
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of a week, or at the most ten days^ took its 
leave; and in sbort^ at tbe period of three 
weeks, all bad been accomplished by the me« 
dicine which we could desire^ and the several 
flmctioiis were so far restored to health, that 
•she took for a short time longer simply a 
cascarilla mixture, with a nourishing plan of 
diet, and after another week, went into the 
country, in order to establish her convales* 
cence. In this object she perfectly succeeded, 
and continues well ; she being now restored to 
her former embonpoint, strength and spirits."* 

* Commaiiioated by Dr. Scadamcrei and inserted b mj first 
editidii. 
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SECTION FIFTH. 

WHOOPING COVQH* 

This, like many other Gomptaints, has been 
▼arioasly described, explained, accounted &r, 
and treated ; jast as the prerailing notions have 
1>een consonant with the hMUoral or solid-— 
sthenic or asthenic-spasmodic or infiammatory, 
doctrines in pathology. The latter being the 
fasfiionable one after whose monld we are now- 
B^days to shape ahnost every disease— it most 
toot create sarprize if the whooping-congb, wUcb 
has hitherto been considered as a spasmodic af- 
fection, be now called, by a few ilaedical writers, 
a disease of inflammation. Hence, do we find in 
certain recent publications, some spirited pro- 
tests, from one or two practitioners (who must 
certainly have forgot their Cullen, or know more 
than that celebrated physician} against the prac- 
tice of treating the whooping-cough simply by 
gentle evacuants, and anti-spasmodic or sedative 
medicines— nor is the Prussic Acid,, which has 
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been commended in this malady, spared of its 
full share of their wrath. Hence, again, are we 
told that " to attempt to oure this disease by any 
other means than bleeding and mercury, u an 
absurdity; and as mercmry^ (they say) when recom^ 
mended to combat acute u^Uxmmation, must he 
enjoyed in so vigorous a manner as to affect the 
mouthy or the physician may as well '* consider 
himself accessary to the death of the patienf*-^ 
a follows that children must be salivated to get 
rid ef the whooping-cough ! To be serious : I 
hope that the day will never arise wh^i these 
bold experimental results of hospital or dis* 
jpensary practice, in which no responsibility 
attaches to the e:8Lperimentor acting upon patir 
ent^j, who ^* were not seen afterwards," who> 
** wpre lost sight of,'* or who " were seen na 
Hiore," ere they were cured — ^wiU be assumed 
as e^umples for our conduct in private practice^ 
J( is ope thing to prescribe in the presence of 
a. law admiring pupils, for a patieut^ who, 
wb^i^^niitted withia the waUs of an hospital 
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or on the registers of a dispensary, seems to 9ar- 
render every right to complain and be dissatisv 
fied ; and another, to treat a disease occnrriDg 
within the bosom of an anxiously-watching 
family, whose every look and question are di- 
rected to ascertain the physician's sound judg- 
ment, and mature personal experience. It is 
this sort of fearful responsibility attached to 
the latter situation, more than any which may 
belong to the office of a physician in public 
practice, which tempers the high-mettled fancy 
of a youthful schemer into the sober mind- 
fulness of a rational practitioner. 

The whooping-cough is a complaint so well 
known, that to atteraipt giving any symptomatic 
or characteristic description of it in this place, 
would be useless. I will, however, state, once 
for all, that the whooping-cough, in itself, is 
never an inflammatory disease— for no traces of 
inflammation have been found in the respiratory 
organs of those who have fallen victims to it— 
and that when the complaint has been very 
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violenty and has lasted a great length of time,, 
.and then only, tokens of infianimation have been 
fonnd in the brain, as the result of strong and 
oftei^ repeated spasms of the organs of respi- 
xationj, producing a great determination of 
blood to the head*'*^ 

I shall now proceed to detail a few cases of 
whooping-cough, in which I have made use of 
no other medicine, than the Prussic Acid, and 
with success: and I do this the more willingly, as 

* In. the Iflt Tolmne of the " Memoire Soientificshe eletterarie 
deir Atene^ di Treybo," pabiished in 1817, there if a paper 
ooiiUuBmg the re soH of extensiye pathdogieal inqairiea, made by 
■ef;eral physicians and surgeons of that town, into the nature and 
seat of Tarioas complaints. On the snbject of whooping-coagB, 
.whieh bad been epidemioa] in 1816 atTreviso, a table of SSaaft- 
timiical examinations of children after death is |pren»from which it 
appears, that in all of them there were more or less signs of tar- 
giditj of the blood vessels in tiie bead, or seroas effnsion ; that 
BO sjmptoms of disease oocnrred in the chest, except in a few 
iadiridaals, who presented an incipient phlogosis, or plethora, 
or seroas effasion in that cavity. The wind-pipe was foond con- 
sftanliy healthy, akhoagh lined with a frothy, blackish and a^ 
kesiYe mncus* 
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tn; pablicand privatepiTfllclice fW tiie kMtwfr 
years has supplied me with abtrndimt ep^^orto* 
idty for so doiBg«— and also/ 'because l"itiive' 
l)cen blamed for baTing, im iny ftnst ^diliW> 
^rimply alluded to, instead of gftin^ cases of th<^ 
complaint at fall lengtibi. 

€asb XLIX.— tVd tMdreb of Mt^ Htz- 

« 

-{rerald, feH ill idth the wboopingwcoiigli in Toijifr 
1^9^ at some distance from' td^wn; and Ita^tt^ 
ueen^'eany consnineu Tespecnnj^ tne tyest mone 
of treating than, I lost not a moment in sng- 
jesting the use of the Prossic Acid, 1 also 
requested to be informed of aoy change tfaot 
might take place daring its use, and of the 
•apparent effect of that medicine im the cUl^en. 
On the 23d of the same month I received a 
letter, stating that ** on the eleventh day alter 
taking the Prussic Acid, my liMe patients were 
almost recovered— that the youngest had ceased 
io cough the last three days — while the eldest 
coughed still, but a loose, easy, coinmon soit 
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a €«ii|^; and fhat dHhongli there waa ttill a 
mhiwi p aoaompaaying it at mgkt, it was but a 
faabla ^otte.'^ ^ The dLMurder," the UUer conti* 
Mi^ ** waa dying away^ as they eat heartily, and 
the Uaokaasa under fhe eyes was quite gone» 
As weH as the ievet, lasgour^ resdeasnefis^ &c.^ 
I recomnended a ehtrngenf airland this aditice 
leas -fisBewed ahnast imoiediatdy. Tba oongh 
•oan afterwar d s left tbe, eldest girl vSfio; and 
tbegr botib retamdl ia their home qaito re* 
isoireeed. A sebpse, :h0w;e^MN% ocewfed in the 
latter place, and the Pnassie Acid >ras again 
had neceorse to, and osnfinned wntil no tnai^e 
ef tfte'Coniplaint Mnained fadiind. 

Casb L.-^Tonr yoong efaiUMO, duree beys 
ao4L^ gM, of Wm. Hamilton^ Esq* were utr 
tacked^ almost simultaneonsly with the whoop*- 
iag Gong^ in the montii of May last; the two 
f onngeat widi ferer and sympiioms of pyrexia^ 
to whidi vomiting, soon after, sooceeded. AAar 
openipgthe bowels with suitable medicines, and 
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giving some cooliajg powders to those who kad 
fever, I proceeded to administpr thePmssie 
Acid:to all, at first in an almond ei&iilsioi^ ind 
next in a camphorated mixture,.' - The effebt«£ 
the medicine was not the isame in iall' fon^. 
One of the patients, ceaisedto^nrhbop ahnost 
immediatdy. The two next'continiiedto congK 
for some ti^e longer; and' a fourth, .thejrkiQhgest 
but one,' seemed sbarcely to feel the. inflaeiioe 
of the medicine; for he cohtina^i eved afiei^ 
the complete recovery of liis brothers and sister^ 
tb> pough, whdop, and TOiliit.. His/ general 
health too, appeared to suffer (torn the profon-^ 
gation of the complaint. The girlwas the first 
who got well; for at the end of ten days she 
was scarcely ever heard to cougb,^- and -therein 
the ordinary manner, only, of people: affecfted 
with catarrh. She had no relapse. ' Three of 
her brothers got well next — that is within the 
third week of taking the Acid; but a parotid 
and tonsillar swelling, with fever, occurred in 
one of them at the same time, which required 
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tibe applicaticm of leeches^ and the adoption of 
a.bridL aysteni of evacaation by tbe bowels* 
The Prassic Acid was continued notwithstand- 
i&g.^: the pati^at taking a tea*spoonful of the 
mixtore, oontaining abont one drop of the Acid, 
every .three hoars. At the end of six weeks 
liis recorery, also, was complete. 

. CA6B U.-— Master Hedges, aged nine years, 
was seized with the whooping cough almost 
suddenly in March last, when I was desired 
to see him. .This boy had been under my 
care before, in consequence of mesenteric 
obstruction, . of which he had got quite well by 
seans of a suitable treatment. His former 
^^mplaint had left him weak, and I considered 
biai.anunfeivburable .i^ubject for such a trying 
(disease' as 'the whooping cough. I found the 
young sufferer with a quick pulse, much tiiirst, 
and considerable difficulty of breathing; hard 
cough, with tbe peculiar convulsive whoop at 
iachikaroxysm, aft^ Wbic)» Us fopd wasbrougbt 
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mpf and much phlegia expedoniM. A mixtwre 
«f oil of almonchi, woeili^e of paat andtt<v 
bsLmm of tohir ft^d Prasne Add, was ordered,' 
in the dose of a tea^spoMrfal tatoi frequent]^]!! 
tbe day, and partieidaffly after eadli paraxysm; 
In at^ry feirdii^ liiebr^athaig' became freer--* 
the cough less troablesoaie— and the wlioop less 
constant; the vomiting, however, continuing as 
beftffe, irtienever he had &aj severe, attack. 
Finding the re^iratory functiein mucli iaipro*' 
▼ed» t changed Ate above mixtare for one com« 
loosed of camphor, hypscyamus, and Prassic 
Aeid>; the dose of tbe htttei to be takea was 
double that which had been prescribed before. 
The attacks, soon after this change was made iat 
the medicine, became less freqaent-^vomiting 
occurred but seldom — and, in another fortnigbl^ 
the disease had wholly dise4ppear6d« One •£ 
his brothers was cared by nearl^F Ilia tmmffi 
means; some time afterwavds^^ 

Casbs LU. and Iini.-«*Master Beid ani 
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Miai n^id weire pat imder my care, while mi^ 
fyty^ m^ex. severe paroxysms of pertUMig*^ 
7%e^omtplflint bad lasted some time, and every 
nedicine thi^t three different mediCai praotir 
tiweirs* wbol^ beeo consulted^ could prescribe 
or devise, was tried in vain. Application was 
made to me simply on account of the Prussic 
Acid, .to which the mother was anxious to give 
a tiiaL Although I have but little confidence 
in thia medicine as a remedy for the complaint 
in question, when of long standings I was 
wiUing to con^ly with the mother's request; 
and the Prwsic Acid was- administered pre* 
cisely in the same manner as that described! 
towarcU the conclusion «f the preceding case^r 
Contrary to my expectations, these two pattentr 
aecof erad much sooner Ihaa I had, bera le^- tm 
flOfipiese; for at the second .visit, the disei^i»0 
ka4 sg lar. dwindled into a eommoa sort of easy 
eoBgfa^ without eitiitt whe^p^ fevec» temitiig^ 
dr. ether uneasiness^ that I fdt. there iMi ba 
longer, ai^ nccaainniwt my .lei^c«if . I .theeaif 



312 CASES OP WHOOPING COUGH 

fore took mj leave, requesting to be informed 
should the children not soon get quite well. 
No summons ever reached me afterwards; so 
Aat it may fairly be supposed, that the young 
patients were not long in recovering their na« 
tural health. 

In my public practice at the Westminster 
General Dispensary, I have had numerous op- 
portunities of witnessing the beneficial efiTects 
of the hydrO'Cyanic acid in whooping-cough. 
Out of many cases of that complaint which I 
have thus treated, I have reason more particu* 
larly to mention those of two boys and a girl 
named Dudbridge, and of Mary Marr, aged 
19 months, because application was made to 
me, after they had all failed in obtaining reli^ 
from the ordinary means prescribed by other 
ph3rsicians, of whose advice they had eiyoyed 
the benefit on several other occasions at public 
charities. From my register it appearsi that 
die recovery of the; three Dudbridge's took 
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place in the space of twenty-six days, and that 
of Mary Marr in about ten days. The latter 
had been ill ten weeks when she was first seen 
by me. The Prassic Acid employed at the 
INspensary was procured from Mr. Garden, 
and was kept and administered with great care 
by the Apothecary* 

Mr. Pitty in his communication to me, says, 
" I have given the Prussic Acid in a case of 
whooping-cough, with greater success than I 
ever exhibited any medicine before." 

Mr. Rudland has sent me the following case 
of whooping-cough, dated Dartmouth, October 
10th, 1819. I give it precisely in his own 
words, because it is drawn up with much care, 
and contains details which cannot fail to prove 
interesting to those who, with the author, think 
that tiie Prussic Acid may be employed with 
much benefit against the distressing complaint^ 
which fornLS the subject of the present section* 
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Cash MV. ~ " Mary Ann fr ; ■ , a fine 
AiU, eight months old, bern of a lympbatk 
parent, was attacked in December 1818^ wiA^ 
irfaooping-congh, at that time very prevaleBit in 
Hds town. The most approved and active en* 
ratiye means were adopted, but wi^ little ob*> 
vious benefit. The cough coutinned obslioate 
and harassing ; with difficult expectoration and 
freqneHt vomiting, particularly after taking any 
fbod or the breast. During the night, Hie pa- 
roxysms became so frequent aad severe^ as 
scarcely to allow the little sufferer time to re* 
cover from one fit of coughing before she ex« 
perienced another. Sometimes her strength 
was so much exhausted by the violence of the 
paroxysm, that she would remain in a eome^ose 
state tin visited by the succeeding attaok« H^r 
nights were consequently restless and diatress* 
ing. She had lost all relish for food, and bed 
become much emaciated. Her brother, a few 
years older, attacked about the same time, had 
fallen a tictim to the disease ; and as medicine 
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alone, in tbe present case, failed to relieve bar, 
Ae was advised a cbange of air, and was there- 
fore takm fifteen miles into tbe country. For 
Hie first week the change appev ed highly be- 
ttefioial ; her cough, vomiting, and diiScolty of 
lypeaduDg were mnch relieved; her appetite 
increased, and great hopes were entertained of 
a speedy recovery. A short time shewed the 
fallacy of these hopes, in the return of the dis- 
tressing symptoms, with equal if not increased 
■everity. The fits of coughing became more 
fireqnent, and expectoration so difficult, that at 
each paroxysm, fears were entertained that the 
HMfe suffers would eventually be suffocated. 
fiix weeks after her removal from this place, 
fllie letncftedt and I was requested to see her. 
I foiuid her in a comatose state after a severe 
£t of oeaghiAg* weak and emaciated, with la- 
fciriow lespcr^ition, feeble and irregular pnlsc^ 
her face, bead and neck covered with a 
sweat. Having before tried ever|r 
Aiog nmmlOy had recpnne to upon moh ooqa* 

p2 
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sionSy 1 determined to giro the Hydro-cyanic 
Acid, altbongh I bad little hopes, I mast cob« 
fesSy of any favoarable result from it, in this 
apparently hopeless case. But as I considered, 
even a temporary relief a great desideratum, if 
it were possible to procure it, I ordered h^ 
the following mixture t 

R. Acidi Hydrocyanici in. iii. 

Misturae amygdalae f I iss. 

Syropi tolutani f 5 iu 
F. M. capiat cochl. ii miDima quartis horis. 

" This occurred on the 25th of May, and on 
the following morning I found she had passed 
a bett er night. The paroxysms were still se- 
vere, but her breathing was something better, 
and she had vomited but once since taking the 
acid. Her bowels being rather costive, a few 
grains of rhubarb were ordered, and the mix- 
ture directed to be continued every three hours* 
In the evening she was evidently better, and 
had taken the breast twice, which she had re- 
fused for several days before. The rhubarb 
bad relieved her bowels. The night from the 
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26th to the 27th was pretty good, the patient 
coughed but seldom, and the paroxysms had 
been less severe. I found her sleeping in her 
cradle — her pulse more natural — and her breath* 
ing free. The mixture to be continued, with 
ail increase of one drop of the acid. The 
amendment went on regularly the following day, 
and became more apparent towards the even- 
ing, when I found that she had continued to take 
the breast, had besides taken a little panada^, 
and had not vomited since the preceding day. 
On the 28th, the breathing was much better, 
pulse more natural, coughed twice only in the 
night. Paroxysms were comparatively trifling. 
Had several hours comfortable sleep and awoke 
mnch refreshed. Expectoration copious, but 
much easier. The mixture with the acid was 
directed to be continued. On the 29th the 
report was, that she had passed a good night, 
had coughed only once towards the mornings 
her expectoration was free, and much decreased, 
pulse, tongue and skin natural. Another drop. 
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of the acid was added to the mixtare, which 1 
gave directions riiould be contiiMied.'' 

** I conceive it unnecessary to give a fnrther 
diomal detail of this case, as froat this period 
her recovery was progressive ud rapid ; fi^ at 
the end of ten days from her commeDeiiig the 
acid, she was convalescent A diminished 
quantity of the acid in combination with a v^ 
getable tonic, was eontinned at more distant in* 
t^vals for ten days longer, at which period she 
was free from disease, and has not eitpeiienced 
any retnrti." 

It would be a waste of time to attempt giving 
the nnmerons authorities in support of the as- 
sertion, that the Pmssic Acid is one of the best 
remedies that have hitherto been proposed in 
whooping-cough, unattended by any sevare sub- 
'sequent inflammation. Works have been writ* 
ten purposely to prove it — reports have been 
published from several public institutions abroad 
to confirm it— and many respectable and emi- 
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nent practitioners have testified it in the moat 
nnequivocal language in the pablic journals. 

. Ai the aame^ time^ I am not disposed to with- 
hold from the pablic, that I have occasionally 
boeo altogether disappointed in my expecta- 
tioos of the efTects of the Prussic Acid ia 
wbo(^ing*cough; and that in some few in^- 
gtaoces^ the beneficial result obtained from it, 
W4ii not so rapid as in the msyority of cases, it 
WiU be found to be. Is a medicine the less 
commendable, because some instances of its 
iailore are recorded, t 



ill' il^ iiiliw 
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SECTION SIXTH. 

ASTHMA. 

Nothing is more distressing to witness than 
what is called an attack of asthma; the patient 
when seized with it, starts up in bed, and calls 
aloud for the windows and doors to be open, 
has all the curtains undrawn, and seeks for air 
with a panting breast and gaping month. The 
lower jaw is forced as far downward as possible, 
in hopes of a greater inspiration. After some 
time, cough of the most harassing kind comes 
on, expectoration occasionally follows, and the 
patient sinks quite exhausted on his pillow, 
without much prospect of rest. Such is the 
terrible affection, I next thought it possible to 
alleviate, by means of the Prussic Acid. Those 
among my readers who are professional men, 
will readily see the analogy which brought me 
to such a determination, and they will be satis^ 
fied to find that success proved the expediency 
of the measure. IIithertf> I have had but few 
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opportunities of this kind, in which I have em-^ 
ployed the Pnissic Acid» 

Ca6B LV. — Mr. K , an elderly gentle^ 

man, nearly related to the author, has beenr 
suffering from asthma for upwards of six years. 
On the approach of every winter, his complaint 
assumes an alarming type, the breathing be- 
oomes exceedingly difficult, and is further op. 
pressed by the smallest exertion, or by cold 
air and foggy weather. The attacks come on 
at uncertain periods, and during the intervals 
which elapse between them> a short, dry, snap- 
pish, and incessant' cough, unattended by any 
expectoration, renders* him uncomfortable by 
day, and sleepless by night. His appetite di- 
minishes gradually on such occasions, and no» 
tiling but the slightest food can be taken into 
tiie stomach without producing tibe worst symp- 
toms. The secretions and excretions are very 
irregular, the latter often suspended^ There is 
a tendency to oedematous swelling of the legs^ 
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with chillinesB ; the pulse is quiet in die 
ing, at which time the patient is generattf 
better; but it becomes hurried towards noon, 
and is decidedly febrile and irregidar in the 
evening. There is at times such an anxiety 
and distress in his breathings as to shock die 
beholder at tbe convulsive swellings into which 
the muscles of the face are tiirown during the 
efforts of respiration. This slate of exquMite 
irritability— this inexpressible anguish, andaU 
the sufferings it produces, were removed by 
the free but cautious exhibition of the dilated 
Hydro-cyanic Acid. Mr, K * ■ now cougiis 
bat seldom, sleeps well at night, becomes more 
tmured to the change of weather, can easily 
bear exercise, and ascends a staircase without 
being forced to stop, or withont any oppression 
at the ehest. His own expressions are these :— 
'' I feel more comfortable, and in better bealtl^ 
than I have felt this long while.'* No depresa*- 
i^ effects were produced in this case by the 
acid ; and he is so fund of having reooone to 
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it; whemever a iUgbt attack of ooagh returns^ 
Itiat I baY6 bem obliged to caution him against 
Die uiHioderate and unnecessary tue of the* 
Hiedieiiie. 

Ca8B LVL— **^ Sarah R , aged 42, of a> 

lymphatic constitution,, the mother of several' 
ehtldrein, faa^ been for many years subject to 
dysfmoea, habitual cough, and occasional attacks 
ef s{M»smodio asthma. Until the last two years 
she only e^Lperienced severe attacks in the 
vinti^ season; but now they are easily pro* 
dttced by any exciting cause, as exposure to a 
eold or damp atmosphere, or any sudden change 
«f temperatiure. During the last eighteen 
naonthfi ehe has been repeatedly under my care^ 
and I have as often witnessed her extreme suf- 
ferings, wi&o«t f^ility to relieve them in any 
senatble degree; aliihough setiier, opium, and 
#itber pofrerfiil antispasmodics were admiois-' 
tened infevarygradaliott of s^brenglbj and variety 
of. combination.'' 
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" On the 26th of October, 1819, she sufiered 
a severe paroxysm, after having been caught 
in a shower of rain, to which she attribates it. 
I did not see her till the evening of the STtk, 
when I learned from her attendants (for she was 
nnable to articulate) that she had been attacked 
the preceding evening, and had passed a dread* 
ful night, with but little remission during the 
day. She had been led to the window for fresh 
air, where she stood supported by her friends ; 
having the most laborious respiration I ever 
witnessed, her mouth half open, her shoulders 
elevated ; both inspiration and expiration being 
performed with the greatest difficulty, and with 
a loud wheezing noise* Her countenance was 
morbidly pale, and indicative of the most ex- 
treme anguish and anxiety ; her pulse weak and 
irregular, and she evidently suffered great con- 
striction of the thorax: no doubt from spas- 
modic action of the muscular fibres of the 
bronchial systerii, and consequently obstructed 
circulation.*' 
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- ** Venesection had been tried at the very 
commencement of former paroxysms, withoat 
aay evident advantage; and in this instance I 
conceive it would have been highly injurionsi 
as from the time elapsed since the attack, it 
was probable, that either exhalation or effusioD 
had already taken place from the obstructed 
pulmonary vessels. Having given the Hydro- 
oyanic-Acid, with instant relief, in a slighter 
case of asthma convulshmm, I was deter* 
mined to try it in this, and therefore told her,, 
I wonkl send her something which I trusted 
would relieve her soon. This assurance (givea 
I must confess with an assumed confidence) 
was received by her with a melancholy negative^ 
shake of the head, and raising her eyes io 
Heaven, she intimated by her gesticulations^ 
tiiat it was from thence only she could expect 
relief/' 

B:^. Acidi Hjdro-cjanici min. xij. 
Mistura Amygdalae f S vj. 
Syrupi Tolutani fS iij* 
Fiat Mistura ^ujus capiat partem quartam secundk. 
^uaque hord. 
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** May 27th 1819, she felt somediiiig easier . 
toon after taking the &rst dose, which iras girea 
at seven P.M. ; and at nine it was repeated 
with still stronger evidence of its powerM and 
salutary influence. Before taking the third 
dose, the most ahurming symptoms were greatly 
relieved; her respiration became fre^, her 
palse more regular, her countenance indieataig 
a considerable alleviation of her suffering ; and 
before she fell asleep, which was about half an 
hoar after her taking the fhinl dose, she was 
aUe to articulate and express her sorprise at 
the sudden and unexpected relief* In the 
morning I learned from herself, HaaX she had 
slept several hours,, and towards the morning, 
was able to lay down in a horizontal position,, 
which she had not done for several nights pre« 
vious to her late severe attack. H«r pulse was- 
now more natural, her breathing tolerably easy \^ 
but she still complained of consideraMe pain, 
and constriction in the thorax." 

Ji«g4. ftiishiwi «t aatea. 
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** In the evesiBg, she experienced a slight in* 
crease of difficulty of breathing, &c. &c. and 
two drops of the acid were added to the even- 
ing dose of the mixture. She passed a good 
nighty and continued daily mendings without 
etxporienciDg any further relapse, and at the 
end of a week, from her first taking the acid 
(which was only increased to 2G drops in the 
24 hours) she was freer from cough and diffi- 
equity of breathing, than she had been, for several 
months^" 

^ It is^ worthy of remark, that after former 
paroxysms> although not so severe, great diffi- 
culty of breathing, incessant cougk, and oopi* 
ous expectoration, generally remained for 
weeks, and sometimes continued until a fresh 
paroxysm. In this instance, notmthstanding 
the time elapsed before its administration, the 
Hydro-cyanic Acid appears to have removed 
the morbid spasmodic action of the muscular 
fibres of tibe bronchial system, before exhala- 
tioa or effusion had taken place (at least to any 
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extent) ; thus happily preventing the nsaal sab- 
sequent difficulty ef breathing, &c. and render* 
ing expectoration unnecessary for the further 
»elief of the thoracic viscera." 

Case LVII. "In consequence of the relief 

which this patient experienced, I was directed 

to see a distant relation, laboring under the 

* 
same complaint, and in this case, the Hydro* 

cyanic Acid was given with the most decided 
advantage ; and from what I have seen of its 
effects in other cases of spasmodic asthma, I 
am led to believe, that it may not only be given 
with perfect safety in most cases of that dis- 
tressing disease, but that it will be found one 
of the most valuable articles in the materia 
medica, in all spasmodic affections."* 

♦ The two Iwt cases are from Mr. Radiand.- 
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SECTION SEVENTH. 

HEMORRHAGES — PAINFUL MENSTRVATIOJt. 

ABORTION. 

In my first edition, I merely alladed to the 
faculty which the Hydro-cyanic Acid seemed 
to possess of arresting haemorrhages, when de> 
pendent on nervous excitement and irritability. 
I then mentioned a case of threateuing abor- 
tion, attended with much pain and flooding, in 
which the use of the Hydro-cyanic Acid heid 
arrested the latter, and quieted the former; 
while abortion itself was prevented. I also 
stated a case of spitting of blood, cored ii| the 
short period of five days with the same medi- 
cine, by Mr. A. T. Thomson. I am now 
enabled, from subsequent experience, to en- 
large on this highly important subject, and ta 
lay before the public the following detailed 
cases, presenting matter for the most pleasing 
consideration. Let those '' whose expectations 
in controlling haemorrhages by means of th^ 
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Hydro-cyanic Acid, have not been realized in 
their practice/' read them with attention, and 
then once more attack any case of kamor* 
rhage, which their practice may offer th^n. by 
means of this powerful medicine.^ 



Casb LVIIl.—'' A man, 35 yeam of agej 
pf a strong constitution, robust, and of a cImk 
leric temperament; subject from bis infancy to 
bleeding from the nose, and latterly to hsen^or^ 
rfaoids, complained for abont a year of a pain in 
the epigastic region, accompcmied with a strong 
pulsation in that part. In the mean time his 
complaint did not prevent him from attending 



* £ cannot, in this place, forbear to remind the l^ter of a re* 
cent pamphlet on the Prassic Acid, that no expectations were 
held forth in the former edition of this work, of the ** marvellous*^ 
wd *' miraculous" effects of that medicine is controlUng pukio- 
nary and other hscmorrbages, as he has been pleased to assert, in. 
allnslon to some particular aathor — and that die having given the 
airof aqaotation to those gratuitous epithets, bj means of two ma-^ 
licioos inverted commas, will scarcely sneceed in preventing his 
readers from considering them as the poetical invention of his. 
brain. 
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to his trade* (tea day itftor haying travelled 
about to ?arioiis places in a rough vehicle: ha 
experienced a considerable augmentation of 
pain» which was followed by a copioas vomiUng 
of black bloody and a great degree of debility. 
Betunied home» he complained of anxiety-— 

hi« conntenance expressed bnt little animation ; 
the heat of the body was increased; his pulse 
was hard and full, -and his bowels were consti- 
pated. We gave him a decoction of tamarinds ; 
but he was not able to retain the medicine. 
The irritability of the stomach increased to 
such a degree^ that he rejected every thing that 
he tooki even a solution of gum-arabic. We 
were obliged to have recourse to glysters, and 
cold applications over the stomach; despite of 
ally the vomiting continued^ becoming more 
and more copious^ reducing the patient asto- 
nishingly. The pulse became small and feeble, 
his extremities were cold, and the constipation 
very obstinate. In this state of things, we 
determined to use the laurel^water in the dose 
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of sixty drops in a drink, of which a certain 
quantity was given every two hours, and at 
last every hour. It was the only medicine the 
patient could retain. It merits in this case, 
the eulogium which ThiUneus has given it. 
The first doses sensibly relieved the patient. 
The vomiting returned but once a day, in very 
small quantity, and finally ceased; as also did 
the pain in the epigastic region, and the anxiety. 
The patient was in a short time restored, and* 
continues in good health to this day."^ 



Case LIX. — The Honorable Mrs. 



consulted me on the subject of an alarming 
complaint in the chest, from which she had 
sufiered for upwards of a twelvemonth. At 
the period of my first visit, independent of 
every other symptom by which her illness was 
characterized, and which do not form the 
object of the present observation, I found that 

* From the American Recorder for 1819, Vol. II page 468-9*. 
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-^e usually coughed up a small tea cupful of 
Mood from the lungs, frothy, and of a vivid 
colour, every morning on rising from bed, and 
occasionally during the day. She had taken 
the salpharic acid, bark, and every sort of 
astringent and tonic medicine, under the direc- 
tions of two professional gentlemen in the 
•country, without success. To relieve this symp- 
tom, and this symptom only, I prescribed two 
drops of the Prussic Acid every three hours, 
in a camphorated mixture, as the only vehicle 
which the delicate stomach of the patient could 
bear. Two days afterwards, on rising from 
bet bed, the patient was attacked with her 
usual paroxysm of cough; but haemoptysis did 
not follow ; nor did it recur until some months 
from that period, when it was again checked 
•with the" same rapidity, and by the same 
medicine. 

Case LX.— Ann Dunn, aet 42, admitted 
a patient on the register of the Physician-ac- 
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'coucber, at the Westflunster Cieooral ]>i0peik> 
Sfury, under the No. 29051, cm tbe S9(b «f 
March, 1819, suckled her last eyid for the 
apace of 17 montba, and nenstnuvlod Swrisig 
die gteB,te»i part of that tine. Oa w^aniBf^ 
it, uterine hiemorrhage, lo an alannii^ exteef^ 
ibUowed, and lasted aboat ten weeks, accom- 
panied by a severe shootiag pain in the breast^ 
akhoiigh the milk had readily vanished in the 
ooarse of two or three days, subsequent to the 
period of aUactation. Cki my questioaii^ her 
the day cf her admission, I aso^rtaiiied that the 
flooding was still continutiB^ — that some wtA 
similar pains affect her during menstruation-^ 
and that on those occasions it even 'extends to 
the groin, down the thighs, and as far as the 
ealf of the legs. The pulse is smsdl and wiry««» 
the bowels regular— the tcmgue has a natural 
appearance. 

Be lufusi rosae f^ viii. 

Tiocturae rhataniae f 5 ▼• 

jlcidi Sulphurici m: xzz. 
F. M CocbleatiiD, tertiif borif , haurienda. 
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On tb€ 3d of April, sbe returned to me nn^ 
lelieved, afier having taken the above mixture 
fiir four days« The hsnnorrhage continues an* 
abtfledy and the patient seems greatly debiK* 
tated« I then had recourse to the following 
fmn^la. 

R. Infusi cascarillsB f § iri. 

Acidi Hydrocyanici m. xii. 
F. M. Capiat cocb : ii. majoraquater quotidie. 

On the 5th of April, the pain had vanishedi 
*«d tbe discharge considerably dimimshed. On 
the 9thy the flooding had completely ceased^ 
notwithstanding which, I recommended a con- 
turaation of the medicine for two days longer. 
On the 12th she bad the misfortune of falling 
mlently on the prqjecting edge of a step, by 
iriuch she severely iiyured the small of her 
bftck. Great pain ensued^ both locally and in 
ihe chest, attended with comaderable oppress 
moitu She could not leave her bed; but the 
uterine bsiMoithage did not retonu Leeches 
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were applied to the affected part, as well as to 
the chest, which gaTe relief. A degree of 
fever supervened, but was almost immediately 
checked by a repetition of the- Hydrocyanic 
acid, in small and frequent doses wif&oat the 
cascarilla; and the patient was ultimately dis- 
charged perfectly cured on the 80th of the 
same month. 

1 copy the following notes of a case of spit- 
ting of blood during pregnancy, as they appear 
on my register at the Westminstw General 
Dispensary, taken by one of my pupils. 

Case LXI.— March 31, 1819. — Elizabeth 
Seben, set. 38, residing at No. 4, Lambeth 
Walk, of a full habit of body and sanguine 
temperament, has had three living children at 
the 7th and 8th month, by a former marriage, 
besides a miscarriage ; and is now again preg- 
nant after having been married about three 
years to her present husband. She cou^laias. 
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<if faead-acb and considerable coiigh, with 
mach expectoration mixed with large coagala 
of blood, some of which she has brought for 
inspection. The pulse is full and frequent; 
she suffers greatly from pain in her back, and a 
bearing down. The tongue is red and clean, 
the bowek regular, the movements of the child 
Kvely^* 

T. S. 6 brachio ad emistionem tanguiois f J zt. 0tfttiin« 
AdmoYeaatar hirudioet ferrec regioni hmibari a4 
f S viii. 

April 3d.-^The pain is nearly gone— she has 
no head-ach— the pulse is soft-^the tongue of a 
pale colour ; but the cough continues, and this 
day she has shewn me a small quantity of florid 
blood which she brought up during a paroxysm 
of coughing. Some appearances of uterino 
discharge occurred after the bleeding, and the 
patient is afraid of a miscarriage taking place^ 
as she suffered considerably on many previous 
0eoasions from that accident. The following 
mixlwre was th^ pri^cribed. 

Q 
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R. Emuls: amygdal: f S Till. 
Acidi Hjdrocyaaici m. viii. 
Spir: Juniper : f S i* 
F, M. capiat :cochI : ii. maxuma ter quotidie, 
Sc femel bora decubitus. 

April 5.~>Tbe haemoptysis stopped imi^edi- 
ately, and the coagfa was considerably relieved. 
She was desired to continue the use 'of the 
acid, particularly if she felt any pain or per- 
ceived any fresh symptom of hasmorrhage. This 
counsel she followed strictly, and on the 22d 
she was discharged quite well, and she pro- 
ceeded regulsurly through the periods of her 
pregnancy, at the end of which she was safely 
delivered of a girl alive and healthy. 

Case LXII. — A poor woman living at 
]!^o. 3, Salutation Court, Holborn, in a most 
wretched dwelling, bereft of every article of 
furniture, except a lowly and filthy pallet, on 
which she laid stretched in great' agony of pain, 
was transferred to me by one of the Physicians 



I 
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of the Westminster General Dispensary, in the 
spring of 1819, in consequence of the appear- 
ance of uterine hemorrhage. On my first visit 
I ascertained, by proper examination, that the 
patient sufiTered from some affection of the 
right ovarium, which was exceedingly painful, 
particularly on pressure being made upon it ; 
and also from inflammation of the womb, which 
felt hot, throbbing and enlarged to the touch, 
and from which a copious discharge of blood 
flowed without much intermission. Several 
parts of her linen and the bed were shewn to 
me, drenched by the haemorrhage. There was 
a look of such anguish in her countenance, a 
hectic flush, and the expression of so much 
alarm, that I endeavoured in the first place to 
calm her spirits,, by promising an immediate ale- 
viation of her sufferings. I therefore prescri- 
bed a fluid drachm of tincture of opium, to be 
taken immediately, and to be repeated on the 
following day, if the pain did not considerably 
abate before that time. The pulse being small, 

q2 
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and freqaent, the tongue fnrred and yellow, 
and the abdomen distended, (probably from lier 
bowels not having acted for some days before), 
a brisk purgative medicine was administered, 
and the following pilk ordered for the night, 

R. Eztraoti colocjot t Qgv, it. 

■ cooii gf. ▼. 

CamphorB lucids gr. ij« 
F. pil : ill. bor& de^ubitufdeglotiende. 

Warm fomentations were directed at the same 
time over that part of the abdomen where the 
affected ovarian, seemed to fonn « more prpml* 
nent tumor. I had felt inclined, at first, from 
some of the symptoms, to bleed generally ; but 
her debilitated condition forbad the adoption 
of such a measure; and leeches alone were 
applied to the painful part. On our visit the 
following day, we found that she had passed a 
quiet night, that the pain had considerably 
abated, and that, after four abundant evacua- 
tions, she had felt a general relief from every 
symptom, except the discharge, which 4on- 



tN UTERINE HJSMORRHAGBr 341 

tinaed much the same. The leeches had bled 
copioBsIy, and the fomentations, besides en- 
conrapng the flow of blood, seemed to have 
lulled the local pain. The pnlse was softer; and 
more natural, but weak. The tongue had a 
better appearance. She was desired to take 
the same medicines as before. Two days elap- 
sed before she could be seen s^^n, when she 
was found sitting up in bed, qmte free from 
pain, fever, or uneasiness; but not daring to 
rise from bed and walk,, as on making that ex- 
periment tfie evening before, the flooding had 
increased with great vioIence.^ Sulphuric acid 
in infusion of roses, and a large quantity of the 
compound extract of rhatany were then admin- 
istered ; but with no apparent benefit* The 
fasemorrhage continued for several days, at the 
end of which tilne the local pain again made its 
appearance, and the patient was threatened 
with all her former sufferings. The pulse was 
now found to be full and hurried, and there was, 
moreover, considerable oppression at the chest. 
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great tenderness of the right side of the -abdo- 
men just above the groin, and intense head-ach. 
Tliese symptoms induced me to prescribe the 
Prussic Acid with a view to obviate the effects 
of inflammation, and to check the uterine hee- 
Aorrhage. It was given in doses of three 
drops every two hours, in peppermint water, 
and continued for a whole week, at the end of 
which, the bsemorrhage, the pain, and every 
untoward symptom, had disappeared. The en* 
lorgement before alluded to continues nndi- 
minished ; but on examination, the os and cer- 
vix uteri were found soft, and of a natural tem- 
perature. Mr. Boardman, who kindly attends 
with me at the Dispensary on many occasions, 
visited this woman more than a twelvemonth 
afterwards, at my request, and found that she 
continued well ; but that she still complained of 
some uneasiness in the right groin. Neither 
the haemorrhage, nor any acute pain in the ute- 
rine system, bad since made its appearance^ 
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Gasb LXIIL — Elizabeth Britteiiy miscar- 
ried on the 18th March, 1820, and suffered most 
excmciating pains for several hours after- 
wards. The flooding which followed bad been 
very irregular, and when suspended, the sensa- 
tion of pain m the womb and loins was yery 
aeute. I was desired to see her on the day 
after the accident. I found her in great agony, 
sitting on the edge of a chair, holding her 
knees with her hands, bending her body for- 
ward> her face expressive of great inward saf« 
fering. I examined what had come away, and 
discovered a foetus of about three months 
growth. The placenta was not to be seen; 
there were only a few compact coagula present. 
The patient was in other respects well, and 
the miscarriage she attributed to a fright, in 
consequence of some people quarrelling in the 
same house. I made an examination, and as- 
certained that the os uteri was still dilated. 
Conceiving that the pain arose from the uterine 
contractions directed to the expulsion of a re- 
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fained placenta, and coagulated blood, I ad- 
Qiinistered a brisk purge, and desired ber to 
take two table-spoonfuls of the Hydro-cyanic 
mixture. No. 9. On the following day I was 
informed, that she had expelled what was con- 
sidered the after-birth, together with seveiral 
lumps, &c. — ^that the pain seemed to diminisll 
inunediately after, but that it had not wholly 
disappeared until she had taken the whole 
bottle of the mixture in the course of the 
night. 
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SECTION EIGHTH. 

NBRVOUS DISEASES— AFFECTIONS OF THK 

STOMACH. 

In proportion as the complaints, in ivhioh the 
IJyclroocyanic Acid has been recommended, 
afe less distinct in their characters and nature-; 
so is the effect c^ that medicine less apparent 
and beneficial In. that numerous class of dis- 
efises^ usually denominated nervatis, the Hydro- 
cyanic Acid has been tried with some success 
— and in one or two cases which will be detailed 
presently, the benefit derived from that medi- 
cine has been very obvious; but in others it 
completelyx failed. In. affections of the stomachy 
which are so nearly allied to nervous com- 
plaints, the Hydro-cyanic Acid is stated to 
possess great power ; and the authority of Dr. 
Eiliotson, who has published a tract professedly 
on this subject, may now be added to the tes- 
ttmony of Thilenius, Sprengel, &c. and more 
recently of Thomson, who have called tho 
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attention of the profession to the power of the 
Hydro-cyanic Acid in derangements of the 
stomach. His evidence will form a suitable 
appendix to what was already known on the 
subject. 

The anomaly of nervous diseases, as they 
have been called, renders any thing like an ac- 
curate description of their symptoms, a very 
difficult task. It is true that there are nerves, 
and that as part of our structure, they are pro- 
bably as much subject to derangements, as any 
other constituent patt of our animal organiza- 
tion. But we are so little acquainted with 
their physiology, that we cannot pretend to 
know much of their diseases. Every com- 
plaint which we cannot well class with other 
well known affections, we often attribute to the 
nerves ; and in styling a disease nervous, we are 
often using a mere name to denote, at one. and 
the same time, a vast number of phenomena, 
definite in themselves ; such as tremor, failHiting, 
palpitations, throbbing, flying pains, flatulency. 
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indigestion^ nneasy sensations, spasms^ con* 
^tipation, sadden startings, sighing, laughing, 
a lump in the throat, and the whole, long^ 
train of ailments which are known to affect, 
in a more particalar manner, the fine lady— 'the 
irritable— persons leading a sedentary life— es- 
pecially authors, projectors, ambitioas schem- 
ers, disappointed politicians, with many more 
restiess and discontented beings. It will, 
therefore, be scarcely expected of me, in this 
place, that I should enter into a descrip^ 
tive statement of the complaints in question. 
The task would require more time and space 
than I can devote in the drawing up of the 
present work; and the few cases 1 am about 
to relate, are merely brojight forward to shew 
the propriety of trying new remedies in diseases 
of the nervous system, be these of what specific 
nature they may, when they have proved rebels 
to every other medicine. 

With regard to what have been properly 
called affections of the stomach, I shoold wisk 
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the reader to consider well the letteir firooi Mr. 
A. T. TliomsoD, yrhich I have inserted at Hie 
end of the next section. 

Case LXIV.— Mrs. T, was leaving a milli- 
ner's shop on her return home, when adog, which 
was running fariously along the pavement, snd^ 
denly fastened on her left thigh, and tearing 
the clothes with his paws and teeth, pierced 
with the latter to the quick, and inflicted a 
considerable wound. The lady was so alarmed 
at the accident, that she nearly fainted, and was^ 
carried into a shop, whither I was hastily sum- 
moned as the nearest physician. This occurred 
in June 1819. Informed of the nature of the 
case, I prevailed upon Mrs. T. to suffer me to 
examine the part; and finding a considerable 
laceration, with the marks of four teeth deep 
within the muscles, bleeding, though not co- 
piously, and painful, I made three or four 
incisions with a lancet, the only instrument I 
had with m^, so as to render what was apuno 
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t«tNl an open wovnd. Over this I threw about 
tw^ floid drachms of caastic ammonia. The 
pain that followed was excessive ; bat the ap- 
pearance of such active measures had the efiect 
of/qiueting Mrs. T— — >'s mind, and of disst- 
patkig her fears. The following mixtnre was 
then prescribed, and she was requested to re- 
main quiet for some days ; but to court the 
society of friends. 

R. Mistarie campbore f § yiii. 
Acidi Hydro-cyanici m. xz. 
Spiri : iBtberit Nilrici fi tg. 
F. M. L. A. cajys capiat coch. j. roaximuni tertiit 
horis. 

On the third day after the accident, a sudden 
sensation of choaking, with many symptoms of 
hysteria came on, lasted a few hours, and again 
occurred at night. On visiting my patient the 
following morning, T found her under consider^ 
able agitation, and in much pain. Her pulse 
was frequent and irregular; she complained of 
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an incessant throbbing at her heart, on each side 
of the neck^ and in her head — there was a ge» 
neral tremor^ paleness of the cheeks and tongue 
--eyes fixed and staring — ^faintness — dread of 
death. The wound was covered by a browa 
coloured scab^ and surrounded by much erysi^^ 
pelatous inflammation; it was highly painfuL 
I ordered a common poultice to be applied ta 
it, and desired the patient to take a table 
spoonful of the following mixture immediately^ 
and to repeat it every two hours, until more 
composed. 

Be. Aqus pimeotae f S ▼. 

Sodae ) . ^ . 

^, > Sulphatis sing. f5i89. 

Magnesiae V 

Trs Sennas f 5 iii. 

— - Camphorae comp: f|ii. 

The Hydro-cyanic mixture to be resumed in 
the evening, and continued as before. I re- 
quested that she should never be left alone-* 

that nothing but cheerful subjects of convert 
sations should be menttoned before her— anil 
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ibat, above all^ no qnestions about her health 
and late accident should be put to her by any 
of her. friends, under the present circumstances. 
On the 8th day, a scab of the size of a penny, 
black and dense, fell from the wound, and left 
a sore surface of fair appearance, discharging 
laudable pus. The spirits of the patient were 
calmer—she had slept better, though at inter* 
▼als only — ^the bowels were kept in excellent 
order by means of the second mixture — and 
the continuation of the Hydro-cyanic acid ap- 
peared to keep the pulse in check, by diminish- 
ing the nervous excitement. Once, during the 
two following weeks, a recurrence took place 
of the nervous symptoms above described, with 
the addition of an acute pain in the affected 
Hmbf and particularly along the inside of the 
thigli» and down to the calf of the leg. These 
gave way under the use of opium. The sore 
was dressed with savine ointment, and kept 
open for some time. On the 26th day after the 
accident, the sore was completely healed ; but 
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great symptoms of uneasiness prevailed. The 
patient felt, or fancied she felt a diffiouUy.rUi 
swallowing, and complained of a lump rising 
in the throat— the pain now extended to both 
limbs,, and was particularly acute in the regipa 
of the sacrum, on each side of that bone* ^She 
cbuld not bear the slightest pressure upoat^. 
part, and could not lie on her back at night. ., J, 
ordered leeches to be applied, to it*- T^b^. 
Hydro-cyanic mixture to be continaed, a.ti)h|fl! 
spponful every hour». At the end of the fifth 
week, the patient expressed herself- as q}i|te 
well^ and free from pain. Her look, tongpc^. 
and pulse were natural. She had regained her 
appetite — slept well, and for many hours without, 
interruption — could bear to be left alone? without 
feeling any apprehension^and received once 
more into her presence, her children^ at whp^e 
sight she bad, before, expressed great, aversion. 
In this state 1 left her, when 1 quitted this 
country in August, 1819, for the continentr 
and desired her^. should she require medical 



fN HYDROPHOBIA? SSS^ 

asslstanoe, to apply to a friend of mine, ^hom 1 
named to her. I requested the husband , at the. 
same time, to take notice of any thing par- 
tietilar idnch he might observe in her, that I 
lB%ht be informed of it hereafter. 

On my return to England,, I called upon 
Mrs* T* and found that nothing material had 
ocourred during my absence respecting her 
health, and that she had continued well since 
ffae period of my last visit. 

'The author is not disposed to call this a case 
of Hydrophobia; but would the accident have 
led to that complaint, if left to itself? And if 
so,, what prevented such a result? — the early 
8i|iplication of the caustic ammonia to the part, 
oi^ the internal use of the Hydro-cyanic Acid«« 
or both? It never could be ascertained whethiw 
the doig, by which the wound had been inflicted 
waiT actually in a rabid state, for he resumed hi& 
iiasty career immediately after the attack, and 
in the confusion of the moment escaped deteu* 
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Hon ; but^ight it not be ftdrly presumed, from 
the pecaliarities of the aggression^ that the 
animal was probably affected? That symptoms 
of alarm succeeded the accident, the reader 

« 

who has perused this case with attention, wilt- 
have readily discovered ; bat how far they were 
the effect of any particular morbid affection, 
the result of inoculated virus, or fte mere ear* 
ponents of a mind travailed by \eerk appfebeiK 
sion, and the fancied prospeot of dangei, i 
leave to the profession to decide. 

Case LXV. — ^A young lady of the moi^ in« 
teresting character^ great resignation, and firmr 
ness of mind, has been suffering for some yesffs 
under a very distressing nervous complaint, 
simulating, at times, from the severity of the 
symptoms, its obstinate duration, and the par- 
ticular functions which seem affected, the dis- 
ease which has been called syncope anginosa. 
She is under the care of Dr. Young and my- 
self. To relieve the severe pain which pervades 
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fhe chest during the paroxysms, as well as witii 
a view to render respiration and deglatition 
fteer on those occasions^ and also to qniet 
the nnmerous pulsations which manifest them- 
^eWes in many parts of the body, the Prussic 
Acid was recommended conjointly by us, inde- 
pendent of erery other part of the treatment 
irihick bat been followed in her case, and 
.iphieh is not my intenliiNi in this place to state, 
•BO more than to detail the symptoms and history 
of the case itself. On a recent occasion '^ she 
Wfts seized with a moet severe constriotory p{^n 
in .the chest, extending to the back and the Mt 
afm, in a line of, and as far down as the middle 
finger. The throat was likewise so nneasy and 
painful, that she could not swaltow at atl, not 
even saliva, without much difficulty and dread; 
she said' it felt much swelled, and as if some* 
thing were fastened round it to choak her. 
After swallowing a little water the pain in the 
chest was worse than it ever had been befoi^, 
I^eeche^ were applied at the recommendation 
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of the attending apotliecary, witbont relief* He 
examined the throat,: but could dUcoTer neither 
swelling nor inflammation; and he thougfairtbe 
attack entirely spasmodic. A spuritaoos emhre- 
cation which Ihad formerly prescribed^ was ap* 
pUed with some benefit, and landanom was ad- 
ministered with some good effect She tookjm 
dtap^rf the Hydro-cyanic Add, ai (mce, m crder 
to allay the great irritaiiam thai prevailed^ 
several days, atui she i$ of cpimon that .ike 
acid taken three timee a day, five drope each 
deeCf wae theonly thing thai removed thajfamf 
and thai a less quantity wouldnot hone aitaimti 
that end" The above is extracted, almost, tW' 
hatim from a letter 1 received respecting hex,, a 
few days back; and it is gratifying to be. .able 
to add, in the words of the patient herself, 
that *' she really thinks the acid a most valuable 
and powerful medicine, withont which she 
should have been distracted during the late 
attack." 
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^ '^Tbe two following casos of nenralgiay and 
ttire^diraing epilepsy, in which the Hydro^cyanic 
Abid baa been administered with great benefit^ 
1^ ftom. Mr. Pitt, a practitioner at Brighton, 
wSkom I have had occasion to name before. 



%ft. 



XJAfl^ LXVl.— January 16.—" Mrs. » 
if 'middle aged woman, of an irritable habit, 
'iHi who had been for several months past sub* 
j^t to '«n anomalous affection of her head, at- 
isUjkilig her periodically, and continuing with 
dF'ihe violent symptoms of severe neuralgia, 
lijttlbg from four to six days ; implied to me on 
"Sa^ day aboi« mentioned. When I first saw 
fa^, she was labouring under the most excnt- 
'^jbtfing paiir in the head, and muscles of the 
ieA, 'her pulse were 110, hot, dry skin, though 
Hot 'iHuch thirst, her bowels not constipated, 
Ifer pailks at the time I first saw hor were al- 
itiOst witiiout remission. I prescribed the Prus- 
sic Acid for her, in the proportion of three 
drops every four hours, in distilled water. The 
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first dose prodnced a sensible influence upon 
her feelings, the second quieted her pnlse, and 
in truth harmonized her whole frame. I con- 
tinued the medicine two dajs, enjoining an oc- 
casional aperient, which I should observe^ was 
of a much milder nature than she had been 
accustomed to take, when the patient became 
restored. She has twice been attacked in a 
similar way, but has always been able to ob* 
tain almost instantaneous relief, by the exhibi- 
tion of the Pmssic Acid.^ * 

Case LXVII. — " Mr. P , a Painter 

and Glazier, a very n^^ous subject for several 
years past, has been under my occasional di- 
rection. Among a great variety of distressing 
feelings, he has been occasionally subject tQ a 
paroxysm of extreme agitation seemingly about 
to threaten an attack of epilepsy. Four drvfB 
of Prussic Acid in distilled water were giv^ 

* *' 1 procure mj Prassic Acid from Garden'i in Osiord 
Street." 
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him, upon the approach of these symptoms^ 
which have generally warned him of this attack ; 
and inyariaUy with good effect/' 

Case LXVIII. — " An instance of noctomal 
^^ermorrhoeaf attended with symptoms of hig^ 
nervous excitement, has been stated to me by 
Dr* Clarke Abel, of Brighton, in which the 
Prussic Acid was ordered by that Physician, in 
the dose of four drops, with directions that it 
should be quickly repeated, if necessary. 

Spermorrhoea haec originem a venere nimia 
trahebat. Antecessis somniis libidinosis, post 
seminis effluvium, angores, quot noctibus, insta- 
bant, irritatio maxuma, horroresque. The 
jGffst dose of the acid always succeeded. Dr. 
Abel states, **' It is unnecessary, perhaps, to re- 
marl^, that the acid was in this case, merely, a 
palliatkre, the cure being effected by the use of 
nitrate of silver.'^ 

In affections of the stomach, the evidence in 
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favour of the Hy^bx)-cyaDic Acid is now so 
strong^ that I need not add my own to it* I 
shall simply quote a case firom my own i^ 
gister at the Westminster General Disp^isarj, 
amongst varions others which I have had oo* 
casion to treat, both in public and private prao 
tice ;* to which I sliall add another from the 
American Recorder, one from Mr. Thomson, 
and two from Dr. Elliotson's recent pnblicatiolb 
These will be more than sufficient to persuade 
the incredulous, and satisfy the believers. 

Case LXTX.— Ann Grylls, aged38year% 
residing in Chandos Street, on her first appii- 
caticm to me, March 20, 1820, complained of 
acute pain at the pit of her stomach, ac« 

* Id the first part of the preseat work, I promised to detail t 
ease of stomach complaint, in which that Tiacna was iooad ta lie 
ulcerated on examination after death. Bot fediiiga of rsgtrd for 
some individuals interested in that case, iadace ne to decline iki 
task. I was oulj called-in five days before death, and administered 
the Pmssic Acid as a paUiatvre of pain only with soccess* Kr. 
Copland Hutchison kindly assisted me in the examiaatioB afttr* 
wards ; and the pre parmtion is now in my possession. 
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t>ompanied by a similar affection of tke loim 
and groin; with, at times, a sensation of drag- 
ging -and bearing down within the cavity of 
the pelvis* She was generally costive— sick at 
the stomach — suffered much from bead ach— 
had a sallow look» and was greatly emaciated. 
.33ie tongue was furred and brownish— the gums 
swelled and sore to the touch-— the skin dry and 
boty particularly that of the palms of the hands. 
She was sulject to flatulency and palpitations^ 
and appeared much dejected. The pulse was 
quick and intermittent; and I found .that she 
had leucorrhoea to a ^reat degree. On exami* 
nation, tiie uterus appeared in its natural 
jpositiotty the cervix greatly distendi^d^ the os 
extemiun not firmly closed, and rather painful 
to the touchy giving passage to a copious dis« 
charge of white cufdy matter. I desired her to 
taike an emetic the next morning ; and prescribed 
i(6me powders of calomel and jalap to be taken 
eirery night The Prussic Acid was ordered 
at the same time in the dose of two drops, four 

R 
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tunes a day in cinnamon wafer. The emetic 
bronght ar^ay a large qnantity of bile ; and the 
alvine secretions for the next week were deeply 
charged with the same fluid. The pain at the 
pit of the stomach diminished on taking the 
second dose of the acid, and by the end of the 
third day was completely removed* The pa- 
tient felt great weakness still, but was more 
cheerfal and less desponding. I recommended 
the continuation of the same plan, which pro- 
duced in another week, a corresponding ame* 
lioration. A proper treatment, consisting chieQy 
of topical remedies, was followed at the same 
time against the uterine discharge; bat the 
latter did not seem to diminish much, nor the 
Soreness of the parts, to give way, until after her 
general health, under the continued use of the 
Prnssic Acid, and by means of the merourial 
treatment, bad greatly improved; as if the 
former had been originally dependent upcm the 
latter. To be brief, on the 16th of April, our 
jKitient iras discharged cored*— the ieaconrboea 
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lilone remaining, but in a very trifling degree, 
colomdess, and of a mucoos consistence only. 

This case/ which in my Register at the 
Westminster Greneral Dispensary, is entered by 
one of my pnpils, thus ** Organic disease of tht 
nteras? Dispepsia?" agreeably to my directions 
— and others relating to the latter complaint oidy, 
were not treated with, and cured by, the Prassic 
Acid in consequence of a mistake ;* but from 
a previous knowledge, (derived chiefly from 
the authorities that have been already men* 
tioned on this particular subject,) that thePrus- 
sic Acid is often of great service in dispeptic 
corapkunts. This practice was carried on long 
before the appearance of the ** numerous cases 
inostrative of the efficacy of the Hydro-cyanic 
Acid in affections of the stomach." It will not 
be superfluous to add, that the evidence in 
favour of the Prussic Acid in cases of stomach 

* 8^ I>r».£Uiotaon's pamphlet, page 3 and 4, aad t Mto in 
Xjt, a* T. TboBisoii's letter, 

b2 
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and bawel complaints, and .particcdarly cardiai- 
gia, was long before made known to the puUic 
by Bremer of Berlin, who employed the water 
distilled from the bark of the prunus padus, 
(which he had previously shewn to contain 
Prussic Acid for its active principle) in those 
cotnplaints, and relieved himself {torn cardialgia 
by the use of the same remedy. 

The case from the American recorder, will 
be found in the second volump of that journal 
at page 472* 

Case LXX.— " A country woman, aged 
73 years, who bad never suffered any serious 
disease, was attacked (after her return from 
Philadelphia, where she had taken some soup) 
with a most violent spasmodic colic. She threw 
up what she had eaten, together with some 
bilious matter, without receiving any allevia- 
tion. On the contrary, the pains became con- 
stantly more severe. She vomited up everj 
thing which was given her. Her situation at 
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Fast becoming extremely alarming, she was or- 
dered to take a table spoonful of a potion, 
ccymposed of five ounces of emubion, and one 
of laurel-water^ every hour. Sbe had hardly 
taketi a few doses, when the vomiting dirai- 
nisfaedy and soon ceased altogether. Next day 
she was quite well again. 

Case LXXI.— " T. R , Esq. of a 

slender form, and gouty diathesis, had long 
been afflicted with dyspepsia, attended with a 
peculiar hot sensation of the tongue, which was 
supposed to depend on acidity of the stomach.- 
The remedies he had employed, and the regi- 
men to which he had confined himself, for some* 
lime past, had materially improved the power 
of the digestive organs ; so much so, that he 
declined the further use of medicines, and con- 
sidered his health as good as it could be ex- 
pected to be, in an individual beyond the mid-^ 
die age of life. Notwithstanding this improve- 
ment^ however, the heat of tongue still remain*^ 
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ei ; when he was attacked with the epidemic 
catarrhal congh, already mentioned. He took 
the acid^ in doses of two minims r^eated ^v^y 
second hour, and with the cough, the heat of 
the tongue also rapidly abated and altogether 
left him in less than four day^. I have not 
heard that the latter symptom has returned.'^ 

^' As the state of the stomach affects the tongue 
by sympathy, perhaps the unexpected effect of 
the acid in this instance, may be ascribed to its 
reduciog the morbid irritability of the secreting' 
surface of the i»tomach, thereby enabling the 
juices of the organ to be more slowly secreted 
and of a more healthy character. We know 
that opium and some other narcotics produce 
temporary relief in cardialgia, arising from aci- 
dity; but after their first effect is over, the mor- 
bid irritability of the organ not only returns but 
is augmented; if, therefore, the Prussic Acid pro- 
duces a more permanent and equally beneficial 
effect, iU importance, as an adjunct to tonics 
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in tbe treatment of dyspeptic affections^ mu^t 
be obTions."* 

From the nnm^ons cases pnblisfaed by Dr. 
Eniotson^^I select, at random, the two following;, 
referring my readers to his work for more ini> 
formation on the subject. 

Cajsb LXXII.—" March 17, 1820— A young 
woman stjged 19, has laboured five weeks (and 
frequently, indeed, before) under a knawing 
psdn at tbe pit of the stomach, especially on 
motion. She is hoarse, has a dry, tiglk cough, 
and the bowels are costive. To take two thirds 
of a minim of the Hydro-cyanic Acid three times 
a day, and the dose to be increased gradually 
to two minims and a half. On the 24th very 
much better in the stomach. Tbe cough also 
diminished^ To continue as before^ On the 
31st quite well. Still to continue the medicine." 

Case LXXIII.— " April 1, 1820.— Rebecca 

* From Mr. Thomson, inserted in the edition of 1819. 
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Maniiy aged 26, iH occasionally for six years; 

extremely so now for three weeks. Flatulence; 

a feeling as if a ball was sticking in the throat; 

pain at the pit of the stomach, swelling of it 

aiter eating; tremor, lowness of spirits, and 

vertigo. One minim of the Hydro-cyanic Acid 

three times a day for two days — ^then two minims 

three times a day for two days also ; and ffinally, 

three minims three times a day. On the 13th 

very much better. A slight pain to day from 

having no more medicine; thinks the lowness 

of spirits and trembling are worse every third 

day. Tlie bowels costive. To continue as 

before, and to take occasionally some cathartic 

extract."^ 
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SECTION NINTH. 

ORGANIC DISEASES— TOPICAL APPLICATION 
OP THB PRUSSIC ACID. 

I had originally intended to have laid before 
•the public, the result of my own practice, as well 
86 of that of several other medical gentlemen, 
an these two subjects ; but various reasons, and 
the suggestions of friends have since induced me 
to wave that intention altogether for the present, 
and to be- satisfied witii what I have already said 
respecting the use of the Prussic Acid inorganic 
affections in« the first part of this treatise. One of 
•Hiy motives for deferring what further I have to 
say respecting them, lo' another opportunity, is> 
that I am at this moment engaged in giving the 
acid a very extensive trial in affections of the ute^ 
rns and vagina— scirrbus of thesto mach— angina 
pectoris— and cutaneous complaints ; and that, 
although in a few well defined cases of this 
kind, the Hydro-cyanic Acid has succeeded to 
the completion^of my best wishes; still I think. 
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it necessary to possess a much greater store of 
information respecting this application of the 
^id, before I venture to conunnnicate anything 
positive to the public. 



I beg leave here, to insert a letter I have 
recently received frond my friend Mr. A. T. 
Thomson, whom I have so often quoted in 
the preceding pages, giving an account of 
hij9 further experience, with respeot to the 
internal use of the Hydro-Cyanic Acid in dif- 
ferent complaints, since the publication of the 
former edition of this work. Mr. vThomson 
pnjoying the opportunities of a very extensive 
and select practice; and being known to the 
medical profession for his zeal in the promotion 
of science, as well as medicine ; was more par- 
ticularly solicited by me to take notes of, and 
communicate to me, any further observations he 
migbt make on the present highly interesting 
and important question ; and it gives me great 
pleasure to be able to add his testimony to 
that of so many respectable practitioners^ in 
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^rma cf this new additknfr to the Mmtoriti 
HecUoa. 

Mc Huxmson's letter is in answer to an appU^ 
cation I made to bun in July last* with a Tiew to 
ascertain the preaent state of health of one of 
hifl^ patients, who had taken the Prossic Acid^ 
and whose case has been inserted in the formef 
and present edition* It is as follows t 

" My dear Sir, 

<' In answer to yonr encjuiry, ^whether I 
hav-e had occasion to make any further ob^ 
servations upon the case of Miss G.' whicb 
yon published in the first ^edition of your 
work, on the medicinal {M-operties of Hydros 
cyanic Acid, I am gratified in being able to 
H^form yon, that my expectations of the benefit, 
which the administration of the acid, in that 
pittance, promised, have been fuUy realized* 
By referring to my former account of the case,^ 
ypu will perceive that I anticipated a retora 
of the symptoms, whenever the weather should 
become severe: such actually happened, and 
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tho attack has been repeated more than once^ 
owing in a great measure to the too hastily 
adopted opinion of the patient, that she was 
completely recorered, and had, consequently, 
little occasion for farther caution or restraint. 
Bat the paroxysms, on each recnrrenee,. have 
been moderated and speedily terminated by 
the administration of the acid; and Miss 6^ 
is now enabled to enjoy the society of her 
friends, and is, indeed, so comfortable, a^ to 
give up every idea of a. residence in a tropical 
climate, which, before she commenced the use 
of the acid, she was induced to regard as the 
(inly remedy to which she could look with con- 
fidence. It is but just, however, to state my 
belief, that the morbid condition of the mucous 
membrane of the trachea still continues to a 
certain extent; although the distressing effects, 
that, almost invariably, result from the increased 
irritability of the general system, occasioned 
by this diseased state of that membrane, is so 
nmcli subdued by the occasional employment of 
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the Hydro-cyanic Acid, as to admit the anticipav 
tion of a perfect cure being nltimately effected." 
•• My further experience, has. also, confirmed 
my opinion of the efficacy of this acid, in 
spasmodic coughs : bat, in hooping cough, 1 
certainly have not given it such a trial as can 
anthorize me to advance any decided opinion 
of its powers in that disease. I have had, 
however, an opportunity of witnessing its effi- 
cacy in a case of violent and very obstinate 
hiccough, which supervened an attack of 
hemoptysis, and resisted every other means of 
relief for many days. The dose of the- acid 
was one minim only, in a fluid ounce of water^ 
with half a drachm of syrup of saffron; and 
repeated at intervals of three hours. Six dosea 
were taken, and the spasms very materially 
relieved ; but the depression of strength, which 
die acid occasioned, was too alarming to permit 
the nse of it to be continued, so as to ascertain! 
its real value as a remedy in this distressing 
spasmodic affection of the diaphragm. If I 
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may be allowed to ofibr my opimon from 
ebserving ito effiaets in a solitary case, I shorid 
lay that, when the strength at the patient wilt 
admit of the employment of the Pmssie AdiA 
to remove obstinate hiecongh, the intervals of 
its exhibition should be as short as possible^ 
in order to break the morbid habit, which always 
appears, in my view of tibe symptom, to be flu^ 
likely to keep up the attack, as the coatiniieA 
operation of the exciting causes, whatever 
tfiese may be, from which it origiii^tes» Bea« 
sening from the efficacy of the acid in diseases 
connected with increased isritability, I wa» 
induced to try it in a case of tic douloureux, but 
although it was exhibited in large doses, fre- 
quently repeated, and also applied by. means of 
compresses, as a lotion to the affected part, i» 
the proportion of two fluid drachms to six flui4 
ounces of distilled water, yet, scarcely any mitiga^ 
tion of the sufferings of the patient followed.* 

* It ma J not be QDinteresting to the profession, to know the 
temedj which finally subdued this yeryTiolent attitok of tic. The 
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In some cutaneous diseases, particularljp Acne 
indurata and rotaeea, I have found it ex* 



{NitaeMft wa» m young lady, under fifteen yetn of age, of a sangnioe: 
temperament and quick parts. She bad aaffered an attack of the 
diiease about a year before^ and was not relieved for many monliiSr 
although it was less severe than that for which I was requested te 
see her* The pain, which was most exeraeiating> and returned 
erery three or four minutes, was situated under the ohin, about an^ 
ia^ backwards from the symphysis of the lower jaw. ; and appij^ 
rently in the course of the branch of the ninth pair of nerves that 

I 

supplies the genio-hyoideus muscle. A small knot or hardnese 
eonld be felt extemaHy, and this was enlarged during every pap 
roxyam. The throat was partially affected, and deglutition some* 
what impeded, as weU as speech- The screams of the patientr 
n^ien the paroxysm returned, and the writhings which the torture 
of the pain occasioned, were most heart-rending to those who^ 
witnessed them. 

Finding that every remedy with which I was acqnabted had 
fioled, I resolved to try the effect of a powerful mental impression y. 
aad with this in view, made enquiry of the lady, under whose* 
diarge she was at school, if she knew of any strong antipathies- 
vi her pupiL She infdrmed me she had an unconquerable dislike* 
to a dog which was in the house ; and having obtained this infor- 
ma:d<m, and acquainted the governess with my intention, I pro-' 
ceeded to the room of my little patient, and informed her with a» 
much gravity of countenance as I could command, that the only 
other remedy I had in store for her disease, was one whidi I 
meant should instantly be resorted to ; and that it consisted in 
ftblnng the affsoted part with the baek of the dog. The tSM/t 
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tremely useful as an external applicationT 
and it is not improbable, that to its pres^ica; 
as it exists in bitter almonds, the efficacioas 
effects which have been occasionally expe- 
rienced from, the use oC Giowland's loHcm in 
these eruptions, is to be attributed.** 

*' I have not given it a fair trial in Phthisis, for 
the result of the few cases in which I have 
employed it, were not such as would induce 
me to place much confidence in its remedial 
powers in that disease, when it is at all ad- 
vanced. I have seen enough of it^ however. 



was most extraordinary — her face became as palid as that of a 
corpse, large drops of sweat formed on the forehead, and the girl 
appeared passing into the roost alarming syncope. She, however, 
gradaally recorered ; and from that moment, no other paroxysm 
of the tic was experienced until eighteen months afterwards,- 
when the disease was arrested on the second day of ils attack, by 
suddenly taking her out of bed, and hurrying her into a shower 
bath. The reason the dog was not again had recourse to way, 
that she had very imprudently been informed of the motive which 
had induced me to propose him to be employed in the former in- 
stance. I cannot attempt to give the rationale of this practice; 
bat I leave the facts in the bands of the profession* 
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to be satisfied that it may do much good if the 
opportunity occurs of giving it in the early 
stage of the disease^ even when tliere is a pre- 
disposition to its tubercular form. The following 
cases were of the former description : " 

Case LXXIV.— " Mr. O , residing in 

£xeter Street^ Sloane Street^ »t. 28, of a 
melancholy temperament and sedentary habits^ 
liad laboured for many months under symptoms 
of pulmonary consumption^ before I was re* 
quested to see him, which was on the morning 
of the 9th of April, 1819. The disease was 
then in its advanced stage; the cough was al- 
most incessant; and the expectoration copiouii 
and purulent, but not streaked with blood*. 
The patient was much emaciated with hectic 
fever, and diarrhoea ; his nights were restless,, 
and his morning perspirations profuse. In this 
state of the disease I did not anticipate any 
permanent advantage from the employment of 
the Hydro«cyanic Acid ; but as the administra> 
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tion of any otber remedy was likely to prove 
equally unavailing, 1 resolved to give it a trial, 
and' accordingly ordered it for him in the fdlow- 
ing form r 

K« Acidi Pmiiici ra. zij* 

pQWeris Graoati corticb 5 j» 
Aque distillate f § ?j« 
Sacchari albi B ij« 
Fiat mttlnra^ cojna. chochleam. an^m onAfr 
biborio, sumaUic* 

Six grains of the extract of p^^ppies- were* alsa 
otd^ed to be taken at bed time. On tiie foi- 
lowing day he thonght himself better. He 
bowels were certainly less distorbed, and the 
habit was, apparently , altogether more calm; 
bat after a few days the symptoms agsdn retro- 
graded; and as I became apprehensive that a 
disposition to faint, which had tak^i place, might 
in some measure be attributed to the acid, the 
int^^als between the doses were extended to 
three hours ; and the pomegranate powder, also, 
in the composition of the mixture, was omitted, 
and two drachms of catechu were added in its 
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stead. As po beneficial efiPectSi however^ re- 
sulted from this change, and the faintings con- 
tinued, the mixture was taken for two days, 
only; after which^ the acid and every other 
medicine, except the extract of poppy, were 
discontinued. In ten days afterwards the pa* 
tient fell a victim to the disease.'* 

CAas LXXV.— " Richard Kattenbury, aet. 
18^ residing in little Cadogan Place, of a scro- 
fukiis habit, and affected with glandular swel- 
lings; was seized with yioleni haemoptysis, in 
the banning of July 1819. The superacetate 
of lead, in pills, and the diluted sidphuric acid,, 
exhibited in the infusion of roses, gradually 
stopped the haemorrhage ; but a cough supers 
vened, and in ten days all the symptoms of 
Phthisis shewed themselves. As the disease 
was in its commencement, I conceived the case 
to be one which was likely to benefited by the 
Prussic Acid; and, accordingly ordered him to» 
take this mixture. 
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K. Acidi Prassici m. xij. 
Infusi CalumbiB f § vj. 
Syrupi Papaveris f 5JJ- 

M. ut fiat Mistura, cujos cocblearia ampla ij. 4^* 

horissnmantur. 

" For some days he continited to improve ; the 
hectic fever was nearly sabdued, the morning' 
sweats abated^ the expectoration lessened in 
quantity, and the sputa improved in character; 
but, as the cough was still very troublesome, 
ten drops of the black drop were added to the- 
mixture ; and in this form it was taken with 
evident advantage for nine days; when littje 
progress towards recovery being perceptible to 
the parents of the lad, a letter of admission, as 
an out of door patient at St. George's Hospital, 
was obtained for him, and I saw no more of him 
until the 24th of the month. On my assistance 
being again solicited, I found every alarming 
symptom so much increased, as to afford 
scarcely any prospect of utility from recurring 
to the acid : it was however ordered and per- 
sisted until the 30lh of August, when he diedJ' 
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'* I have little hesitation in saying, that had 
the acid been fairly tried in this case, the pro« 
l^ress of the disease might, at least, have been 
arrested; as all the nn toward symptoms were 
abated, while its use was persisted in, prior to 
Ihe 17th ; but so much ground was lost in the 
Interval of five days which followed, as to 
render my endeavours to recover even the 
former state of the patient perfectly hopeless, 
TOie remedy was therefore ordered, rather to 
satisfy the wishes of the sufferer, whose memory 
dwelt on the benefit which he had already ex- 
perienced from it, than with any idea of its 
utility." 

Case LXXVL— " Miss N , »t 16, of a 

fair complexion, light brown hair, and a deli- 
cate form of body, was attacked, early in June, 
with an alarming' spitting of blood. She was 
then at a boarding school in Cadogan Place, 
where she remsdned until every danger of a 
Mtnm of the bsemorrbage bad subsided, when 
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flbe was removed to her father's house in Ken- 
nington Lane. I did not then see her for two 
weeks after her removal; when, being again 
tequested to visit her, I found her labouring 
tinder evident aymptoms of Phthisis; and was 
informed by herfather, that her mother and one 
«f her sisters bad died of that disease. The 
symptoms were those which characterize the 
more acute form of the disease ; frequent coughi 
^attended with copious purulent expectoration; 
heetic fever with morning sweats, great ema- 
ciation, a dry, harsh, hot skin ; the pulse 180, 
small and wiry, and the tongue of a bright 
scarlet hue. The bowels were, however, regu- 
lar, and the evacuations nearly natural in ap« 
pearance. On the 23d of July, she was ordered 
to take the following draught : 

Bi» Acidi PriMiici m. iy. 
Extract! SaricparillaB 3J. 
Infuii Cinchone fSxiJ.— Miice 
ut fiat Hauitoi 4^. quaque hori tumeadui* 

'^ On the 25th, when I again saw iier, 1 was 
most agreeably suipriMd to perceive the effects 
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which had followed the use of the acid; the 
^09gb and expectoration were very much 
abated, the skin cool, the respiration much 
£reer» the pube under 100, and the countmumce 
iree from anxiety. She, however, complained 
so much of faintness, which had followed the 
taking of her medicine, that I reduced the dose 
to one minim. This was continued four days; 
but, as the untoward symptoms began again to 
shew themselves, the dose was then increased 
lb two minims. The same benefit, however^ 
4id not follow as on the first administration of 
the acid ; and, on the strength b^g evidently 
much weakened, the dose was. again reduced 
to one minim. To counteract, also, a, dispo- 
sition to diarrhoea, fifteen minims of the tinoture 
of catechu were substituted for the extract of 
larsapanlla* She persisted in the use of the 
aeidimtil the 4th of. August, when the ruptured 
i^essel having again ^ven way, to use the words 
of her father ; ^* sh& on a sudden: brought off a 
^ttsintity rf blood, and in^two .minntBS fiom that 
time expired," 
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" The terminatioDs of these cases appear, at 
first sight, rather to militate against the value 
of the Hydro-cyanic Acid, as a remedy in 
Phthisis ; but, in the two latter, although there 
was an hereditary predisposition to tubercular 
consumption, yet, its effects were so decidedly 
beneficial,^ as to induce me to believe that, when 
it can be employed in an early stage, the pro* 
gress of the disease may be arrested, so as to 
enable the patient, with even a moderate degree 
of care, to prolong life, perhaps to its ordinary 
term. Every individual predisposed to Phthisis, 
possesses great nervous irritability of habit, 
and it is this temperament which hurries on 
the symptoms, after the disease has made its 
attack. By allaying this constitutional irrita* 
bility, therefore, and nothing is more likely to 
do so than the judicious administration of a 
sedative so certain in its efiects as the Hydro- 
cyanic Acid, there is every reason to hope, in 
cases where no organic lesion has taken place^ 
that this formidable disease may yet be brought 
under the controul of art." 
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' ** In the remarks oh the fourth case, related 
IB my former letter, you will perceive I was 
led, ' incidentally, to believe that the Hydro- 
cyanic Acid, might be employed with advan- 
t£^e in Dyspepsia, and other affections of the 
stomach connected with a morbid state of its 
secreted juices. At the period of the publica- 
tion of that letter, the following case and several 
others were under treatment ; but as the results 
were then still problematical, they were not 
mentioned in that communication. I have 
since had many opportunities of verifying the 
powers of the acid in relieving those affections 
of the stomach in which alkalies and bitters 
are usually prescribed; and from its effects 1 
am now inclined to ascribe the benefit which 
sometimes follow the use of alkaline remedies 
in these complaints, rather to the well-known 
powtbey possess of diminishing morbid irri- 
tability when applied to secreting surfaces,^ 
" thereby, enabling, the juices of the organ to 
be more slowly secreted, and consequently of a 

s 
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more kealthy charactor/ than to their cliemical 
property of neatralizing the saperalm&daiii ackl 
which is always generated in Dyspepsia.'** 



a 



Siade writing the tborc, I wts math Mrpiiud in tB9ik% 
the following iieatence in a work of Dr. John £Ili9tson« recently 
published, entitled, Nmneraus cases iUusiraiwe of the tjicaey of ihe 
Byiro-€lf€mie or Prussie Atii, m affections of Hte Homaek, ^c» Seo. 
1820. *' 1 began to tr j the powers of the medioiBe in the peote* 
ral diseases, for wbieh it was recommended, and bj mere acci- 
dent, in fact, bj a mistake, discovered in Mtrch last year, its ex- 
traerdinarj efficacy in derangements of the stomaoik.*' Mj sv- 
prise at this sentence arose from the &ct, which Dr. E^otsoa 
himself relates, that he did not begin to employ the Pmssic Acid 
na a remedy, until after he had read your work oq the iahfeoi^ 
for, as in that wm-k, in a letter of mine addreaaad. to joo, and 
dated the 20th of February, 1819, the effects of this acid is 
derangement of the stomach is not only detailed in a case, but 
the manner in which it prodaced the benefit endeayoored to be 
explained; how could the doctor, if he had really read yoor work 
not know, until an accident pointed it out to him, that the Hydro- 
cyanic Add might prove useful in dyspeptic affeetitMis ? How codd 
he, also, write the following note, p. 22 of his work* " In Br. 
Granville^s work, Mr. A. T, Thomson relates a case of heat of 
the tongue cored by the Prassic Acid," and yet permit himself to 
say that it was accident, which suggested to him the ose of this 
acid in derangements of the stomach? I call upon Dr. EUiotson to 
answer these questions, and leave his professsional brethren to 
pai/i aentfo^e on his liberalitj." 
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** I think it unneeessary to detail more than 
one of the cases of this kind in which I have- 
given the acid, as the practice was nearly the: 
same in all, wi& flie exception of the employ* 
ment of purgatives being more requisite in some 
of tiiem than in others. I may, however, here 
mention, that in Hinb case of Mr. B. the dys- 
peptic symptoms, markad by the heat of tongue, 
have been again relieved as rapidly as at first,, 
by a repetition of the acid : and I am now ad- 
ministering it,^ with equal success, to a lady 
upwards of eighty years of age^ for the removal 
of eardialgia, consequent to a violent pneumo* 
* nio littack from which she has just recovered^ 
, in which the heat of tongue has proved a very 
distressing symptom." 

Casje LXXVII.— " Mfs. S— —■, the wife of 
the Rev. Mr. S.— — , aet. twenty-five years, of 
a delicate, slender hatnt, the mother of three 
childi*en, had long suffered from ^y^p^psia^ The 
chief symptoms ia her case wti«i,-<^a scute etf 

s 2 
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fiilness of the prsecordia, which impeded respi- 
ratioDy and brought on palpitation of the heart 
to a distressing degree; flashing of the face» 
acid eructations, chopping and soreness of the 
tongue, and continual thirst. Her spirits were 
also occasionally much depressed, and the least 
fatigue produced a disposition to fainting. As 
i^e had been long unjder medical treatment, and 
had taken all the ordinary remedies for such 
symptoms, without any permanent benefit, 1 resol- 
ved to try the powers of the Hydro-cyanic Acid, 
having recently witnessed its beneficial eflects 
in the case of Mr. R.— — , and therefore on the 
28th of January, 1819, she commenced the use 
of the following draught 

I^. Acidi Prussici mj. 
Infusi Cascarillse f 5 xj. 
Syrupi Croci f5 j. 
M. ul fiat Haustus bis quotidie suroendus. 

" In a very few days she was much better: to 
use her own eicpressions, she was less nervous, 
could take more exercise, and had scarcely had 
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the palpitation since the second day after she 
commenced taking the draught,. The dose of 
the acid was now increased to two minims, and, 
in this dose, it was continued until the 1st of 
March; when the patient, finding she was better 
than she had been for many years, was directed 
to leave of all medicine, and to go into the 
country to recover her strength." 

" Such, my dear Sir, are the results of my 
further experience relative to tire powers of the 
Hydro-cyanic Acid on the animal oeconomy* 
It is, in my humble opitfion, a most powerful 
and direct sedative, and cannot fail of proving, 
in the hands of judicious and scientific practi- 
tioners, a remedy of the greatest value. Some 
of the failures which have attended its employ- 
ment, are no doubt to be attributed to those 
hidden causes^- which every medical man can- 
not avoid observing, with regret, set all his efforts 
daily at defiance ; but many of them must also be 
attributed to the misapplication of the remedy. 
As it is not the instrument of the musician^ but 
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the skill of the master who touches it/ which 
awakens the sonl of melod}% and chains the in- 
tellect captive to the magic power of soimd ; so 
it is not the remedy, bat the judgment with 
which it is prescribed, which enables medicine 
to triumph over disease/' 

*' Believe mci my dear Sir, 

Tours' most traly^ 
'' Anthony T6dd Thomvon/' 



As one of the principsd objects of the present 
work, is to shew the great advantage which 
will accrue to the practice of medicine from the 
employment of the Hydro-cyanic Acid in pul- 
monary consumption, I have deemed it essential 
to insert, before the conclusion of the treatise, 
two recent instances of that disease cur^d by the 
Prussic Acid ; one of which has been communi- 
cated, while the other has occurred, to me since 
the printing of the preceding sheets. Both 
cases are remarkable for the distinct character 
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af the symptoms attending the complaint, 
leaving not a vestige of doubt of its being pul- 
monary consumption; and also because of their 
having fallen at the scune time under the notice of 
oUier medical gentlemen well known to the pro- 
^sion. These instances of the power of the 
Hydro-cyanic Acid, added to the many brought 
forward in another port of this treatise, will 
materially contribute to uphold the propositions 
.contained in it; and confirm the truth of Mr. 
Thomson's assertion, that consumption may, ly 
ihe timely <md judicious admimstratum of the 
Hydro-cyanic Acid, be brought under the con^ 
trol of art. 

For the first of the two following cases I am 
indebted to Mr. Plumbe the attending practi- 
tioner^ who sent it to me at the request of my 
kind friend^ Mr. Ogle of Great Russel Street; 
and it is given in Mr. Plumbe's own words. 
The second has occurred in my private prac- 
tice, and I have received an unqualified per- 
mission to publish both. 
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Case LXXVIll.— " Bayliss, aged 

about 30^ ber occupation that of a nurse iu a 
family of respectability, had been labouring 
under symptoms of incipient phthisis since 
April last In May she first began to take 
medicine, and from this period she had been 
successively taking (singly or in combination 
with each other) digitalis, squills, and all the 
usual remedies, without any benefit beyond a 
temporary alleviation of particular symptoms. 
Blisters had been applied, but the state of the 
pulse had not appeared at any period to re- 
quire abstraction pf blood. The rapidly increas- 
ing^ debility had given occasion to the use of the 
Conf. Arora. with bitter tonic infusions in com- 
bination with the above medicines." 

'* On the 18th of July, when the Hydro- 
cyanic Acid was first prescribed, the state of 
exhaustion of tlie patiesnt, with the very copious 
expectoration of pus, seemed to warrant the 
opinion that she could not long survive. Her 
«ough almost constantly distressing her, she 
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used to get but little sleep; and that only in 
the early part of the nighty and much disturbed; 
Towards morning the cough became incessant 
—as the day advanced, it diminished in vio- 
lence, and left her just strength enough to sit 
up for two or three hours. The perspirations 
during the night copious — the quantity of pure 
pus expectorated about four or five ounces in 
twenty-four hours." 

" In this stale of things, the acid was pre- 
scribed by Dr. Scndamore, according to the 
following formula.. 

R. Acidi Hydro-cyanici m. vj. 
Decoct. Camphorse. 
Mist. Amygdalae aa f S iij. 
Gutt. nigr. n. xij. 
Syrupi Simp. fSj- 
Gapt. 4**^. partem 6*". horis. 

Two days afterwards, the patient was removed 
to a healthy situation in the neighbourhood of 
Islington, and the quantity of acid taken, was 
increased two minims every twenty-four hours.?' 
*^ Previous to her removal^ her cough had 
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becone less trooblesofliie. I saw ha* at IsHd^^ 
ton OB tbe SStb, when the accofmt she gflire of 
lierself was as follaws. Her sleep, soirod 
doriD^ the {greatest part ef the night; towards 
nomiDg tbe eovgh beeemes troaMesome; she 
does not however cough op mere than half the 
hilberto iisaal quantity of pns. Her appetite 
is improvecl, and her strength increased— her 
night perspiratioDS have nearly lefl her, and 
there is evidently a very great general improve- 
ment.* 

'' The patient continued to take the acid 
with the daily increase above mentioned, in 
combinatioD with tbe bark, black drop, &c. a* 
before, and I saw her again three days after. 
On this visit 1 found a beneficial change, still 
more surprizing than on the preceding. She 
had indulged an improving appetite, to what 
would have been considered by many, an im- 
prudent extent. No mischief, however, had 
occurred — the purulent expectoration was still 
more diminished, and the cough much less 
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trotiblesome; she evidently recovered strength 
rapidly.** 

'* In my succeeding visits, I was gratified by 
witnessing a regularly proceeding and rapid 
improvement in all her symptoms. At the end 
of a month, she thought herself well enough to 
proceed into the country, when she called on 
me. I had not seen her during the preceding 
week, and 1 now found her with no symptom 
of her former disease, but some remains of de- 
bility. To conclude, she again called on me 
on her return from* thence, about a fortnight 
since^ in a state of perfect health, not the 
slightest symptom of disease remaining." 

" I requested my patient to call on Mr. Seu- 

damore, as I felt persuaded that the very favor- 

lible termination of the case, could not fedl to 

make it interesting to him." 

" J. Plumbb;' 

••65, dreat Russell Street, 
Bloomshur^i 

\Ath Octeberr 



€i 



P* S. The quantity of add t^en by the 
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above patient for a dose, did not, at the period 
of her discontinuing it, exceed five minims."* 

Case LXXIX.— Miss Mann, aged 17, of 
a nervous temperament, with dark hair and re^ 
gular features, the daughter of healthy parents, 
and herself enjoyiug, generally, perfect health; 
was attacked, towards the latter end of April, 
1820, with every symptom of catarrh, diflGiculty 
of breathing, pain in the chest, fever, and rest- 
lessness^ capable of alarming her relations* 
Her mother having occasion to see Mr. Clarke 

* Id addition to the above case, I may quote an extract of 
Mr. I'lumbe's iiote to me, accompanjiog it. It is as follows: — 
" Mr. P. has notes of another case, treated with the acid, in the 
Infirmary — that of a female, who within the space of a month 
recovered from a state of extreme emaciation, and became saffi- 
cieutly strong to resume her occupation. Uufortanately, all tracef 
have been lost of her since ; but it is to be presumed, from her 
not returning, that she continued to improve. Mr. P. has en- 
deavoured to find her, with the intention of ascertaining her pre- 
sent condition, but without success." 

" There are two other cases now submitting to the treatment by 
the same medicine in the Infirmary, the remarks on which will 
be much at Dr. G.'s service when •omplete." 
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of Saville How, obtained from that gentleman 
a prescription, in the use of which the patient 
persisted for some days, without any sensible 
amelioration of her complaint. She,, indeed, be- 
came considerably worse at last; when to the 
pain in the chest and slight febrile rigors were 
added, a considerable expectoration of thick 
purulent matter, with regular paroxysms of 
fever, profuse morning perspirations^ head-ach^ 
sickness, cough, and a general wasting of the 
body. In this state she was taken to Dr. Batty^ 
who ordered her to be bled, and prescribed ap- 
propriate medicines, declaring her at the same 
time to be in a consumptive state, and therefore 
beyond the chance of recovery. To this deci- 
sion, the afflicted parents endeavoured to re- 
concile their own and the poor girFs feelings ; 
while every succeeding week seemed to confirm 
the correctness of ths^ physician's opinion. On 

the 26th of June, Miss M was brought to 

me for advice, when she presented the follow^ 
ing symptoms^ which I copy from my note booJu 
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A general emaoUition to a rety g^reat degree^ 
eyes sank and withont animation, marked bj 
an under and broad Biresk of a leaden hxte^ 
nose pointed and sharp •** the tSm playing 
strongly and qnickly doring respiration, which 
was Iieavy, difficnlt, and aceorapanied by a con» 
siderable wheeling noise. Soreness and a sense 
of perpetaal tickling along the wind-pipe-^^^'paiii 

deep seated in both sides of the chest«^great 
tenderness on pressure at the pit of the Stom&ch 
*— dry and arid skin — foul tongue — hot breath— 
pulse 115, small and wiry— excessive debility- 
spirits much dejected, the patient bursting into 
tears at each question put to her on the subject 
of her complaint. The mother reported, more- 
over, that she sleeps for a few minutes, only, at a 
time, owing to an incessant hard cough — that 
she wakes in the morning bathed in sweat— ex- 
pectorates a large quantity of a thick grumous 
matter in the course of the day — that at night 
she is attacked by a regular paroxysm of fever, 
when she sinks on her bed powerfes^ and 
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exhausted^ to rise next moraing to a repe« 
tttion of every symptom. This pictare 
offered nothing very promising. I concealed 
my impressions from the alarmed patient^ and 
dieered both her and her mother wiUi the 
ptospeot of some amelioration from the use of 
the Hydro-cyanic Acid, the natnre of which 
medicine, had, some how or other, come to 
their knowledge. The form in which I pre- 
scribed it waft that marked, No. 7 ; and addi^- 
tional instructions were given respecting every 
other part of the treatment, which it is needless 
to repeat in this place, as they differed but little 
from what is nsnaily recommended in similar cir* 
cumstauces. The beneficial efiects of the aeid 
became visible almost immediately. At the 
end of the &rst week, the cough, and conse^ 
quently the expectoration, had diminished greats 
ly — sleep became prolonged and refreshing-^ 
the mcurning perspirations ceased — the piris^ 
was redae€»i to 100 beats in a mimtte^ and 
assumed a beahbier cbameler. The dose of 
the acnt^ wkidk kaA h%m toBiM ta a Af6p an^ 
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a half every three hours at first, was now in" 
creased to two, and she was desired to persist 
in it for another week. This she did with so 
much benefit, that the mother^ considering her 
BOW as quite safe, discontinued the Prussia 
Acid, and merely attended to my instructions 
as to her general health. I saw the patient 
again in a fortnight,, and the change which 
had then taken place in her appearance, seemed 
to be so favourable, that I could scarcely believe 
it to have been the work of so short a periodr 
I eigoined great care and quiet, and ordered 
some tonic medicine— contenting myself with 
hearing from her from time to time. Towards 
the end of September la.-^t the accounts were,^ 
that she was enjoying perfect health, and had 
done so for se\eral weeks l)efore. Of the 
truth of this assertion, I had the means of 
satisfying myself in about a fortnight after- 
wards, whou I found Miss M. free from every, 
even the most distant, symptom of complaint; 
It is proper to observe that Miss M. has not yet 
menstruated^ and that she is small oC her age- 



401 



SECTION TENTH. 

MODE OF PRESCRIBING THE PRUSSIC ACID, 

FORMULAE. 

In prescribing the Pnissic or Medicinal Hy- 
dro-cyanic Acid, care should be taken not to 
associate it with substances which are known to 
decompose it, or which are decomposed by its 
action. In this respect the Medicinal Hydro-* 
cyanic Acid is not singular; for it is a matter 
of the first importauce never to lose sight of thd 
chemical affinities of the medicines we prescribe. 

The Hydro-cyanic Acid is less soluble in 
water than in alcohol ; and is not decomposed 
by any of the vegetable substances. It may, 
therefore, be given in vegetable infusions, and 
syrups may be added, if necessary. 

It is decomposed by most of the oxydes usu- 
ally employed in medicine, particularly by 
those of mercury, and antimony. 

With alcaline and earthly solutions, the 
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Hydro-cyanic Acid readily combines^ bnt iti 
affinity to them is inconsiderable ; for as the 
acid is very liable to decomposition, the consti* 
tution of the triple compounds it forms is easilj 
subverted. 

Magnesia is dissolved^ bnt in small quanti- 
ties, by the Hydro^cyanic Acid, and again soon 
precipitated. 

With ammonia it forms a peculiar salt, which 
might be used with advantage aa a medicine* 
In cases where the Frussic Acid has been given 
in too great a dose, ammonia has been sug- 
gested as the best means of neutralising it ; bnt 
on this subject I have two observations to make. 
The first, that the acid is so rapidly absorbed, 
when once taken, that little expectation can be 
formed of the ammonia finding it in the sto- 
mach : and the second, that when ammonia has 
been used immediately after taking the acid, in 
order to diminish the highly deleterious agency 
of a large quantity of it, the addition of the 
alkali did not seem to prevent the effects of the 
acid. 
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The affinity of this acid for alkalis is sg 
wes^y th^ even Hie csurbonic acid displaces it 
from lliose combinations. Hence the Prussia 
Acid may be given in conjunction with die car- 
bonate of potash^ or soda; forming one of the 
aio9t successful modes of prescribing it in^ eases 
of spasmodic and whooj^ing-cougit ; ^d supply^ 
ing the means of adminirterii^ U in leyws irndfr 
ihd fotm of im equally pkaiMt and elef aat pre- 
pactlion. 

The mercurial salts, in Whkfa the mettdis duly 
iA a statci of protoiiudaftioo, are decompoiied by 
the Hydro-cyaditi Add^ irhicb ceioihmeH #ith a 
portion 6f the metal^ and forms a Hydn^cy- 
amiret^ Hence, in prtecribiag this boid where 
mercury is also iiidioated, as In Case XLEV. 
eare should be taken, either that the mercurial 
preparation be any other than a protoxide of that 
metal, or that the Prussic Acid be giv^a some 
hours after or before the other medicine. 

Nitrate of silver throws down a White, aftd 
the oxycarbonate of iron a g^teen, precipitate^ 
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when acted upon by the Hydro-cyanic or Prus- 
■ic Acid. These phenomena should be borne in 
mind, as these two salts are frequdhtly pre* 
scribed as remedies. 

Upon the greater part of the other salts the 
Hydro-cyanic Acid does not appear to possess 
any action. It is not known whether any and 
what action the other acids exert over it. 

The Pmssic Acid cannot be administred in 
combination with any of the sulpharets^ whicb 
it ha^ the property of decompbsing. 

Chlorine, when given in combination will 
the Prussic Acid, or immediately after it, disen« 
gages its hydrogen, and gives rise to a new 
compound-— a combination of cyanogeqe and 
chlorine, called Chloro-cyanic Acid. As a so- 
lation of chlorine in water is frequently pre- 
scribed now, the above fact should not be lost 
sight of. 

It is indispensably necessary to use no other 
than distilled water in all prescriptions having 
the Prussic Acid as one of their ingredients; 
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<or decomposition of the salts coDtained in 
common water^ and of the acid itself^ will take 
place« 

I have reason to think, that even under or- 
dinary circumstances, the medicinal Hydro- 
cyanic Acid undergoes decomposition on being 
kept, especially when mixed with other medi- 
cines; in which case the resulting new com- 
pounds, or the elements of the acid (for I have 
not ascertained which) seem to act as irritating 
substances on the stomach; and to excite, at 
times, rather than depress, the nervous energy. 
I have often had occasion to remark, that a 
first and second dose of a mixture of which the 
Hydro-cyanic Acid formed a part, have acted as 
a sedative^ and powerfully contributed to ca)m 
nervous irritability; while the third or fourth, 
dose of it, taken in continuation, some hourd 
afterwards, appeared not only to have lost that 
effect, but to have acquired the new property 
«f producing excitement and irritability, and 
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of greatly mcreasinrg tlie teloeily af Ike |Mb«» 
If, ander snch circnmstaiiceSy tbft flri&tiu^ mm 
renewed and fresh acid used, the same qaMiig 
effects were prodnced, riiuost iiuntediaMy^ nn 
fhe system, as in the first instance. TUb eb* 
nervation has indnced me to reeommeiid tfi^ 
distillation of a smaH qnantity of Hie aoid onfyi 
at a time ; afid it shews, moreover, tbe mtceMitf 
of prescribing that medicine, in snoh dose» miij, 
as will last twenty-four boors and na longer, 
when combined with oAer snbstaMee^. 

At the suggestion of Profes9orllfoera»fr(mi wiKna 
I have receired several letters on the snbjecti 
within the last nine months, I have tried a com** 
bination of prussiate, or hydro^yanate, of pot- 
ash and tartaric acid, in the form of pills, as a 
new mode of prescribing the Prassic Acid, and 
one more exempt from the oljeotions which lie 
against that medicine. Having ascertained, by 
previous experiments, that at the temperatnra 
of 92* the hydro^cyanate of potasb is decern- 
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^poiodl^tfae tartaric add — tbat a tartrate otpc/b' 
ash was formed --and Hydro-cyanic Acid givoA 

^oat, I proceeded to make use ol* the two salts 
i& qnestkmi in cases where the latter medicine 
ms indicated^ aad I think I may venture to 
say^ with that success which the assurances of 

^ Counsellor Brera had led me to ^expect. At ihe 
4iame tiise I must not omit to state, that the 
effect was much more slowly produced than 
where the free Hydro-cyanic Acid has been em- 
ployed; and that, therefore, in urgent cases, 
the latter only ought to be had recourse to. 
]n slow chronic disorders, which are likely to 
be benefited by the daily and protracted use of 
the hydro-cyanic acid, the pills above men- 
tioned will prove not only sufficient for the pur- 
pose, but even preferable* In a case of ne- 
phritic affection, with some obscure organic 
derangement of the left ovarium, in a lady now 
under my care ; a3 well as in another of great 
uterine irritation and obstinate leucorrhoea, 
which had resisted the reioedies prescribed by 
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two of the principal accoucheurs of the metro* 
polls, I am at this moment using the pills with 
great success. 

In the form of lozenges, the prussiate of 
potash and tartaric acid, with the pdte de. gui* 
mauve, will prove useful in long and obstinate 
winter coughs. 

The following are the formuke under which 
I have prescribed the hydro-cyanic acid in the 
various complaints enumerated in this treatise: 

No. 1. — E^. Dccocti Licbenis f S viii. 

Stipitura dulcamarae f J iii. 

Lactis Taccini f | t. 
Acid'i Hydrocyanic! med.m.zvj. 
S3frupi rosse f ^ ss. 
M . Bibiiur adfluidunciam omni bihorio. 



No. 2.^R* Mislurs amygdalarum f | yui. 
Acidi Hydrocyanic! med. m. x. 
Syrupi tolutani f5j. 
M. Cochleare unum maximum sumendum est tertia 
qmqne hora. 



<r«>^'»i^^#^>* 
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No. S«— R. MistursB eampliors f S VI* 
Tincturae digitaiU f5if» 
Acidi Hydroxy anici medi m. xii* 
¥• M. Singuih eochlemrilm$y terUm^ tfM quaria^quiqm 

1^* ^•*— R* Potassas iiibpar(iQi^fi« gr« x¥. 
Cocci cacti gr. Tiii. 
Acidi Hjdrocjai)i(;i in(54' ip« z* 
AquiB ftillaUs f § yj. 
F. M. InfanUbu9, per parva cochlearUi mUturM^ 
dum urget tusi\8^ prppinatun aduUit; vero^ 
cochleare unuv^ misturas amplum^ter^ velqun^ 
ier de die^ exhibelur* 



No. 5. — Be* Infusi corlicis Aurantii f ? v. 

Acidi fljdrocyanici med. in. yiii. 
Syrupi de absintbiis f S i. 
M. Modus sumendi par ett, et ui preedixi. 



I^^A«>»^)M*« 



No. 0. — R. Decocti cboboiiA laneifolife f S ii 
Acidi Hydrocyanici med. m. iij 
SpiritAs juniperi cowpt f5ia# 
F. Hau9$u$. ier quatidie sumendus, ^ 



i^^^j^v*^^* 



No. 7.— -ft. Mucilaginis acacias f§iii. 
Aquae rosae f § iias. 
Syrupi capllli veneris f S ii* 
Acidi Hydrocyanic! med. m. xti. 
F. 31. L. A. Cochleare unicum medium^$ivi$f iingulis 
koriB escipiaiur 

T 
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No. 8«— R. SodaB carbonattf gr« xU 
Cocci cacti gr. t. 
Aqute stillatas fi yj 
* Teranlur optuae 4 tolmUimit per eharimm hilmlam 
diligenter colalaSf atUantmrt 

Acidi Hydrocyanici med: m. xii. 
Sjrrupi papaTerif f3 ibi* 
F. M. L. A. Ct^ui cBchlearia Hi. mediaf cum iucd 
UmtmU reeeHtioriif opgoriune eduUoraU^fi ««• 
in impetu (fftrve$eenlim^ tertik kori$f haurian^ 
tur% 

No. 9.— R* Aquie cinnamoroi f S x« 
Syrupi ZiDgiberis f 5 iii* 
Spirit: aetheris nitrici f S ss. 
Acidi Hydrocyanici med: m. xt,, 
F. Pot 10. Exiguis hauiUbusp. r. n. iumendd^ 



#vs^^v>^<^^«^ 



No. 10.— Be* Siliqu: bignoni» catalpae cont. % ss. 
Ebullianiur in s, qi aqws fonlis, 
Colaturo! /% viiL adde* 
Oxymellis Scillae f J i. 
Acidi Hydrocyanici med. m. xx. 
M. Sumalur paulalim. 



^vwv^^i^^s^ 



No. 11.-— R. Emulsionis amygdal: amar: Octarium 
Fotassae nitratis 5 iii* 
Acidi Hydrocyanici med. m. xx* 
5k M. Codhleatim hauriatur. 
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No. IS-— R. Potasse Hydrocyanatif gn ▼!• 
Acidi Tartaric! crystall: gr; iiu 
Micae panU q. s. 
F. Muia tV. bisy vel ter de die^ deglutiendas. 
Deaarentur* 



But the practical physician may change, at 
pleasure^ the formula for the exhibition of the 
acid, combining it with any other article of the 
materia medica, which he may think indicated 
by the case under treatment, care being taken 
not to associate it with incompatible substances. 

Where the prescriptions are sent to chemists 
or druggists who are strangers to the prescrib- 
Uig practitioner, the following caution should 
be added to the formula : 

'^ Excipiantur preparationes, cum acido hydro- 
cjranico, lagunculis vitreis, crystallino obtura'^ 
culo mimitis, et charta nigricante circumplexis*** 
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The following 18 the Foribiilay itmefied in Ae 
French Phamiacopekia, for the preparation of 
the Hydro -cyanic Acid, according to Vanqae- 
lin's method. 

Matio alia espedilior simpliciorque ad parandum 
Acidum Hydro»c^an%cum a D. Fauqueiin proposiia^ 
Bt CjanuretiHjdraj^i* • tOO 
Aquae itiUaUi - • « • • 800 

SoUatur, Uii calore* Cjanaretunii et per Itquorem 
ita traosroittatur Acidum Hjdrosulfaricam, uttantillum 
8U|)eret quod saturando siifficit. Cdtetil^ Iiqttor, ftt 
iiberetur SuifuMlum MeKurii quod prie<»|^ adiMb Mt» 
Liquori colato ineit Acidnm Hjdrocjaoicuro^ cui ad- 
mix turn est Don nihil Acidi Hydjrosulfurici. Hoc aut«oi 
ipsum facile auferetur, admixto plambi 8ub-carbonate> 
it4ut bejiM pnl^fU qnantilM fupdrtet quod Mifflcit ad 
sorbendura Acidnm Hydrosuifuricura. Liquor et puWis 
ui)h identidein exagitentur, ac demum percoleotur 
liabebitur tunc Acidura Hydrocyanicumaqii^solutumt 
et aiienis omnino iiberum, e^ue deniiiale qu^ Scbe^- 
lianum ipsum. 
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CONCLUSIONS. 

From the tenor of tte evidence brought for- 
ward in tbe present Treatise, the author thinks 
himself warranted in asserting : 

1st. That there are two varieties of the Hydro- 
cyanic A(iid. 

a. The H. Acid of Gay-Lnssac. 

6. The Medicinal Hydrocyanic Acid. 

2d. That the former is a virulent poison ; but 
cannot be kept more than a few hours 
without being decomposed, when it loses 
all its noxious properties. 

3d. That the second variety, or what may be 
called the Medicinal Hydro-cyanic Acid, 
is a safe and highly useful preparation. 

4th. That the Medicinal Hydro-cyanic Acid 
can be employed as the best palliative in 
cases of confirmed tubercular consump- 
tion : and that in some well authenticated 
instances, it appears to have effected a 
cure of that disorder. 



414 CONCLUSIOKS. 

5th. That it checks the progress of palmonarj 
consamption when in its incipient state. 

6th. That in all cases of asthma, chronic ca* 
tarrhs, and coughs of long standing, it has 
proved beneficial, where every other medi- 
cine had failed. 

7th. That in dry and spasmodic coughs, and 
more especially in whooping-cough, the 
Medicinal Hydro-cyanic Acid has been, 
used with great success. 

8th. That in sympathetic cough, arising from; 
chronic or incurable diseases, it has proved 
a valuable sedative, and succeeded in al* 
levialing that distressing symptom. 

9th. That in painful and difficult menstruation 
— in abortions followed by much pain — in 
floodings— and in spitting of blood, experi- 
ence has shown it to be a safe and very 
efficient medicine. 

10th. That in the treatment of nervous diseases 
and derangements of the stomach, the 
evidence in favour of the acid is mo^ de^ 
cisive. 



CONCLUSIONS. 4fi5^ 

^ttth. Hat it may be used with deoided advan^ 
tage in cases of sub-acute inflammation^ 
when it will prevent the necessity of blood<^ 
letting; and that in complaints of a highly 
inflammatory nature, and fevers, it will be 
found a powerful auxiliary in restoring the* 
standard of health. 

I2tb, And finally, that there is every reason to^' 
believe that the Prussic Acid may, as a* 
powerful sedative, be employed where aH 
other narcotics cannot;, and that, as snch^ 
it might be applied to the relief of higb 
spasmodic action; excessive irritability;, 
and acute pain ; with decided advantage. 

The author onee more freely acknowledges 
that the medicine,., the application of the bene- 
fits of which h^has thus endeavoured to extend 
for the satisfaction of his medical brethren, has 
occasionally failed in producing the desired 
efiects, even when properly applied ; but he, at 
the same time^ feels persuaded that such failure^ 
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cannot be urged as a sufficient reason for re* 
fusing it a becoming rank in the materia me« 
jdica. Upon this point, the author wishes it to 
be clearly understood, that neither the positive 
denial of the virtues of the hydro-cyanic acid, 
coming from persons who are known to have 
on no occasion, or on a few occasions only, given 
a trial to that medicine — nor the cathedratic 
assertions of reviewers, with no rank in the pro- 
fession — nor the taunting remarks of certain 
authors, who, having written on the same sub- 
ject after him, strive to support their own new 
discoveries, by an affected disregard of what has 
been stated in the former edition of this work — 
will ever check him in his endeavours to pro- 
pagate, far and wide, and to the best of his 
abilities, the adoption of a remedy, from which 
he thinks that the public will derive material 
benefit. He has no hesitation in declaring, 
that if, out of upwards of 400 patients of all 
descriptions, to whom he has prescribed tlie 
Hydro-cyanic Acid, (when every other medicine 
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Bad failed to give them relief, and after they 
had been abandoned to their fate>) be has suc- 
ceeded in saving even a single life (and the 
cases contained in the preceding pages will 
more than bear him out in this statement) his 
efforts cannot be considered as fruitless. One or 
two instances have been reported to the author, 
where the acid is stated to have done harm to 
the patients ; but so may every other, even the 
most innocuous^ medicine, in the hands of the 
unskilful or the inconsiderate ! Of what evil, 
and even fatal, consequences, particularly of 
late, has not that most simple, yet powerful, 
auxiliary to medicine — bleeding— been produc* 
tive? — Is then such a measure to be excluded 
from the practice of Physic? 



THE END, 
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